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OLD DIARY LEAVES*

F i f t h  S e r i e s , C h a p t e r  XXVI.

(Year 1895.)

IN the last chapter reference was made to my discussions at Bombay 
with learned Parsis about the best way to begin a work of reforma

tion and re-vitalising of their ancient and sublime faith, and to a cer
tain written draft of my views upon the subject prepared on my return 
to Adyar at the request of the universally respected Parsi scholar, 
Mr. K. R. Cama. This document, of which I fortunately saved a 
copy, will be presently given. Meanwhile, a few preliminary obser
vations will be in place.

Among the religions of the world, no one is more lofty in its 
concepts or more worthy of the devotion of its followers than 
that taught by the successive Zoroasters who figure in history. 

* Its key-note and corner-stone is P u r i t y  ; purity absolute in 
thought, word and deed. For the sages of Persia knew that if the 
individual would raise himself to the sublime height of perfection 
and approximate in essence to the characteristic of the Divine 
Ruler and Source of all things, he must disembarrass himself of 
every taint of baseness and corruption which drags him down to 
earth and makes entrance upon the superior planes impossible. A 
simpler code of teaching is inconceivable. Unmixed with dogmas,

* Four volumes, in series of thirty chapters, tracing: the history of the 
Theosophical Society from its beginnings at New York, have appeared in the 
Theosophist, and three of the volumes are available in book form. Prices : Vol. I., 
cloth, illustrated, Rs. 3-12.0, or paper, Rs. 2-8-0. Vol. II., beautifully illustrated with 
views of the Headquarters, Adyar ; cloth, Rs. 5 ; paper, Rs. 3-8-0. Vol. III., covering 
the period of the Society’s history from 1883(0 1S87, is sold at the same price 
as Vol. II. It is uniform with Vols. I. and II. and illustrated with many portraits. 
It will have a special interest in that it introduces to the reader’s notice other 
Mahatmas than those already known. Apply to the Manager Theosophist or to 
any Theosophical book agency throughout the world.
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without confusing iteration of details, the mandate of personal puri
ty shines like a star in Heaven upon the path of the man who 
struggles upward and onward. To worship the one Supreme Deity 
and to hate all bad opposing influences, whether human or super
human, are the fundamental articles of the Pars! creed. Prayer, 
obedience, industry, honesty, hospitality, alms-deeds, chastity, and 
the great virtue of truthfulness, are enjoined, and envy, hatred, 
quarreling, anger, revenge, and polygamy, are strictly forbidden; 
the worship of idols, and indeed of any being except Ormuzd, is 
held in abomination ; but a reverence for fire and the Sun is incul
cated, as they are emblems of the glory of the Supreme Deity. The 
“ New American Cyclopaedia,” from whose article on the “ Guebres ” 
(Vol. VIII. p. 546) I summarise the foregoing, says: “ It is probably 
true that the multitude in the course of time have forgotten that 
discrimination between the symbol and the object of their adoration 
which was-undoubtedly taught by Zoroaster.” However this may 
be (and after many years of intimacy with the Bombay Parsis I am 
not prepared to admit that any considerable number of them have 
forgotten that in the Sun, the fire, and the sea they worship anything 
more than the visible symbols of Ormuzd), it is almost certain that 
the majority of people outside their faith, particularly all Western 
peoples, regard them as, and call them Fire-worshippers, hence, in a 
sense, as much idolators as any others who adore idols, pictures, trees 
or any other images of the Unknown Power. Those who wish to get 
a clear and satisfactory idea of the interpretation of Zoroastrianism 
from the standpoint of Theosophy should read the admirable com
pendium of the subject made by Mr. Nasarvanji F. Bilimoria, of 
Bombay, under the title, “  Zoroastrianism in the Light of Theoso
phy. ”  *

Prof. Darmesteter says that “ the Pars! sacred books are the 
ruins of a religion,” and Dr. Martin Haug, Ph. D., the greatest 
Western authority on Zoroastrianism, reminds us that Pliny reports 
on the authority of Hermippus. the Greek philosopher, that Zoroas
ter composed two millions of verses ; while Abu Jaffer Attavari, the 
Arabic historian, assures us that Zoroaster’s writings comprised twelve 
thousand parchments. Of all this literary wealth but a beggarly 
handful is in the possession of our modern Parsis. The writings of 
Zoroaster comprised twenty-one parts or Nosks, the largest por
tion of which has been destroyed, and it is the belief of the Zoroas- 
trians, confirmed by the accounts given by classical writers* that 
they were destroyed by Alexander at the time of his invasion and 
conquest of Persia. “ We find,” says Dr. Hang, “ from Diodorus 
and Curtius that Alexander really did burn the citadel at Persepolis, in 
a drunken frolic, at the instigation of the Athenian courtesan, Them, 
and in revenge for the destruction of Greek temples by Xerxes.

* In 1 vol. 8vo. p. 362. To be had of the Manager, Thensophht office, lor 
Re, 1-8 and ef other dealers in Theosophical books,
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Naturally enough, one would infer that the sacred books kept in 
the Royal Archives must have been destroyed along with the palace. 
From Mr. Bilimoria’s book and the compendium giveu of I)r. Haug’s 
essay in question (p. 55) we learn that during the five and a half 
centuries of Macedonian and Parthian supremacy which followed 
Alexander’s conquest, Zoroastrianism had fallen into neglect, and 
as a natural consequence, much of the Zoroastrian literature was 
lost. “ Whatever may have been the cause, this is the fact that, at 
the Sassanian period when the revival of the Zoroastrian religion 
took place, the largest bulk of the sacred writings was gone and 
only a very small portiou, and that, too, except the Vendidád, in a 
fragmentar}' state, was left. These fragments, the learned men of 
the Sassanian period put together according to their understanding, 
to make something like a consistent whole, and, to explain them, 
wrote commentaries in Pahlavi, which was the vernacular of the 
time. The portions thus preserved and brought together and now 
extant with the Parsis, are Vacua (Izeshne), Visparatu (Visparad), 
Vendidád, Yashts, Hadokht, Vistásp Nosk, Afringan, Niayish, Gah, 
some miscellaneous fragments and the Sirozah (thirty days) or 
calendar. ”

Here is the lamentable fact which, for the past twentytwo years * 
lhave beeu trying to press home on the Parsis as a reason why they 
should, through their Panchayet, or Governing Body, emulate the 
successful attempts of the Christians to unearth (in Egypt and 
Palestine) buried archaic remains of their religion, by organising a 
Parsi Exploration Fund, to pursue researches iu Persia and Bactria 
under, if possible, some other man of the supreme fitness of Prof. 
Flinders Petrie, on the chance of finding buried tile libraries and 
inscribed stones which might give them back some of the priceless 
teachings of the Zoroasters, now lost. As for finding forgotten 
manuscripts in European libraries, I am afraid the hope must be 
abandoned. In fact, as M. Blochet, of the National Eibrary, Paris, 
wrote me, the Zoroastrian books and manuscripts in Pluropeau 
libraries, with very few exceptious as, for iustauce, the most aucieut 
manuscripts of the “ Buudahish,” at Copenhagen, and known in 
Europe as “ K20,” have been brought from India since the middle 
of the eighteenth century and are, presumably, but copies of origi
nals which the Parsis have kept in their own possession. Says M. 
Blochet :

“ It will always be a serious obstacle to the progress of Mazdian 
study that we, Europeans, cannot know exactly what interesting 
documents of this religion are available to-day in India, and that the 
Parsis, on the other hand, do not know exactly what documents are 
at our disposal in Europe. Of course I have not in mind a simple

* My lecture on " T h e  Spirit of the Zoroastrian Religion which forms 
the opening chapter in Mr. Bilimoria’s book, was delivered in Bombay in beb. 
tuary, 1882.
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list of titles, which would not help us forward in the least unless 
we could have in our hnds the m anuscripts themselves, but a 
catalogue scientifically prepared and in great detail. To meet this 
difficulty to the extent o f my means and fill this gap, I have com
posed a catalogue of Zend m anuscripts, &c., in the Bibliotbeque 
Nationale, which, however, I do not offer as a model of the sort, but 
which circum stances o f a very m aterial nature oblige me to keep in 
m anuscript.

“ T h e Parsis are rich enough to be able to indulge themselves in 
the luxury o f m aking known to the world the treasures of their 
libraries and private collections, and this is the sole basis on which 
it w ill ever be possible to build up an exact knowledge of the Maz- 
dian religion. I believe that your relations with the Indians, dear 
Colonel, are such that you will be able to convey to them the ideas 
which I have now ventured to express to you .”

From  the foregoing it is very plain to see where exists the 
dead-lock w hich prevents the progress o f Zoroastriau literary re
search—both parties, the European orientalists and the Bombay 
Pars! scholars, are equally ignorant as to the portions of the liter
ature which are respectively in the hands of the other party. Of 
course, the very first thing to do is to have two catalogues carefully 
compiled and exchanged between them  ; this done, a well-ordered 
policy of m utual help would inevitably hasten the day when a clear 
and com prehensive know ledge of the body of surviving literature 
would be attained. I  am afraid that there exists among the Parsis 
a very prejudiced and narrow-minded class of priests who do not 
wish outsiders to know  too much about their sacred writings. Prob
ably this feeling is due to the selfish desire of keeping to them
selves the hereditary right to dole out to the laity  and interpret as 
they choose the teachings of the Founder. I may be wroug, but I 
th ink that the backwardness o f the com m unity to catch up the 
suggestion of a Parsl Exploration Fund is, in some measure, due to 
this priestly obstructiveness.

G ranting that the libraries of Christendom  contain, for the 
most part, only copies of existin g Parsi books, there is yet another 
field of inquiry which I pointed out in a letter to the late M. Menant, 
de 1’ Institut, in 1896, which is not touched upon either in his 
reply of the same year or in the letter of M. Blochet above cited. 
W hat I wanted him to tell me was whether in “ any public library, 
in any part o f the world . . . there are ancient books, MSS., or
fragmentary gathas, etc.'’ I had no idea of confining our inquiries 
to European or any other libraries in Christian countries. The 
conquering armies of Islam were almost invariably accompanied by 
learned m ullahs whose writings have given the world most import
ant information about countries and people w ith whom they came 
in contact. I11 a letter to Prof. F linders Petrie, of University 
College, Eoudon, one of the questions I put to him  on behalf of the
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Pars? P a n c h a y e t ,  w as w h e th e r  i t  w o u ld  n o t b e  p ro f ita b le  to  s e a rc h  
in  th e  o ld e r  l ib r a r ie s  o f  O r ie n ta l  c o u n tr ie s  fo r m is s in g  f ra g m e n ts . 
A  g re a t d e a l th a t  w e k n o w  o f  Z o ro a s tr ia n ism  h a s  b ee n  d e r iv e d  
from  th e  f ra g m e n ts  p re s e rv e d  b y  th e  G re e k s , a n d  s in c e  w e k n o w  
th a t  th e  s c h o la rs  in  th e  t r a in  o f  A le x a n d e r  c a r r ie d  th e s e  aw a y  o n  
th e ir  r e tu r n  to  th e i r  c o u n tr ie s ,  w h a t m o re  n a tu ra l  th a n  th a t  a  c a re 
ful s e a rc h  in  th e  l ib ra r ie s  w h ic h  a re  th e  re p o s ito r ie s  o f  I s la m ic  l i t e r 
a tu re  w o u ld  y ie ld  r ic h  r e s u l ts  ? T h e  o n e  fac t w h ic h  i t  b e h o v e d  th e  
P a rs is  to  u n d e r s ta n d  is  th a t  th e  o ld  a d a g e , “  H e a v e n  h e lp s  th o s e  
w ho h e lp  th e m s e lv e s ,” w ill in d u b ita b ly  b e  p ro v e d  tru e  in  th e i r  ca se  
as i t  h a s  in  th e  ca se s  o f  th e  C h r is t ia n s , th e  H in d u s ,  a n d  th e  d e v o te e s  
o f  re se a rc h  in to  th e  b u r ie d  r e c o rd s  o r  o th e r  a n c ie n t  fa ith s . B u t n o  
pow er, h u m a n  o r  d iv in e , w ill h e lp  a n y  c o m m u n ity , n a t io n  o r  in d iv id 
u a l w h o  d o es  n o t  m a k e  a n  h o n e s t  e ffo rt o n  h is  ow n b eh a lf . A s  I  
h a v e  r e i te r a te d  a g a in  a n d  a g a in , th e  P a rs !  P a n c h a y e t  m ig h t h a v e  g o t 
p o sse ss io n  b y  th is  t im e  o f  p re c io u s  a d d i t io n s  to  th e i r  re lig io u s  re 
co rd s i f  th e y  h a d  b u t  a c c e p te d  th e  offer o f H . P . B., e m b o d ie d  in  m y  
le c tu re  a fo re sa id , to  g e t th e m  th e  c o n fid e n c e  a n d  h e lp  o f  h e r  f r ie n d , 
th e  th e n  V ic e ro y  o f  th e  C a u ca su s , P r in c e  D o n d o u k o ff  K o rsak o ff, for 
th e  P a rs!  E x p lo r a t io n  F u n d  w h ich  I  th e n  su g g e s te d . B u t th e y  h a v e  
p re fe r re d  to  go  on  a ll th e s e  y e a rs  in  th e  o ld  b e a te n  tra c k ,  w ith  th e  
e x c e p tio n  o f  th e  c o m p a ra tiv e ly  few  w h o  h a v e  b ec o m e  th e o s o p h is ts  
an d  w h o se  liv e s  h a v e  b ec o m e  e m b u e d  w ith  th e  fe e lin g  o f  re v e re n c e  
a n d  lo v e  fo r th e i r  g lo r io u s  re lig io n .

I t  m a y  se em  s tr a n g e  to  so m e  th a t  I  feel a n d  sp e a k  so  s tro n g ly  
on th is  s u b je c t  o f  th e  rev iv a l o f  Z o ro a s tr ia n ism , b u t,  a s  a  s tu d e n t  o f  
c o m p a ra tiv e  re lig io u s , I  h a v e  b ee n  c h a rm e d  a n d  im p re s se d  b y  its  
b e a u ty  a n d  d e e p ly  g r ie v e d  to  see  th a t  th e  T a ta s , th e  J i j ib h o y s ,  th e  
P e ti ts  a n d  o th e r  P a rs i m il lio n a ire s  w ho  h a v e  e x c ite d  so  m u c h  a d 
m ira tio n  b y  th e i r  ro y a l c h a r itie s ,  sh o u ld  n o t h a v e  d ev o ted  a  p o r 
tio n  o f  th e i r  g if ts  to  th is  m o s t n e c e s sa ry  o b je c t. O f co u rse , i t  w ill be 
no  p ro o f  to  a n y  o n e  o u ts id e  th e  n u m b e r  o f  u s  in  th e  S o c ie ty  w ho  
b e liev e  in  th e  e x is te n c e  o f  A k a s ic  R e c o rd s  a n d  th e  p o s s ib ili ty  of 
tr a c in g  in  th e m  th e  w o rld ’s h is to ry , th a t  th e  in te r e s t  fe lt b y  so m e  o f 
us n o n -P a rs is  m ay  b e  d u e  to  re la t io n s  w ith  th e  ra c e  a n d  re lig io n  in  
p a s t ages.

I f  I  h a v e  filled  u p  th is  c h a p te r  m a in ly  w ith  d isc u ss io n s  a b o u t 
th e  Z o ro a s tr ia n  re lig io n , i t  is b e c a u se  I  feel th a t  th e  rev iv a l o f  a ll 
a n c ie n t r e l ig io n s  is a v e ry  im p o r ta n t  p a r t  o f  th e  w o rk  o f  th e  T h e o -  
so p h ica l S o c ie ty , a n d  th a t  w h a t h a s  b e e n  d o n e  b y  u s  to w a rd s  it 
sh o u ld  b e  m e n tio n e d  in  a n y  V erac io u s h is to ry  of th e  m o v e m en t.

A s to  H in d u ism , see  th e  re v iv a l o f  B ra h m a n ism  a n d  o f  S a n s k r i t  
L ite ra tu re , th e  fo u n d a tio n  o f th e  C e n tra l H in d u  C ollege a n d  o u r  
S ec tio n a l a c tiv i tie s  ; a s  to  B u d d h ism , see  th e  200 S ch o o ls  a n d  th e  
th re e  C o lleg es  o p en e d  by  o u r  m e m b e rs  in  C eylon, th e  e n th u s ia sm  
in  B u d d h is t J a p a n , th e  u n p re c e d e n te d  f r ie n d ly  u n io n  b e tw e e n  th e  
N o rth e rn  a n d  S o u th e rn  B u d d h is ts , th e  B u d d h is t C a te ch ism
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c i r c u la t in g  in  n e a r ly  tw e n ty  la n g u a g e s .  Z o ro a s tr ia n ism  is our next 
g r e a t  c a re , a n d  I  p r a y  th a t  I  m a y  l iv e  to  se e  i t  rev iv e d  by the 
c o m b in e d  d e v o tio n  a n d  e ffo rts  o f  o u r  P ars! T h e o so p b is ts .

b e t  u s  n o w  r e tu r n  to  m y  le t te r  to  M r. K . R . C am a, th e  te x t of 
w h ic h  is  a s  fo llo w s  :

“  P e rm it  m e to  e n la rg e  so m e w h a t u p o n  th e  v iew s w hich  I expressed 
in  o u r  re c e n t c o n v e rsa tio n  a t  B om bay, a b o u t th e  b es t w ay to  improve 
th e  s ta te  o f  th e  Z o ro a s tr ia n  re lig io n . S in ce  th e  d a te  o f m y  Town Hall 
le c tu re  u p o n  th is  to p ic , in  th e  y e a r  1882, I h av e  been, as you know, one 
o f  th e  w a rm e s t fr ie n d s  o f  y o u r  re lig io n . In  p r iv a te  conversations and 
p u b lic  u tte ra n c e s , I h av e  tr ie d  to  in flu en ce  y o u r  le ad in g  m en to  combine 
to g e th e r  fo r i ts  in te re s ts . I  h a v e  p o in te d  to  th e  P a le stin e  Exploration 
F u n d  a n d  o th e r  so c ie tie s  as  ex a m p le s  s e t b y  th e  C h ris tian s  of what 
th e  fo llow ers o f  ev e ry  a n c ie n t fa ith  w hich  h a s  suffered  by  wars, migra
tio n s  a n d  o th e r  causes, o u g h t to  do i f  th e y  w ould  recover long lost 
k n o w led g e  a n d  co m p le te  th e ir  p re s e n t  m u ti la te d  sc rip tu re s , and inac
c u ra te  codes of te ac h in g . I h a v e  o ften  sa id , an d  now  repeat, that 
Z o ro a s tr ia n ism  is  one of th e  n o b le st, s im p les t, m o st sub lim e religions 
in  th e  w orld . I f  th e re  is a n y  re lig io n  w h a tso ev e r w hich  deserves the 
lo v e  a n d  lo y a lty  o f i ts  ad h e re n ts , y o u rs  is  su c h  a relig ion . I f  there 
is  a  re lig io n  b ack ed  b y  a  bo d y  o f m en o f  h ig h  intelligence, 
m ora l co u rag e , h a v in g  a s p ir i t  o f  lo y a lty  to  it, an d  a t once 
th e  ta c t  for b u s in e ss  a n d  v a s t  w e a lth —th e  rew ard  of genera
tio n s  o f in d u s tr io u s  w o rk e rs—it is to  be found  am ong  th e  I’arsis 
o f  Bom bay. A nd yet, w h ere  sh a ll w e find  a  co m m u n ity  so little 
v a lu in g  s p ir i tu a li ty  as th e  h ig h e s t  id ea l o f  h u m a n  l i f e ; so little 
u n d e rs ta n d in g  th e ir  s c rip tu re s  ; so in d iffe ren t to  th e  relig ious training 
o f  th e ir  so n s ? One w o u ld  su p p o se  th a t  th e  P a rs i summum bonum was 
a  h o u se fu l o f ru p ees  an d  a  b o d y  covered  w ith  p u rch a sed  decorations. 
I am  n o t fo rg e ttin g  th e  n u m b e rle ss  ac ts  o f  c h a r i ty  w h ich  have made 
th e  P arsi nam e alm ost th e  sy n o n y m  o f  b en ev o len ce  th ro u g h o u t the 
E n g lish -sp e a k in g  w orld , a n d  fo r w hich  I ho ld  y o u r  people in deep 
resp ec t. B u t m y eye is fixed up o n  th e  ty p e  o f  th e  tru e  Zoroastrian 
w h ich  h is to ry  p a in ts  for u s  in  th e  b an d  o f  p e rse c u te d  exiles, who left 
O rm u zd  an d  lan d ed  a t  S an jam , e ig h t c e n tu r ie s  ago. T h ey  were great 
in  a ll w orld ly  capac ities, for th e ir  p re se n t g re a t  m e rc an tile  and  m anu
fa c tu rin g  d esce n d an ts  sp ra n g  from  th e ir  lo in s  a n d  in h e r i t  th e ir  blood. 
B u t th e y  w ere g re a te r  s ti l l  in  th e ir  su b lim e  re lig io u s  devotion, which 
m ade th e m - l ik e  m y  ow n P ilg r im  fo re fa th e rs—q u it co u n try , wealth, 
friends, com fort, an d  all, an d  sm ilin g ly  face ev e ry  u n k n o w n  danger for 
th e  d ea r  sa k e  o f  th e ir  re lig ion . M oreover, th e y  w ere  led  by  the  holy 
D a s tu r  D arab , w hose p u r i ty  an d  s p ir i tu a li ty  w ere  such  as to  m ake it 
p ossib le  for h im  to  d raw  from  th e  b o u n d le ss  d k a s h  th e  d iv ine fire of 
O rm uzd, to  l ig h t th e  flam e w h ich  you  h a v e  ev e r s in ce  k e p t burning. 
A re you  su c h  m en to-day , w ith  y o u r  w e a lth , y o u r  lu x u rie s , you r kn igh t
hoods, you r m edals a n d  y o u r m ills  ? H av e  you  a  D arab  D astu r among 
you, o r even a  School o f  th e  P ro p h e ts , w h ere  n e o p h y te s  are ta u g h t the
d iv in e  sc ience A las! nay . O f y o u r  sc r ip tu re s  y o u  h av e  saved out of
th e  te rro rs  o f p e rsecu tio n  no m ore th a n  a sm all f ra c tio n ; and  only  the 
o th e r  d ay  w e read  of W este rn  O rie n ta lis ts  try in g  to  show  th a t even 
these  a re  m odern com pila tions from  v ario u s  sources. The question
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your h u m b le  friend and d efen d er asks is w h e th e r you m ean  to  keep  id le 
and n o t s t i r  a  h a n d  to  rev ive y o u r relig ion , to  d iscover all th a t  can be 
learn t a b o u t y o u r  sacred  w ritin g s, to  c rea te  a  m odern  schoo l o f  w rite rs , 
who sh a ll in v e s t y o u r e th ics  a n d  m e tap h y s ic s  w ith  such  a ch a rm  th a t  
we sh a ll h e a r  no  m ore ab o u t P ars i m en p rea ch in g  C h ris tia n ity  a t  D hobi 
Talav, o r P arsi g ir ls  m a rry in g  M ahom edans o r becom ing  Z en an a  
m issionaries. Do you  p re fe r  to  w ait u n til  h e a rts  a re  b roken  in  an  
hund red  m ore P arsi h o m e s ; u n til scores o f  once h ap p y  fam ilies a re  
broken up  by  ap o s tasies  o f ig n o ran t, u n ta u g h t,  or feeble m inded  
ch ild ren  ? I believe not ; m}’ fa ith  in  th e  p rac tica l good sense o f yonr 
com m unity  fo rb ids m y  believ ing  such  c rim in a l ind ifference to  be 
possible a f te r  y o u r  leaders open  th e ir  eyes to  th e  te rr ib le  d an g e rs  
th a t a re  slow ly  g a th e r in g  a ro u n d  you  in  consequence o f y o u r  excessive  
w orldliness.

W h a t p rac tica l rem edy  do I su g g e st ? .Simply th is . T h a t y o u r 
P an ch ay a t shou ld  ad o p t a form al R eso lu tion  dec la rin g  th a t, hen cefo rth , 
th e  p r o m o t io n  o f  t h e  i n t e r e s t  o f  t h e  Z o r o a s t r i a n  r e l i g i o n  s h a l l  b e  o n e  o f  

its  r e c o g n i z e d  d u t ie s  ; th a t  its  sy m p a th y  and  h e lp  m ay  be coun ted  on 
by every  scholar, soc ie ty , ex p lo re r o r o th e r  person  who, in a n y  p a r t o f 
the w orld, m ay  now  be engaged , or h e re a fte r  sh a ll engage, in  th e  co llec
tion of P arsi d o cu m en t an d  a n tiq u a ria n  relics; th e  ex p lo ra tion  of d is tric ts  
connected  w ith  P arsi h is to ry  ; th e  pub lica tion  o f  books, m aps, d raw ings, 
etc., upon  Z oroastrian  re lig ion  w h ich  m ay be found w o rth y  o f its  aid  ; 
and in  an y  o th e r  im p o rta n t effort to th ro w  lig h t upon  th a t  re lig ion . 
The S e c re ta ry  o f th e  P a n c h a y a t sh o u ld  be m ade, e x  o ff ic io , th e  ch a n n e l 
th ro u g h  w hich  sh a ll pass from  and  to  th e  P a n c h a y a t all co rresp o n d en ce  
and n eg o tia tio n s  g row ing  o u t o f th is  m a tte r ;  and  he shou ld  send  copies 
of th is  R eso lu tion  th ro u g h o u t th e  w orld to  th o se  in te rested . T he 
G overnm ent o f In d ia  and  th e  H om e G overnm en t sh o u ld  be p e titio n ed  
by th e  P a n c h a y a t th a t  a ll B ritish  M in iste rs  an d  C onsuls shou ld  be re 
quested  an d  encou raged  to  h e lp  in  th e  p rom otion  o f  th is  lau d ab le  w ork.

T he accu m u la ted  funds o f  th e  P a n c h a y a t being  am ple, th e re  
is no  n ec ess ity  for c rea tin g  a spec ia l fund  for th is  pu rpose, a t 
least for som e tim e to  com e ; a lth o u g h  I feel q u ite  su re  th a t  
as soon as th e  im p o rtan ce  o f th ese  resea rch es becom e know n, la rg e  
sum s w ill be g iven  b y  in d iv id u a ls  w hich , o therw ise , w ould  be 
given to  p u b lic  w o rk s o f in fin ite ly  less noble cha rac te r. I  
recom m end no  h as te , no lav ish  o u tlay , no  su d d en  o u tb u rs t o f  z e a l ; 
b u t a  q u ie t, ca lm , w ise adop tion  of th e  policy sk e tch e d  above, and  
the  dogged  c a rry in g  o u t of p rac tica l m ethods for its  full and  com plete 
accom plishm ent. I f  y o u r  people h ad  accepted  m y offer in 1882, I m ig h t 
have g iven  you m uch  assistance , for th e  th en  V iceroy o f  th e  C aucasus 
was an o ld  an d  in tim a te  friend  o f  m y lam en ted  co lleague, M adam e 
B lavatsky , an d  for h e r sake h e  w ould  have done all th a t  lay  w ith in  h is 
power. H ow ever, i t  is now  useless to  recall lo st o p p o rtu n itie s  ; on ly  lose 
no m ore. E v ery  m o n th ’s delay  lessens th e  chances of success ; ever}* 
w asted  y ea r is a m isfo rtune  for y o u r com m un ity .

I have v e n tu re d  to  offer th e  foregoing  sugg estio n s a t th e  request of 
a num ber o f  respectab le  P arsi friends, an d  I m ake them  for w hat th e j ' 
m ay be w orth . I feel th a t  I can do so th e  m ore freely since I have no 
personal ends to  accom plish, no m oney recom pense to  ask , no hon o u rs
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to  so licit. T h is  is y o u r  work, n o t m in e ; all I can  g ive  j'o u  is my loving 
sy m p a th y  an d  m y b e s t w ishes.”

A t th e  tim e  w h e n  I  w as w r i t in g  m y  le c tu r e  o f  1882, ou r Bom
b ay  h e a d q u a r te r s  w as v is i te d  b y  a  c e r ta in  M a s te r , h a p p ily  unknown 
by  th e  p u b lic  a n d  e v e n  th e  m a jo r i ty  o f  o u r  m e m b e rs , w ho  had but 
re c e n tly  g o n e  o v e r  th e  g ro u n d  in  A rm e n ia ,  w h e re  th e  a n c ie n t Parsis 
liv e d . H e  to ld  H .P .B . th a t ,  a t  th e  M o n a s te ry  o f  S o o rb  Ovanness, 
in  th a t  c o u n try ,  th e r e  w e re  in  1877 th r e e  s u p e ra n n u a te d  priests, 
w h o se  n u m b e r  h a d  b e e n  re d u c e d  to  o n e  w ith in  th e  su b se q u e n t five 
y e a rs  ; a n d  th a t  th e  l ib r a ry  o f  b o o k s  a n d  o ld  m a n u s c r ip ts  heaped 
u p  as  w a s te  p a p e r  in  e v e ry  c o rn e r  o f  th e  p i l la r -c e l ls ,  te m p tin g  no 
K u rd ,  w ere  s c a tte re d  o v e r  th e  ro o m s. F o r  th e  c o n s id e ra tio n  of a 
d a g g e r  a n d  a  few  s i lv e r  a b a z e s  I  g o t s e v e ra l p re c io u s  m anuscrip ts 
fro m  h i m ’’— th e  o ld  p r ie s t .  M o re o v e r, H .P .B . a n d  I  w ere  assured 
th a t  in  a  c e r ta in  la rg e  m o u n ta in  c a v e , e ffe c tu a lly  c lo sed  ag a in s t all 
in t r u d e r s  a n d  v a n d a ls  an d , l ik e  th e  m a n y  o th e r  o f  th e  sam e kind 
s c a t te r e d  th r o u g h o u t  th e  w o rld , c o n s ta n t ly  w a tc h e d  o v e r a n d  guard
e d  b y  th e  M a s te rs  o f  w isd o m , th e  w h o le  b o d y  o f  v a lu a b le  Zoroas- 
t r ia n  l i t e r a tu r e  is s to re d  u p  a g a in s t  th e  p r o p e r  t im e  fo r i t s  restora
t io n  to  m a n k in d . O ld  re a d e rs  o f  o u r  l i t e r a tu r e  w ill re m e m b e r  that 
i t  h a s  b e e n  affirm ed  on th e  b e s t  a u th o r i ty  th a t  n o  b o o k  th a t  is  im port
a n t  to  o u r  ra c e  h a s  e v e r  b ee n  i r re tr ie v a b ly  lo s t. D e s p i te  th e  worst 
e n d e a v o u rs  o f  b ig o te d  K h a lifs , l ik e  O m a r, w h o  b u r n t  th e  A lex
a n d r ia n  lib ra ry , a n d  d r u n k e n  s o ld ie r s  l ik e  A le x a n d e r ,  w h o  gave the 
c ita d e l o f  P e rse p o lis  to  th e  flam es , th e  w o rld ’s in te l le c tu a l  and 
s p ir i tu a l  e v o lu tio n  a re  n e v e r  s ta y e d  ; fo r th e  m o tto  is  N u l l a  v estig ia  

r e t r o r s u m .

“ A  C R I T I C I S M  O N  T H E  ‘ N E W  T H O U G H T ’ M O V E M E N T*
\ _ C o n c h id e d  f r o m  p .  613].

Men tal  H e a l in g .
W IN G  to  th e  h a p h a z a rd  w ay  in  w h ic h  w e  th in k  a n d  co n seq u en t

ly  th e  i r r e g u la r  m a n n e r  in  w h ic h  w e liv e , w e h a v e  th e  d iso rd er
ed  m in d  a n d  c o n s e q u e n tly  th e  d is o rd e re d  b o d y . S ic k n e s s  in  som e form 
a n d  in  v a r io u s  d e g re e s  se em s to  b e  th e  n o rm a l c o n d it io n  o f  th e  race. 
M any , th e re fo re , w ho  b e c o m e  in te r e s te d  in  th e  N e w  T h o u g h t  are so 
b e c a u se  of th e  p ro m ise  it  h o ld s  o u t  o f  d e l iv e ra n c e  fro m  d ise ase  and 
o f  re s to ra t io n  to  h e a lth .  E s p e c ia l ly  is th i s  so  w ith  th o s e  w ho have 
a i lm e n ts  o f  a c h ro n ic  n a tu re .  T h e i r  lo n g  su ffe r in g s  m a k e  them  
tu r n  to  a n y  sy s te m  w h ic h  p ro m ise s  th e m  r e l i e f :  a n d  h e n c e  th e  rap id  
r is e  o f  th o s e  s y s te m s  w h ic h  p u t  th e  c u re  o f  th e  b o d y  in  th e  fore
f ro n t o f  th e i r  te a c h in g . A n d  w e n e e d  n o t b e  s u r p r i s e d  a t  th e se  sys
te m s  h a v in g  r ise n  to  th e  d ig n i ty  o f a  r e l ig io u s  c u l t .  T h e  nu m ero u s 
“c u re s ” —m a n y  o f  th e m  s e e m in g ly  m ira c u lo u s — m a d e  b y  Mrs. Eddy’s

H. S . Olco tt .
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discip les h a v e  m a d e  “ E d d y is m  ”  a  re lig io u s  c u lt  in  A m e ric a , a n d  
tu rned  th e  h e a d  o f  th e  “  fo u n d re s s  ” h e r s e lf  so th a t  s h e  is  su f fe r in g  
from a c e r ta in  c o n d it io n  o f  m in d  in  w h ic h  sh e  im a g in e s  h e r s e lf  
to be a  k in d  o f  fe m a le  d iv in i ty . L u t  th e r e  is  n o 'm o re  re lig io n  
in h e a lin g  th e  s ic k  b y  m e n ta l  su g g e s tio n  th a n  th e re  is  in  a d 
m in is te rin g  P ro f. B ild ’s “  G re e n  P il ls  fo r B lu e  P e o p le .” T h is  
lin k in g  o f  m e n ta l  c u re  to  an y  fo rm  o f  re lig io u s  b e lie f  is q u ite  u n 
w arran ted , fo r  th e  b a s is  o f  m e n ta l  h e a l in g  is  c o n fin e d  to  n o  fo rm  o f 
relig ion, b u t  is a  p r in c ip le  co m m o n  to  th e  ra c e .

T h is  f u n d a m e n ta l  p r in c ip le  is  th a t  th e  su b je c tiv e  m in d  is in  
close c o n n e c tio n  w ith , a n d  h a s  fu ll c o n tro l over, a ll th e  fu n c tio n s  o f  
the body , c o n sc io u s  a n d  u n c o n s c io u s . T h is  p r in c ip le  ca n  o n ly  b e  
u n d ersto o d  b y  o n e  a d v a n c e d  in  p sy c h o -p h y s io lo g y . T h e  a v e ra g e  
m an b e liev es  th a t  h is  v a r io u s  b o d ily  fu n c tio n s  a re  a u to m a tic  ; th a t  
h is o rg an s  w o rk  w ith o u t th e  c o n tro l  o f  h is  m i n d ; th a t  th e y  “ go 
th e m s e lv e s ;"  w h ic h  is  j u s t  a s  c o n v in c in g  a s  y o u r  s e rv a n t’s  e x p la 
nation  of th e  b ro k e n  v a se  : “  Tt fe ll its e lf .” B u t th is  is  o n ly  p a r t ly
true, fo r th e  b o d ily  fu n c tio n s  a re  c o n tro l le d  b y  th e  in d iv id u a l th o u g h  
he m ay n o t b e  c o n s c io u s  o f  th e  fac t.

In  re g a rd  to  h is  b o d y , m a n  is  n o t  o n e  b u t  m an} '— v e ry  m an y . 
“ T h e  h u m a n  o rg a n is m  c o n s is ts  o f  in n u m e ra b le  liv e s  w h ic h  b u ild  
up  cells . ” A n d  w e m u s t  re m e m b e r  th a t  m in d  a n d  c o n s c io u sn e ss  
are n o t o n e  a n d  th e  sa m e. I  su p p o se  w e m ay  ta k e  i t  th a t  id eas  
—k n o w le d g e —can  e x is t  o n ly  in  m in d . W e  a ll h a v e  a  g re a t  m a n y  
ideas— a g re a t  d ea l o f  k n o w le d g e — o f w h ich  w e a re  n o t  a lw a y s  c o n 
scious. T h e  p e rm a n e n c e  o f  th is  k n o w le d g e  a rg u e s  th e  p e rm a n e n c e  
of m ind . I  h a v e  a  k n o w le d g e  o f  o n e  o r  tw o  la n g u a g e s  b e s id e s  
E n g lish , b u t  I  am  n o t, a t  th is  p r e s e n t  m o m e n t, c o n s c io u s  o f  a w o rd  
in  an y  o f  th e m . I  k n o w , h o w ev e r, th a t  w h en  I  w 'ant th e m  I  c a n  
b r in g  th e m  in to  m y  c o n s c io u sn e s s  a n d  u se  th e m . T h e y  
are s to re d  u p  in  m y  s u b je c t iv e  m in d . M an  in  h is  e v o lu tio n  
beg an  as  a  s in g le  ce ll a n d  h a s  m o u n te d  u p  b y  th e  a d d itio n  o f  
cell a f te r  ce ll till h e  is  n o w  th e  p a ra g o n  o f  a n im a ls . T h e  p h y s io l
o g is t w ill te ll  y o u  th a t  e v e ry  c e ll h a s  life  : b u t  th e  p sy c h o lo g is t
w ill te ll y o u  th a t  e v e ry  ce ll h a s  in te l l ig e n c e .  ( I  m e an  n o t th e  o ld  
d ry -a s -d u s t p sy c h o lo g is t, b u t  th e  n ew  p s y c h o lo g is t  w ho  r e g a rd s  m an  
as a d e v e lo p m e n t of m in d -e x p re s s io n  c o n te m p o ra n e o u s ly  w ith  
b o d ily  fo rm s.)  T h e  re f le x  a c tio n  in  m u sc le s  w h e n  c o n c io u sn e ss  is 
gone show 's th e  e x is te n c e  o f  th is  c e ll- in te l l ig e n c e .  T h e  frog , w ith  
th e  b ra in  c o r te x  rem o v e d , sh o w s th e  e x is te n c e  o f  in te llig e n c e  in  
its s e p a ra te  l im b s  b y  a d a p tin g  m e a n s  to  e n d s  : an d  P ro f. J a m e s  says, 
“ I f  p u rp o s e  re m a in s  th e  sa m e  w h en  th e  m e a n s  a re  d iffe re n t th e re  
is M ind .”

T h e re  a re  c o rp u sc le s  in  th e  b lo o d  w h ic h  a re  c a lle d  th e  s c a v e n 
gers o f  th e  b o d y . W h e n  a n y  in ju r io u s  su b s ta n c e , a n y  h o s tile  
b ac te ria , m a k e  th e i r  a p p e a ra n c e , th e s e  co rp u sc le s  im m e d ia te ly  se t 
u p o n  th e m  a n d  d e s tro y  th e m  th o u g h  th e y  th e m se lv e s  m ay  p e r is h  in

0
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so  d o in g . W h e n  a  w o u n d  h a s  b e e n  m a d e  th e y  im m e d ia te ly  rush  to 
b u ild  u p  th e  p a r t  a g a in  a n d  th e  sc a b  w h ic h  is  fo rm e d  is  th e  battle
field  on  w h ic h  a re  p ile d  u p  th e  b o d ie s  o f  th e  in v a d e r s  a n d  defenders. 
T h e s e  fac ts  a re  c le a r  e v id e n c e  th a t  M ind  e x is ts  in  e v e ry  p a r t of our 
b o d ie s  th o u g h  th e r e  is  n o  c o n s c io u sn e s s  p r e s e n t  : th a t  e v e ry  cell has 
“ in te l l ig e n c e  c o m m e n s u ra te  w ith  i ts  f u n c t io n s .” W e  th in k  all over 
o u r  b o d ie s  : a n d  w h e n  w e re a lis e  th is  w e a re  on  th e  w ay  to  under
s ta n d in g  h o w  th e  m in d  a ffec ts  th e  b o d y  e i th e r  fo r  h e a l th  o r  disease. 
D o c to rs  re a liz e  th i s — I  m e a n  so m e  d o c to rs — a n d  ca ll i t  th e  v ism ed i-  

c a tr ix  n a tu r a e . B u t i t  is  o n ly  th e  p s y c h o -p h y s io lo g ic a l  d o c to r  who 
re c o g n iz e s  it  as  m in d  w h ic h  is  u n iv e rs a l ,  w h ic h  l in k s  a ll life as one 
— a u n ity , w h ic h  is  th e  o m n ip r e s e n t  s p i r i t  o f  life , w h ic h  is  th e  one 
th in g  th a t  is p e r m a n e n t  a n d  rea l a n d  fu n d a m e n ta l .

A ll th e se  s e p a ra te  c e n tr e s  o f  in te l l ig e n c e  p e r fo rm  th e ir  functions, 
as  m a n y  th in k ,  a u to m a tic a lly  a n d  in d e p e n d e n tly  o f  o n e  an o th e r . But 
th e r e  is  a  s u p re m e  '.h e ad , a  g e n e ra l, o r  m a n a g e r — th e  Subjective 
M in d . H o w  th e  su b je c tiv e  m in d  c o n tro ls  th e s e  c e n tr e s  w e do not 
k n o w  : b u t  th a t  i t  d o es  so  is  in c o n tr o v e r t ib le  : th e  r e s u l t s  p ro v e  it. 
T h e  m a n a g e r  is n o t a lw a y s  p re s e n t  in  e v e ry  d e p a r tm e n t  : b u t when 
a n y  d e p a r tm e n t  is  n o t  w o rk in g  p ro p e r ly  h e  m a k e s  h is  appearance 
t h e r e : a t  a n y  r a te  h e  sh o u ld  i f  th e  w h o le  c o n c e rn  is n o t  to  “ fall to 
c u re le ss  r u in .”

W e  k n o w  th a t  th is  s u b je c t iv e  m in d  is  c o n s ta n t ly  a m en a b le  to 
su g g e s tio n s  from  th e  o b je c tiv e  m in d , a n d  th e s e  s u g g e s t io n s  a re  either 
s e lf-su g g e s tio n s  o r  s u g g e s tio n s  f ro m  o th e r s  ; a n d  w e sh o u ld  be very 
m u c h  a liv e  to  th e  k in d  o f  a u to -s u g g e s t io n s  w e m a k e  o r  th e  ex tran e
o n s  su g g e s tio n s  w e a d m it.

I f  I  h a v e  re a d  M rs. B e s a n t a r ig h t  s h e  p o s tu la te s  a  U niverse 
o f  w h ich  M ind  is th e  b a s is  : a  u n iv e rs a l  c o n s c io u s n e s s . In d iv id u a l 
egos a re  “ s e p a ra te d  u n i t s  o f  c o n s c io u s n e s s  ” — “ J iv a s .” A ll selves 
a re  e m a n a tio n s , o r  ra y s , o f  th is  O n e  M in d  a n d  a re  p a s s in g  th ro u g h  
c y c le s  o f d e v e lo p m e n t in  t h e  c o u rse  o f  w h ic h  th e y  w ill acquire 
a n  in d iv id u a l i ty  w h ic h  w ill b e  a b s o rb e d  in to  th e  A ll b u t will 
s ti ll  r e ta in  th e ir  e s s e n tia l  s e p a ra te n e s s .  S o m e th in g  l ik e  th is  is 
a s su m e d  b y  th e  N ew  T h o u g h t .  M an  is  re c o g n ise d  as  b e in g  one 
w ith  G o d . B u t th e  w o rd  “ G o d  ” is  s e t a s id e  a s  b e in g  to o  lim ited  
to  e x p re s s  th e  idea , a n d  th e  te rm  ‘‘ L ife  P r in c ip le  ” is  u se d  instead . 
T h e  te rm  “  G o d  ” im p lie s  s e p a ra te n e s s  a n d  p u ts  M an  on a p lane 
w h e re  h e  is  b o u n d e d  b y  l im ita t io n s  th a t  c r a m p  a n d  c rip p le  him . 
T h e  r e c o g n it io n  o f  th e  “  L ife  P r in c ip le  ”  s e ts  h im  free . H e  becom es 
m a s te r  o f  h is  F a te , fo r th e re  is  n o  p o w e r  in  r e a li ty  g re a te r  than 
h im se lf . H is  sh a c k le s  a n d  b o n d s  a re  only7 im a g in a ry  fo r  th e y  are 
se lf- im p o sed . H e  is  o n ly  w ea k  b e c a u s e  h e  b e lie v e s  h im se lf  to  be 
so . L ik e  th e  h y p n o tis e d  h e n  h e  lie s  s ti ll ,  im a g in in g  h im s e lf  bound 
b y  a  f e t te r  w h ich  is  n o  s tr o n g e r  in  re a lity  th a n  a  c irc le  o f  ch a lk .

T h is  L ife  P r in c ip le  o p e ra te s  b y  w h a t is c a lle d  th e  L aw  o f A t
tra c tio n . M a n y  h o ld  th a t  th e  L aw  o f  A ttr a c t io n  A th e  L ife  P rinc i-
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pie. T h is  L aw  o f  A t t r a c t io n — th a t  l ik e  d ra w s  to  l i k e —is  th e  m o to r  
power o f  th e  w o rld , o f th e  u n iv e rse , iu  fact. W e  a t t r a c t  w h a t!  w e 
are like, a n d  w e  in v i te  w h a t w e e x p e c t .  L e t  y o u r  th o u g h ts  b e  g o o d  
and you  w ill d ra w  g o o d  a ro u n d  you . C h e r ish  im p u re  th o u g h ts  a n d  
im purity  w ill in e v ita b ly  g ra v ita te  to w a rd s  y o u . T h in k  s tr o n g  
th o u g h ts  a n d  y o u  w ill a t t r a c t  s t r e n g th ,  T h o u g h t  is  a  s u b s ta n c e  
infin itely  m o re  s u b t le  th a n  a n y  k n o w n  su b s ta n c e . I t  is a lso  m o re  
powerful th a n  a n y  m a te r ia l  m a n ife s ta tio n  a n d  c a n , w h en  e x e r te d  
d irectly  a n d  s tr o n g ly ,  m o v e  m o u n ta in s . B y  th e  L aw  o f  A ttra c tio n  
and th e  u n iv e rs a l i ty  of th e  L ife  P r in c ip le  m y  th o u g h t  ca n  tra v e l 
over the  w o rld  a n d  f in d  th e  th o u g h t  a k in  to  it  iu  y o u r  m in d  th o u g h  
you m ay b e  a t  th e  a n tip o d e s . W e  liv e  in  an  a tm o sp h e re  o f  th o u g h t  
and we a t t r a c t  a n d  a s s im ila te  w h a t is  a k in  to  o u r  ow n th o u g h ts .  
But fu rth e r , th e  th o u g h ts  o f  o th e rs  m ay  in te rp e n e tra te  m in e  a n d  
dom inate m e, u n le s s  I th ro w  a  p r o te c t in g  sh ie ld  o v e r m y se lf  to  w ard  
them  off. M a n y  o f  u s  a re  so lo o se ly  c o n s tru c te d  m e n ta lly  th a t  w e 
are o v erp o w ered  b y  th e  in r u s h  o f  th e  th o u g h ts  of o th e rs . W e  ta k e  
oil th e  fo rm  o f  o u r  s u r ro u n d in g s  : w e s u r r e n d e r  to  th e  p o w e r  o f  th e  
last sp e a k e r  w e h a v e  h e a rd  : th e  la te s t  b o o k  w e h a v e  rea d . L ik e  
the je lly -fish  w e ta k e  th e  c o lo u rs  o f  th e  food w e w ere  la s t fed on. 
W e ad o p t th e  c u r r e n t  fad  o r  fa sh io n  in  m u sic , re lig io n , o r  th e  
dram a.

I f  w e a re  to  b e  rea l m en  a n d  w o m en  w e h a v e  to  le a rn  to  b e  
ourselves a n d  n o t re p lic a s  o f  o th e r  p e o p le . A n d  w e c a n  o n ly  do  
th is by  d e v e lo p in g  o u r  ow n  T h o u g h t  P o w er. A n d  p re c is e ly  h e re  
the b en e fits  o f  th e  N ew  T h o u g h t  a p p e a r . M an is h is  ow n s ta te 
m ent o f b e in g .” H e  is  vvliat h e  b e liev e s  h im s e lf  to  be . I  a s s e r t  m y  
oneness w ith  th e  P r in c ip le  o f  L ife. In  th e  w o rd s  o f  C h r is t ,  “ I  a n d  
my F a th e r  a re  o n e .” By th e  L aw  o f  A ttr a c tio n  all th a t  is m in e  w ill 
come to  m e, fo r th e  L aw  o f A ttr a c t io n  iu  th o u g h t- s u b s ta n c e  w ill 
a ttrac t to  m e, w h a t I  e a rn e s t ly  d e s ire . I t w ill n o t co m e p e rh a p s  a t  
once ; for I  h a v e  s u r ro u n d e d  m y se lf  o r  h a v e  b ee n  s u r ro u n d e d  by 
o thers, w ith  a  wall o f fa lse  be lie fs , a n d  th is  m u s t b e  b a t te re d  d o w n  ; 
but com e i t  w ill, fo r :—

“ A sleep, aw ake, by  n ig h t o r day ,
T he frien d s I seek  are  se ek in g  me.

T he w a te rs  know  tlie ir  own an d  d raw  
T h e  b rooks th a t  sp r in g  in  y o n d er h e i g h t :
So flows th e  good w ith  eq u a l law  
U n to  th e  sou l o f pu re  d e lig h t.
T he s ta rs  com e n ig h tly  to  th e  s k y :
T h e  tid a l w ave u n to  th e  sea :
N or space, nor tim e, n o r  deep, no r h igh,
C an  k eep  m y own aw ay  from  m e ”

E v e ry th in g  d e p e n d s  o n  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t o f  m y  o w n  th o u g h t-  
pow er. A n d  to  d o  th is  a s tu d y  a n d  p ra c tic e  o f  th e  m e th o d s  se t 
fo rth  by  M rs. B e sa n t in  h e r  in v a lu a b le  b o o k  o n  “  T h o u g h t p o w e r—
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I t s  C o n tro l a n d  C u l tu re  ” is  in d is p e n s a b le .  T h e r e  is  so  m uch  of the 
“ N ew  T h o u g h t” in  t h a t  b o o k  th a t  i t  is  th e  o n ly  o n e  w h ic h  one can
n o t a ffo rd  to  lose. M rs. B e s a u t’s  “ T h o u g h t- P o w e r ,’’ T r in e ’s “ In 
T u n e  w ith  th e  I n f in i te ,” a n d  H e n r y  W o o d ’s  “ I d e a  S u g g e s tio n ,” will 
r ic h ly  re w a rd  th o s e  w h o  c a n  a s s im ila te  th e m .

T o  d e v e lo p  th o u g h t  p o w e r  th e r e  is  o n e  t r u t h  w h ic h  m ust be 
re c o g n ise d  a n d  a c te d  u p o n . Y o u  m u s t  n o t  t h i n k  about a  th ing , but 
y o u  m u s t th in k  th e  th in g  itse lf . E v e r y th in g  d e p e n d s  o n  th is . You 
m u s t a lw a y s  se e  y o u r s e lf  a s  a c tu a lly  b e in g  w h a t  y o u  w ish  to  be; 
a n d  n o t  b e in g  w h a t  y o u  d e s ire  n o t  to  b e . E v e r y  id e a  firm ly  fixed 
in  th e  m in d  c o n ta in s  w ith in  i t s e l f  th e  g e rm  o f  i t s  re a liza tio n . To 
q u o te  R. W . T r in e  : “ E v e r y th in g  is  w o rk e d  o u t  f irs t in  th e  unseen 
b e fo re  it  is m a n ife s te d  in  th e  s e e n , in  th e  id e a l  b e fo re  i t  is realised 
in  th e  re a l, in  th e  s p ir i tu a l  b e fo re  i t  s h o w s  fo r th  in  th e  material. 
T h e  re a lm  o f th e  u n s e e n  is  th e  re a lm  o f  c a u se . T h e  re a lm  of the 
s e e n  is  th e  re a lm  o f e ffec t. T h e  n a tu r e  o f  e ffe c t is  a lw a y s  deter
m in e d  a n d  c o n d it io n e d  b y  th e  n a tu r e  o f  i t s  c a u s e .”  H en c e  the 
te a c h e r s  o f  th is  m o v e m e n t lay  g r e a t  s t r e s s  o n  th e  making 
o f  A ff irm a tio n s  o f  w h a t o n e  w ish e s  h im s e lf  to  be , a n d  Denials 
o f  w h a t  o n e  d o e s  n o t  w ish  to  e x i s t  in  h im s e lf  o r  in  others. 
T h e  m in d  h a s  to  b e  c o n c e n t r a te d  o n  th e  th o u g h t  o f health 
e v e n  w h e n  h e a lth  is  r e c o g n is e d  b y  th e  o b je c tiv e  m ind  as 
n o t  b e in g  a c tu a lly  e x is te n t .  T h o u g h ts  o f  s e lf - c o n tro l  m ust be 
f irm ly  h e ld  e v e n  w h e n  y o u  re c o g n iz e  y o u r  te n d e n c y  to  being 
s to rm - to s s e d  b y  o u tw a rd  in f lu e n c e s . M r. E e a d b e a te r  q u es tio n s  the 
m o ra l i ty  o f su c h  a  c o u rs e . “ T r u t h  w o u ld  fo rb id  ” s a y s  h e  “ th a t I 
sh o u ld  e v e r  d e n y  th a t  a  b o d y  c a n  e v e r  b e  in  ill -h e a lth . T h e  true 
m a n , th e  ego, th e  so u l, is  n o t  i l l : a n d  if th e  d e n ia l  is  u n d ers to o d  in 
th a t  se n se  th e r e  c a n  b e  n o  o b je c tio n  to  it. B u t  i t  is  n o t usually 
u n d e r s to o d  in  th a t  s e n s e  ; t h e  s ta te m e n t  is  c le a r ly  m a d e  th a t  the 
w ay  to  g e t  r id  o f  a  h e a d a c h e  is  to  a s s e r t  “ I  h a v e  n o  h e a d a c h e ,” an 
a s s e r t io n  w h ic h  p r e s e n t ly  m a y  b e c o m e  t r u e ,  b u t  is  undoubted ly  
fa lse  w h e n  f irs t  m a d e . I  do  n o t d e n y  th a t  b y  p e r s is te n t ly  m aking 
th a t  fa lse  s ta te m e n t  a n  effec t m a y  b e  p r o d u c e d  : b u t  i t  seem s to me 
th a t  th e  fa lse h o o d  is  a  m u c h  m o re  s e r io u s  ev il th a n  th e  h ea d ac h e ;’ 
S o  fa r M r. L e a d b e a te r .  B u t I  s u b m i t  t h a t  M r. E e a d b e a te r  is not 
re c o g n iz in g  w h e re in  c o n s is ts  th e  e s s e n tia l  n a tu r e  o f  a  falsehood, 
A  “ lie  ”  is  a n  a t te m p t to  d e c e iv e , to  m is le a d . B u t a  m an  may 
s ta te  w h a t is a n  a c tu a l  fa c t a n d  p ro d u c e  a n  im p re ss io n  th a t is 
to ta l ly  fa lse . O n  th e  o th e r  h a n d  w h e n  a  m a n  sa y s  th a t  h e  has no 
h e a d a c h e  a l th o u g h  o b je c tiv e ly  h e  h a s  o n e , b u t  k n o w in g  th a t  the 
s u b je c t iv e  m in d  re a liz e s  a n  a f f irm a tio n , h e  is  n o t  g u i l ty  o f  falsehood 
re a l o r  in te n t io n a l .  H e  a ffirm s w h a t h e  w ish e s  to  b e , a n d  th e  crea
t iv e  p o w e r  o f  th o u g h t  e m b o d ie s  th e  a f f irm a tio n  in  h is  ex p e rien ce .

S im ila r ly  w h e n  w e c o n s id e r  m e n ta l  a n d  m o ra l q u a litie s  it is 
m o re  e ffec tiv e  to  s a y  “ I  am  s t r o n g  a n d  se lf -c o n tro l le d ,” th a n  to  say 
“ I s h a l l  b e  s t r o n g  a n d  se lf-c o n tro lle d .”  F o r  in  th is  la s t  case the
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im age fo rm e d  in  th e  m in d  is  th e  im a g e  o f  a n  i n t e n t i o n  to  be, o r  to  
do, s o m e th in g  : w h e re a s  w h e n  I  affirm  th a t  “  I  a m  s e lf-c o n tro lle d  ” 
m y m in d  sh a p e s  i t s e l f  to  th e  im a g e  o f  w h a t I  w ish  to  be, a n d  b y  
c o n c e n tra te d  e ffo rt i t  r e p e a ts  th e  v ib ra t io n s  a n d  “ g ra d u a lly  b ec o m e s 
p art o f  m y  n a tu re ,  a n d  f irm ly  e s ta b l is h e d  in  m y  c h a ra c te r .” T h e re  
is all th e  d if fe re n c e  th a t  th e re  is  b e tw e e n  i n t e n d i n g  to  p a y  a  d e b t a n d  
ac tua lly  p a y in g  it.  T h e r e  is  f a lse h o o d  w h e n  a m a n  affirm s w h a t is 
n o t tru e  a n d  in  t h e  n a tu re  o f  th in g s  n e v e r  ca n  b ec o m e  t r u e  : b u t  
th e re  is  n o  fa lse h o o d  w h e n  b y  th e  v e ry  fa c t o f  a ff irm in g  i t  to  b e  t r u e  
I  can m a k e  th a t  b e c o m e  e x is te n t  w h ic h  a t p re s e n t  is  n o n -e x is te n t .

B ut n o t a ll te a c h e rs  o f  th e  N ew  P sy c h o lo g y  lay  s tre s s  on  th e  
m a k in g  o f  a ff irm a tio n s  a n d  d e n ia ls . B u t all do  affirm  th e  n e c e s s ity  
o f h o ld in g  in  th e  m in d  th e  id e a  o f  w h a t o n e  w ish es to  b e  rea lize d . 
H e n ry  W o o d , T r in e ,  P re n tic e  M u lfo rd , a n d  o th e r  so u n d  w rite rs , 
s tre n u o u s ly  a d v o c a te  th e  h o ld in g  o f  th e  id e a l a lo n g  w ith  th e  
firm  e x p e c ta tio n  o f  i ts  re a liz a tio n . M a n y  p e rs o n s  h a v e  fo u n d  
th a t th e  c o n s ta n t  r e p e t i t io n  o f  th e  a ff irm a tio n  a n d  d e n ia ls  h a v e  
m ost b en e f ic ia l re s u lts .  B y  th a t  c o n s ta n t  “  p e g g in g  aw ay ” th e  
ob jective  m in d  is  u l t im a te ly  s t i l le d  a n d  i ts  h a rm fu l in f lu e n c e  d e
stro y ed  a n d  th e  su b je c t iv e  m in d  is  im p re s s e d  w ith  th e  id e a ;  a n d  
once it  is th e re  th e  w o rk  is  d o n e . Y o u  h a v e  s e n t  y o u r  te le g r a m :  
th e  L ife  P r in c ip le  w ill see  to  i t  th a t  i t  r e a c h e s  i ts  d e s t in a t io n — in  
tim e.

M u ch  m ig h t  b e  s a id  a b o u t th e  m e th o d s  w h ic h  a re  r e c o m m e n d 
ed b y  th e  v a r io u s  N ew  T h o u g h t  te a c h e r s  fo r d e v e lo p in g  th o u g h t-  
pow er, th e  m a n a g e m e n t o f  th e  b re a th , p ra c tic e s  fo r  c u l t iv a t in g  th e  
pow er o f  c o n c e n tra t io n ,  d e v e lo p in g  p e rs o n a l  m a g n e tism , a n d  so  
fo rth . B u t th e s e  a re  in c id e n ta l  d e ta ils  w h ic h  I h a v e  n o t  sp a ce  to  
deal w ith . O n e  fe a tu re  o f  th e  te a c h in g , h o w ev e r, is so  p r o m in e n t 
th a t m u c h  c o m m e n t is  m a d e  u p o n  i t— th a t is, th e ir  c o n s ta n t  re fe r
ence to  w h a t th e y  ca ll th e  law  o f  O p u len c e . T h e  b a s e r  s o r t  p la ce  
th is  so -c a lle d  L aw  in  th e  fo re -fro n t o f  th e ir  sy s tem s . T h e y  c o n 
tin u a lly  h a r p  u p o n  it, a n d  th e y  s e e k  b y  so  d o in g  to  d raw  p eo p le  in to  
th e ir  n e t. I  k n o w  n o t h o w  m a n y  “ b ro th e rh o o d s  ” a re  in  e x is te n c e  
w ith  th e ir  v a r io u s  d e g re e s . “ S u cce ss  C i r c le s ” e x is t  b y  th e  sco re  
a n d  y o u r  p e rso n a l su c c e ss  in  a n y  w alk  o f  life is  b ro u g h t a b o u t b y  
the  “ p o w erfu l v ib r a t io n s ” w h ic h  k n o w  n o  lim its  o f  t im e  o r  sp ace , o f  
the  sp e c ia lly  d ev e lo p e d  p re s id e n t o f  th e  C irc le . Y o u  a re  in v ite d  
to  jo in  th e  b ro th e rh o o d  o r  b ec o m e  a  “  c irc le i te .” Y o u  m u st, how 
ever, p ay  c a sh  d o w n .

T h e r e  is n o  d ir e c t  L a w  o f O p u le n c e  : n o  p o w e r in  th o u g h t b y  
w h ich  y o u  ca n  w ill w e a lth  to  y o u  w h ile  y o u  a re  d o in g  n o th in g . 
B u t b y  s tr e n u o u s  se lf-c u ltu re , s o u l-c u ltu re , y o u  can  o b ta in  w h a t you  
w an t, w h a t y o u  n e e d . B y  d e v e lo p in g  th o u g h t-p o w e r  y o u  can  b r in g  
to  th e  su rfa c e  p o w e rs  th a t  a re  la te n t  in  y o u  : you  can  ro u n d  o ff th e  
sh a rp  a n g le s  in  y o u r  c h a ra c te r  : y o u  c a n  fre e  y o u r s e lf  from  d isease , 
an d  k e e p  y o u r s e lf  f r e e : y o u  c a n  lo se  y o u r  fo rm e r  q u e s tio n a b le
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h a b i ts  a n d  lik in g s  a n d  a c q u ire  n e w  a n d  d e s ira b le  q u a l i t ie s  : you can 
s tr e n g th e n  y o u r  m e n ta l  q u a l i t ie s  a n d  e n la rg e  y o u r  sy m p a th ie s  : you 
ca n  m a k e  y o u rs e lf  s u c h  th a t  y o u  d ra w  all m e n  u n to  y o u  : an d  then 
th e  “ L,aw o f  O p u le n c e  ”  is  m a n ife s te d  in  y o u r  life a n d  su rro u n d in g s .

H E  o r ig in  a n d  m e a n in g  o f th e  A n c ie n t  Z o d ia c  h a s  a lw a y s  ap p ear
ed  a  m o re  o r  le s s  in e x p lic a b le  p u z z le  to  th e  W e s te rn  A stro n o 

m e r, a n d  th e  d a te  w h e n  i t  w as in v e n te d  h a s  b e e n  a  p ro lif ic  so u rce  of 
s p e c u la t io n  to  m a n y  w r i te r s .  S in c e  i t  c a m e  in to  e x is te n c e  prev ious 
to  w h a t  is  k n o w n  a s  th e  h is to r ic a l  p e r io d ,  th e  t im e  o f i ts  b eg in n in g  
c a n  o n ly  b e  in f e r r e d  b y  c i rc u m s ta n t ia l  e v id e n c e . O n e  favorite 
m e th o d  fo r o b ta in in g  a n  a p p ro x im a te  d a te  h a s  b e e n  to  a s su m e  tha t 
th e  A n c ie n t  A s tro n o m e rs  w e re  ig n o r a n t  o f  c e r ta in  fa c ts  a t  th e  tim e 
w h e n  th e  Z o d ia c  f irs t  ca m e  in to  u se . F o r  in s ta n c e ,  i t  is  supposed  
th a t  th e y  w ere  n o t  a w a re  th a t  th e  p o in ts  in  sp a c e  w h e re  th e  p lan e  of 
th e  e q u a to r  c u ts  th e  p la n e  o f  th e  e c lip t ic  s lo w ly  s h if te d  from  year 
to  y e a r  a n d  th a t  in  c o n s e q u e n c e  th e y  c h o s e  fo r th e  f ir s t  s ig n  o f the 
Z o d ia c  th a t  in  w h ic h  th e  v e rn a l  e q u in o x  h a p p e n e d  to  b e  w h en  these  
d iv is io n s  of th e  h e a v e n s  w e re  a d o p te d , u n d e r  th e  im p re s s io n  th a t 
th is  e q u in o c tia l p o in t  w o u ld  re m a in  th e r e  p e r m a n e n tly .  T h is  w ould 
l im it  th e  a g e  o f  th e  Z o d ia c  to  2000 B.C., a t  th e  e a r l ie s t .  A ll the  
A n c ie n t  Z o d iacs  h a d  A r ie s  fo r  th e i r  f irs t  s ig n  a n d  th e  v e r n a l  eq u in o x  
w as in  th e  la s t p o in t  o f  A rie s  a b o u t  1600 B. C . a n d  in  th e  f irs t p o in t 
a b o u t A .D . 500.

N o w  th e  A n c ie n ts  b e g a n  th e i r  Z o d iac  a t  th e  f i r s t  p o in t  o f  A ries 
a n d  n o t  a t  th e  l a s t , fro m  w h ic h , o n  th e  ab o v e  a s s u m p tio n ,  o n e  w ould 
n a tu ra lly  c o n c lu d e  th a t  th e  Z o d ia c  w as  in v e n te d  A .D . 500. B ut 
su c h  a c o n c lu s io n  th o u g h  lo g ic a lly  le g it im a te  c o u ld  a t  o n ce  be 
p ro v e d  fa lse , fo r th e  Z o d ia c  can  b e  t r a c e d  b a c k  h is to r ic a l ly  to  a t least 
500 B .C . H e n c e  su c h  a n  in fe re n c e  is  q u i te  in a d m is s ib le  a n d  w ould  
se e m  to  th ro w  d o u b t  o n  th e  o r ig in a l  a s s u m p tio n  o n  w h ic h  it  was 
b ased .

B u t th e  ab o v e  th e o ry  is p u t  c o m p le te ly  o u t  o f  c o u r t  by  th e  
r e c e n t  d is c o v e r ie s  in  B a b y lo n ia , fo r th e s e  h a v e  d e m o n s tra te d  th a t 
th e  Z o d ia c  e x is te d  in  th e  d a y s  o f  K in g  S iirg o n  w h o  re ig n e d  in 
A c c a d  3^00  B.C., a n d  w as e v e n  th e n  a  w e ll-k n o w n  a n d  v en e ra te d  
in s t i tu t io n .  M o re o v e r th e  b e g in n in g  o f  th e  A c c a d ia n  Z od iac  was 
e x a c t ly  th e  sa m e  as  th a t  o f  th e  m o d e rn  H in d u s ,  a n d  th e  f irs t sign  
w as in  th e  sa m e  p o s it io n  o n  th e  c e le s tia l  s p h e re ,  a l th o u g h  th e  v e r
n a l e q u in o x  w as n o t  th e n  w ith in  30 d e g re e s  o f  A rie s , b e in g  in fact 
in  th e  c o n s te l la t io n  G e m in i,

J .  D . C k a w f o r d .

T H E  H I N D U  Z O D I A C  : A  S U G G E S T E D  K E Y  T O  I T  A N D  

T O  T H E  A S T R O N O M Y  O F  T H E  A N C I E N T S .
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A t th is  e a r ly  d a te  th e  s u n  w o u ld  e n te r  A ries a b o u t J a n u a r y  20 th , 
so th a t i t  c o u ld  n o t  m a rk  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  a n y  o f  th e  se aso n s .

T h is  d is c o v e ry  h a s  m a d e  i t  n e c e s sa ry  fo r W e s te rn  A s tro n o m e rs  
to e n tire ly  re m o d e l th e i r  p re v io u s  v iew s, a n d  th e  H o n . E m m e lin e  
P lu u k e t, in  a  r e c e n t  b o o k  e n t i t le d  “ A n c ie n t  C a le n d a rs  a n d  C o n 
ste lla tions,” h a s  e n d e a v o u re d  to  p ro v e  th a t  th e  Z o d iac  m u s t  h a v e  
been in v e n te d  a b o u t 6000 B.C., w h e n  th e  s u n  e n te re d  A rie s  in  th e  
b eg in n in g  of W in te r  in s te a d  o f  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  S p r in g  as p re v io u s ly  
supposed . J u d g in g  from  a fav o u rab le  rev ie w  of th is  b o o k  in  N a t u i c  

i t  w ould a p p e a r  th a t  th is  n ew  th e o ry  is re g a rd e d  by  W e s te rn  A s tr o n 
om ers as  a  sa tis fa c to ry  s o lu t io n  o f  th e  p ro b le m , so th a t  th e  in v e n 
tion  o f th e  Z o d ia c  so  fa r b a c k  as 6ooo B.C. m a y b e  n o w  ta k e n  as  
p rac tica lly  e s ta b l is h e d .

I t  is  in te r e s t in g  to  n o te  th a t  a n  In d ia n  w rite r , M r. B. G . T ila k , 
had a r r iv e d  a t  n e a r ly  th e  sa m e  c o n c lu s io n s  as M iss P lu u k e t ,  in  h is  
book “ T h e  O r io n ,” p u b lis h e d  in  1893 o r  te n  y e a rs  p rev io u sly . 
Mr. T ila k  c o n te n d s  th a t  th e  Z o d ia c  d a te s  b a c k  to  th e  tim e  w hen  th e  
verna l e q u in o x  w as in  O rio n , a n d  s in c e  th is  w as th e  ca se  w hen  A rie s  
m ark ed  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  W in te r  th e  tw o  th e o r ie s  a re  in  fa ir ly  c lose  
ag re em e n t.

I t  w ill b e  se e n  th a t  th is  m o s t m o d e rn  v iew  o f  th e  o r ig in  o f  th e  
Zodiac, l ik e  th e  o n e  w h ic h  p re v a ile d  p re v io u s ly , is b a se d  o n  th e  
a ssu m p tio n  th a t  th e  A n c ie n t  A s tro n o m e rs  w ere  n o t aw are  o f th e  
p recession  o f th e  e q u in o x e s  w h e n  th e  Z o d ia c  w as in v e n te d ,  o th e r 
wise th e y  w o u ld  n o t h a v e  f ix ed  it  fo r a ll tim e , b u t  m a d e  it  m o v a b le — 
like M odern  A s tro n o m e rs . I t  d o es  n o t se em  to  h a v e  o c c u rre d  to  
any  on e  th a t  th e  a n c ie n ts  m ay  h a v e  fixed  th e  d iv is io n s  o f  th e  Z odiac, 
not b ec au se  th e y  w ere  ig n o r a n t  o f  P re c e ss io n  b u t  b e c a u se  th e y  h a d  
som e sp e c ia l re a so n  fo r f ix in g  it  : a  k n o w le d g e , fo r in s ta n c e , o f  c e le s 
tia l fo rces  to  w h ic h  m o d e rn  v o ta rie s  o f  th e  s c ie n c e  h a v e  n o t y e t 
a t ta in e d . B u t, i f  th e  te a c h in g s  in  th e  ‘‘ S e c re t D o c t r in e ” a n d  
o th e r o c c u lt  w ri tin g s  h a v e  a n y  b as is  in  fac t, i t  fo llow s as a 
m a tte r  o f c o u rse  th a t  a n y  th e o ry  o f  th e  o rg in  o f  th e  Z o d iac  b ased  on 
such ig n o ra n c e  o f th e  A n c ie n ts  m u s t n e c e s sa r ily  b e  false. F o r  w e 
are to ld  th a t  c o m p le te  A s tro n o m ic a l re c o rd s  h a v e  b een  k e p t for 
several m il lio n s  o f  y e a rs , a p e r io d  in v o lv in g  m o re  th a n  o n e  h u n d re d  
co m p le te  c y c le s  o f  P re c e s s io n . I f  th is  b e  t r u e  it  is  q u ite  n a tu ra l  
th a t th e  a n c ie n ts  sh o u ld  h a v e  ch o sen  fix ed  p o in ts  in  th e  h e a v e n s  
from  w h ich  to  m e a su re  th e  p ro g re ss  o f  th e i r  cy c le s , a n d  it is o f g re a t 
in te re s t to  th e  o c c u lt s tu d e n t  to  t r y  to  a s c e r ta in  w h a t th e s e  fixed  
p o in ts  w ere , a n d  i f  p o ss ib le , w h a t w ere  th e  p r in c ip le s  o n  w h ich  th e y  
w ere c h o se n . W i th  th is  v iew  I  so m e tim e  ag o  to o k  u p  th e  in v e s ti
ga tio n  e n t ir e ly  from  th e  o c c u lt s ta n d p o in t ,  a n d  a s su m e d  th ro u g h o u t 
th a t th e  fix ed  p o s it io n s  o f  th e  A n c ie n t Z o d ia c  w ere  d u e  to  k n o w l
edge  a n d  n o t to  ig n o ra n c e  as  is g e n e ra lly  su p p o se d . M y in v e s tig a 
tio n s  h a v e  led  to  th e  c o n c lu s io n  th a t  th e  fix ed  d iv is io n s  o f  th e  A n c ie n t 
Zodiac a re  m a d e  to  d e p e n d  u p o n  tw o  p a r t ic u la r  fix ed  s ta rs , S ir iu s
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a n d  V eg a . A s is w e ll-k n o w n , th e  c o m m e n c e m e n t o f  th e  Egyptian 
y e a r  w as c o n n e c te d  w ith  th e  h e l ia c a l  r i s in g  o f  S ir iu s , w h ilst the 
s ta r  V eg a  w as th e  ju n c t io n  s ta r  o f  th a t  m y s te r io u s  H in d u  asterism 
A b ijit, a l th o u g h  i t  is  s i tu a te d  60 d e g re e s  f ro m  th e  p la n e  of the 
ec lip tic .

T h e s e  tw o  s ta r s  a r e  s i tu a te d  a b o u t 180 d e g re e s  a p a r t,  an d  if a 
g re a t  c irc le  b e  d ra w n  th r o u g h  th e m , o n  th e  c e le s tia l  s p h e re  it  will 
c u t th e  e c lip t ic  a t  a n  a n g le  o f  88-^ d e g re e s , t h a t  is, n e a r ly  a r ig h t 
an g le , so  th a t  i t  p a s se s  w ith in  tw o  d e g re e s  o f  th e  p o le s  o f the 
ec lip tic .

I n  th e  y e a r  1900 th e  lo n g itu d e s  w h e re  th is  g r e a t  c irc le  cu ts the 
e c lip t ic  w ere  io i °  29' 13" a n d  281° 29' 13", th e  la t te r  being
th e  a s c e n d in g  n o d e . T h e  p o le s  o f  th is  g re a t  c irc le  lie  at 
1^ d e g re e s  fro m  th e  e c lip t ic  in  lo n g itu d e s  1 1° 2 9 '1 3 "  an d  1910 
29' 13" so  th a t  th i s  g re a t c irc le  w ith  i ts  p o le s  d iv id e s  th e  Zodiac 
in to  fo u r  s e c tio n s  90 d e g re e s  a p a r t  in  lo n g itu d e s  i i °  29' 13", iox° 291 
13", 191° 29' 13'' a n d  281° 29' 13."

N o w  lo n g itu d e  191° 29' 13'' m a rk s  th e  p o s it io n  o f  th e  H indu 
a s te r is m  C liitra  from  w h ic h  th e  f irs t m o n th  o f  th e  H in d u  L uni-solar 
y e a r  is  d e r iv e d . A11 a s te r is m  is  g e n e ra lly  ta k e n  as  th e  27 th  p a r t of a 
c irc le  and  th e re fo re  c o n s is ts  o f  13^ d e g re e s  ; i t  is  f u r th e r  d iv id e d  into 
4 p a r ts  o f  3^ d e g re e s  e a c h , tw o  o f  th e  p a r ts  o f  C h i tra  a re  a ss ig n ed  to 
th e  c o n s te l la tio n s  V irg o  a n d  th e  o th e r  tw o  to  E ib ra , so  th a t  the 
f irs t  p o in t  o f  L ib ra  is 1910 2 9 '1 3 ''+  6° 4 0 '=  198° 9 '1 3 "  in  longitude. 
T h is  m a k e s  th e  f irs t p o in t  o f  th e  c o n s te l la t io n  A rie s  180 9 ' 13".

T h e  H in d u  Z o d iac  is  sa id  to  c o m m e n c e  w ith  th e  s ta r  Revati 
w h ic h  h a s  b ee n  id e n tif ie d  b y  so m e  a s  th e  s ta r  Z e ta  P isc iu m . The 
lo n g itu d e  o f  Z e ta  P is c iu m  w as in  1900 A .D ., 180 28' 39" m e a su re d  along 
th e  e c lip tic  a n d  o° 12' 58" s o u th  o f  it ,  so  th a t  th e  p o s it io n , as deter
m in e d  by  th e  g re a t  c irc le  o f  S ir iu s  a n d  V e g a  a g re e s  v e ry  closely 
w ith  th a t  b a se d  u p o n  th is  s ta r .

T h e r e  a re  so m e  w h o  c o n te n d  t h a t  th e  re a l  s t a r  R e v a ti h as  dis
a p p e a re d  b u t  i t  se e m s  to  m e  p ro b a b le  th a t  th e  b e g in n in g  o f the 
A n c ie n t  Z o d iac  n e e d  n e v e r  h a v e  b e e n  d e p e n d e n t  u p o n  a  p a rticu la r 
s ta r  to  m a rk  it, s in c e  th e  ju n c t io n  o f  th e  s u n  w ith  a n y  s ta r  could 
se ld o m  i f  e v e r  b e  a  m a tte r  o f  o b s e rv a tio n . I t  w as th e  a n c ie n t  p rac
tic e  to  d e te rm in e  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  th e  y e a r  n o t  b y  th e  p o sitio n  of 
th e  su n , b u t  b y  th a t  o f  th e  fu ll m o o n  w h ic h  o c c u rs  w h e n  th e  two 
b o d ie s  a re  180 d e g re e s  a p a r t .  W h a t  w as n e e d e d  th e re fo re  w as not 
a  s ta r  to  m a rk  th e  f irs t p o in t  o f  A rie s  b u t  o n e  a b o u t 180 degrees 
aw a y  fro m  it  so  th a t  th e  p o s it io n  o f  th e  fu ll m o o n  in  re la tio n  to it 
c o u ld  b e  d ire c tly  o b se rv e d . F o r  th i s  p u rp o s e  b o th  th e  H in d u s  and 
th e  C h in e se  u se d  th e  f irs t  m a g n itu d e  s ta r  S p ica  in  th e  co n ste lla tio n  
V irg o  w h ic h  th e  H in d u s  n a m e d  C h i tra  a n d  th e  C h in e se  K io .

I t  sh o u ld  b e  n o te d  th a t  th e  f irs t  m o n th  o t th e  H in d u  year is 
n o t n a m e d  A s liv iu i a l th o u g h  th e  s u n  e n te r s  th a t  a s te r ism  a t th a t 
tim e , b u t  C h a itra , th e  a s te r ism  180 d e g re e s  d is t a n t  from  A svini.
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And so  th r o u g h o u t  th e  y e a r  th e  m o n th s  a re  n a m e d  fro m  th e  d iv is io n s  
of th e  h e a v e n s , w h ic h  a re  180 d e g re e s  d is ta n t  fro m  th e  s u n ’s lo n g i
tude a t th e  tim e . I n  o th e r  w o rd s  th e y  a re  n o t n a m e d  f ro m  th e  s u n ’s 
position , b u t  fro m  th e  p o s it io n  o f  th e  fu ll m o o n . H e n c e ,  a s  ab o v e  
suggested , th e re  h a s  n e v e r  b ee n  a n y  n e e d  fo r a s ta r  to  m a rk  th e  
b eg in n in g  o f  th e  Z o d iac , b u t  th e  p o in t  d ia m e tr ic a l ly  o p p o s ite  to  it ,  
and for th is  p u rp o s e  th e  f irs t m a g n itu d e  s ta r  S p ic a  w h ic h  is  w ith in  
3 degrees o f  th e  e c lip t ic  w o u ld  b e  a d m ira b ly  su ita b le .

I f  we in v e s t ig a te  th e  H in d u  Z o d ia c  from  th e  s ta n d p o in t  o f  th e  
“ S ecre t D o c tr in e  ”  w e m u s t  a s su m e  th a t  i ts  p e rm a n e n t d iv is io n s  
were ch o sen  n o t  b e c a u se  th e  a n c ie n ts  k n e w  le ss  A s tro n o m y  th a n  is 
know n a t  th e  p r e s e n t  day , b u t  b e c a u se  th e y  k n e w  m o re , so  w e 
should  e n d e a v o u r  to  fa th o m  i ts  m e a n in g  b y  th e  v e ry  la te s t  d isc o v 
eries o f m o d e rn  tim e s . I h a v e  ab o v e  p o in te d  o u t th a t  th is  g re a t 
circle o f  S ir iu s  a n d  V eg a  w as v e ry  n e a r ly  a t  r ig h t  a n g le s  to  th e  p la n e  
of th e  ec lip tic , o r  th e  a p p a r e n t  m o tio n  o f  th e  S u n  a m o n g s t th e  s ta rs . 
T h e  e c lip tic  is  r e a lly  th e  p la n e  o f  th e  E a r th ’s o r b i t  in  i ts  a n n u a l 
revo lu tion  a ro u n d  th e  su n . T h e r e  is  n o  re a so n  w h y  w e sh o u ld  g iv e  it  
p a ra m o u n t im p o r ta n c e  e x c e p t  th a t  w e h a p p e n  to  b e  th e  in h a b ita n ts  
o f th is  p a r t ic u la r  b o d y . I f  w e liv e d  o n  th e  p la n e t  V e n u s  w e sh o u ld  
be in te re s te d  in  a  s l ig h t ly  d iffe re n t p la n e , a n d  th e  s a m e  fo r  an y  of 
th e  o th e r  p la n e ts  o f  o u r  s o la r  sy s te m . S in c e  th e s e  p la n e s  d iffe r 
s lig h tly  a m o n g s t  th e m s e lv e s  w e s h o u ld  n o t  e x p e c t  th a t  th e  p la n e  
of S iriu s  a n d  V e g a  w o u ld  b e  e x a c t ly  a t  r ig h t  a n g le s  to  a n y  p a r t ic u 
lar on e  o f  th e m  u n le s s  i t  b e  th a t  o f  J u p i te r ,  th e  la rg e s t in  o u r  
system .

B u t th e  in v e s tig a tio n s  o f  L a p la c e  e s ta b l is h e d  th e  e x is te n c e  o f  
an in v a ria b le  p la n e  fo r  o u r  s o la r  sy s te m , w h ic h  is  a s  i t  w e re  th e  
m ean of a ll p la n e s  in  w h ic h  th e  p la n e ts  rev o lv e  a n d  w h ic h  is  n e a r ly  
id e n tic a l w ith  th e  o rb it  o f  J u p ite r .  T h is  in v a r ia b le  p la n e  in  1850 
was in c lin e d  a t  a b o u t d e g re e s  fro m  th e  p la n e  o f  th e  e c lip tic , a n d  
had  its  a s c e n d in g  n o d e  in  lo n g itu d e  104 d eg re es .

I  h a v e  n o t b e e n  a b le  to  o b ta in  e x a c t  d a ta  fo r  th e  p o s it io n  o f 
th is  p la n e  in  1900, b u t  a s  n e a r  as  I ca n  c a lc u la te , th is  in v a r ia b le  
p lane o f  o u r  s o la r  sy s te m  i s  e x a c t l y  a t  r i g h t  a n g l e s  to  th e  p l a n e  o f  t h t  

g r e a t  c i r c l e  o f  S i ?  i n s  a n d  V e g a .

N o w  w h e n  o n e  co n ies  a c ro ss  a n  e x a c t  re la t io n  o f  th is  k in d  in  
N a tu re ’s m e c h a n is m  o n e  is led  to  su sp e c t so m e  p h y s ic a l  c o n n e c tio n  
of a p e rm a n e n t n a tu re . H a d  th is  e x a c t re la t io n  e x is te d  b e tw e en  
th e  e c lip tic  a n d  th e  g re a t  c irc le  i t  m ig h t  h a v e  b e e n  ta k e n  as  a n  
ac c id en t, b e c a u s e  th e re  is  n o  re a so n  w h y  th e  p la n e  o f  th e  e a r th ’s 
o rb it sh o u ld  b e  c o n s id e re d  o f  g re a te r  im p o r ta n c e  th a n  th a t  o f  an y  
o th e r  p la n e t.  B u t w h en  th e  e x a c t re la t io n  is  w ith  th a t  o f  th e  in v a 
riab le  p la n e  o f  th e  sy s te m , i t  a t o n c e  s u g g e s ts  th e  e x is te n c e  o f  so m e  
law  o f c o n n e c tio n  w h ic h  p e rh a p s  th e  a n c ie n t  a s tro n o m e rs  k n ew  
abou t a n d  th e re fo re  m a d e  it  th o  b as is  o f  th e  Z o d iaca l d iv is io n s .

W e k n o w  th a t  N a tu r e  d is tr ib u te s  so m e  o f  h e r  fo rc es  so th a t  th e
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o n e  s h a ll  a lw a y s  b e  a t  r ig h t  a n g le s  to  th e  o th e r ,  fo r  in s tan c e , the 
m a g n e tic  fo rces  a r e  a lw a y s  a t  r ig h t  a n g le s  to  th e  e le c tr ic  a n d  there 
m a y  b e  s o m e th in g  c o r r e s p o n d in g  to  th e  e le c tr ic  a n d  m a g n e tic  forces 
o n  th e  C o sm ic  S c a le  th a t  f ix e s  th e  g re a t  c irc le  o f  S ir iu s  an d  Vega 
e x a c t ly  a t  r ig h t  a n g le s  to  w h a t is  p e r h a p s  m is n a m e d  th e  invariable 
p la n e  o f  th e  s o la r  s y s te m .

T h e  re a so n  w h y  th e  m a g n e tic  fo rc es  a re  a t  r ig h t  a n g le s  to  th e  elec* 
t r ie  is  d o u b tle s s  d u e  to  so m e  p r o p e r ty  o f  th e  e th e r ic  m ed iu m , and 
th e  sa m e  m e d iu m  w h ic h  is  th e  c o n n e c t in g  l in k  b e tw e e n  th e  solar 
sy s te m s  a n d  th e  p la n e ts  m a y  l ik e w ise  fix  th e  m e a n  p la n e  of the 
p la n e ta ry  o rb its  a t  r ig h t  a n g le s  to  so m e  c o n n e c te d  g ro u p  of stars.

W e  k n o w  th a t  c e r ta in  s te l la r  g ro u p s  se e m  to  m o v e  as  if  they 
fo rm e d  o n e  c o n n e c te d  s y s te m  w h ic h  is  d i s t in c t  fro m  o th e r  stars 
e v e n  in  th e  im m e d ia te  n e ig h b o n rh o o d , so  th a t  S ir iu s ,  V eg a  an d  our 
o w n  S u n  m a y  fo rm  so m e  s u c h  sy s te m  a n d  b e  l in k e d  to g e th e r  in 
s p a c e .

I f  w ith  th i s  v ie w  w e e x a m in e  th e  p r o p e r  m o tio n s  o f S iriu s  and 
V e g a  o n  th e  c e le s tia l  s p h e re , w e  f in d  th a t  b o th  s ta r s  h a v e  a large 
c o m p o n e n t o f  th e i r  m o tio n s  a lo n g  th is  g re a t  c irc le  a n d  in  th e  same 
d ir e c tio n .  S ir iu s  m o v e s  a lo n g  i t  a b o u t i.*23 p e r  a n n u m  in  a south
w a rd  d ire c tio n  a n d  w o u ld  c o m p le te  a re v o lu t io n  in  a b o u t 1,055,000 
y ea rs , w h ils t  V e g a  h a s  a n  a n n u a l  m o tio n  o f  o."27S, a n d  w o u ld  com
p le te  a  re v o lu t io n  in  4 ,650 ,000  y e a rs . I n  o th e r  w o rd s , S ir iu s  com
p le te s  fo u r  re v o lu t io n s  in  a b o u t a  M a h a y u g a , a n d  V e g a  o n e  revolu
tio n . T h u s  th is  g re a t  cy c le  w h ic h  th e  “ S e c re t  D o c tr in e  ” lays such 
s t r e s s  u p o n  is  a p p ro x im a te ly  g iv e n  b y  th e  o r b i ta l  v e lo c it ie s  o f  these 
tw o  s ta rs .

T h e  ra te s  o f  o rb i ta l  v e lo c ity  a re  m u c h  g r e a te r  th a n  can be 
a c c o u n te d  fo r  b y  th e  law  o f  g r a v i ta t io n  a s  c o m m o n ly  understood. 
I n  o rd e r  th a t  th e  S u n  a n d  S ir iu s  sh o u ld  re v o lv e  a ro u n d  th e ir  centre 
o f  g ra v ity  in  1,080,000 y e a rs  a t  th e i r  p r e s e n t  d is ta n c e  from  ea ch  other, 
th e i r  jo in t  m a sse s  w o u ld  h a v e  to  b e  36 m il l io n s  o f t im e s  th e  mass 
o f  th e  S u n . B u t th e  m a ss  o f  S ir iu s  is  o n ly  3.7 tim e s  th a t  o f  th e  Sun, 
so th a t  th e i r  jo iu t  m a ss  is o n ly  4.7. H e n c e  th e  fo rc e  c a u s in g  th e  ro
ta t io n  m u s t  b e  e ig h t  m illio n  tim e s  g r e a te r  th a n  can  b e  accounted 
fo r b y  g ra v ity .

I t  is  th is  fac t th a t  h a s  s to o d  in  th e  w ay  o f  a n y  e x p la n a tio n  of 
th e  p ro p e r  m o tio n s  o f  th e  f ix e d  s ta r s  b y  th e  law  o f N e w to n .

A  r e c e n t  w o rk  b y  th e  g re a t  R u s s ia n  C h e m is t , M endelie ff, entitled  
“  A  C h e m ic a l v iew  o f th e  E th e r ,”  s e e m s  to  o ffer a w ay  o u t o f this 
d ifficu lty  w h en  c o m b in e d  w ith  so m e  o f  th e  o c c u lt  te a c h in g s .

M e n d e lie ff  g iv e s  re a s o n s  fo r  th e  b e l ie f  th a t  th e  e th e r  o f  science 
is  n o t  a n  im p o n d e ra b le  flu id  su c h  a s  h a s  b e e n  h i th e r to  supposed , 
b u t  th a t  i t  is a  c h e m ic a lly  in e r t  g a s  l ik e  H e liu m  a n d  A rg o n , having 
an  a to m ic  w e ig h t a b o u t o n e  m il l io n th  th a t  o f  H y d ro g e n , an d  a 
d e n s i ty  o n e  tw o -m ill io n th  o f  th a t  g as .

H e  sh o w s th a t  a b o d y  so  f in e  as  to  ip te r p e n e t r a te  a ll physical
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bodies w o u ld  n e c e s s a r i ly  a p p e a r  im p o n d e ra b le  e v e n  a l th o u g h  it  
had w e ig h t ; j u s t  a s  th e  a tm o s p h e re  a p p e a re d  im p o n d e ra b le  u n ti l  
we d isco v ered  h o w  to  o b ta in  a n  a tm o s p h e r ic  v a c u u m . I f  w e liv e d  a t  
the  b o tto m  o f  t h e  o ce an  w e c o u ld  n o t w e ig h  a b u c k e t  o f  w a te r , 
because w a te r  w o u ld  e n v e lo p e  th e  b u c k e t  in s id e  a n d  o u t ; so  fo r  
the sam e re a so n , b e in g  e m b e d d e d  in  a n  o ce an  o f e th e r  w e c a n n o t 
perceive th e  w e ig h t o f  th e  e th e r ,  n o t  h a v in g  y e t d isc o v e red  a n y  
physical m e a n s  o f  o b ta in in g  a u  e th e r ic  v a c u u m .

Y et w e k n o w  th a t  w a te r  a t t r a c t s  b o d ie s  th a t  lie  o u ts id e  it, 
acco rd in g  to  th e  law  o f g ra v ita t io n .  I f  th e re fo re  th e re  w ere  b o d ie s  
th a t lay  o u ts id e  th e  e th e r  th e y  w o u ld  on  th e  th e o ry  o f  M e u d e lie if  
be a t tra c te d  b y  th e  e th e r  itse lf , a s  w ell a s  b y  th e  o r d in a ry  p h y s ic a l 
m atter.

N ow  a c c o rd in g  to  o c c u lt  te a c h in g  th e re  a re  se v e ra l k in d s  o f  
e th er o f  d if fe re n t d e g re e s  o f  fin en ess . T h e  c o a rse s t k in d  o f e th e r  
ex ten d s  o n ly  a  l i t t le  ab o v e  th e  su rfa c e  of e a c h  p la n e t a n d  is  p e c u lia r  
to it, a  f in e r k in d  re a c h e s  fro m  o n e  p la n e t  to  a n o th e r  o f th e  sam e 
so lar sy s te m , w h ils t  a  s t i l l  f in e r  ¡q u a lity  e x te n d s  fro m  o n e  so la r  
system  to  th e  n e x t .  T h e  f in e r  k in d s  o f  e th e r  e x te n d in g  fro m  on e  
solar sy s te m  to  a n o th e r  c o u ld  be th e  v e h ic le  o f  l ig h t  a n d  g ra v ity , 
w h ilst th e  c o a rs e r  k in d s  c o n fin e d  to  in te r p la n e ta r y  sp a c e s  co u ld  
serve so m e  o th e r  p u rp o s e s . I t  is  p o ss ib ly  th is  e th e r  o f  lim ite d  
e x te n t th a t  c o n s t i tu te s  th e  s u b s ta n c e ,  o f  th e  C h e m is t M e n d e lie ff.

T o  th e  p la n e ts  o f  a  so la r  sy s te m  i t  w o u ld  n o t  e x h ib i t  a n y  a t 
trac tiv e  fo rce  b e c a u s e  th e  p la n e ts  a re  e m b e d d e d  in  a n  o ce an  o f  it, 
w h ilst th e  fix ed  s ta rs , a t  th e i r  e n o rm o u s ly  g re a te r ,  d is ta n c e , w o u ld  
be o u ts id e  it  a n d  th e re fo re  a t t r a c te d  b y  it.

I f  th e  m a ss  o f  th e  e th e r  s u r ro u n d in g  o u r  so la r  sy s te m  w ere  
e ig h t m illio n  tim e s  th e  m a ss  o f  th e  S u n  a n d  o f  th e  d e n s ity  su g g e s te d  
by M endelieff, th e  S u n  w o u ld  b e  s u r ro u n d e d  b y  it  to  a d e p th  5,888 
tim es th e  e a r th ’s d is ta n c e  from  th e  S u n . T h e r e  is  a  p la n e t  su sp e c t
ed to  e x is t  100 tim e s  th e  e a r th ’s d is ta n c e  from  th e  S u n , so  th a t  th e  
e th e r ic  a tm o s p h e re  w o u ld  e x te n d  o u tw a rd s  a b o u t 60 tim e s  fu r th e r  
th an  th e  m o s t d is ta n t  p la n e t .  O n  th e  o th e r  h a n d  th e  n e a re s t fixed  
s ta r  to  o u r  sy s te m , A lp h a  C e n ta u re , is  1,728,000 tim e s  th e  e a r th ’s 
d is tan ce  from  th e  su n , o r  360 tim e s  th e  d e p th  o f  th e  p la n e ta ry  e th e r . 
H en c e  th e  f ix ed  s ta rs  a re  s ta t io n e d  w ell o u ts id e  w h a t m ay  b e  te rm 
ed th e  d o m e s tic  e th e r  o f  e a c h  so la r  sy s te m  a n d  w o u ld  b e  th e re fo re  
a t tra c te d  b y  it.

In  th is  w ay  w e m a y  a c c o u n t fo r  th e  e n o rm o u s  a t tr a c t io n s  re 
q u ired  to  e x p la in  th e  re la tiv e  m o tio n s  o f  s ta r  sy s tem s. T h e y  a re  
h e ld  to g e th e r  n o t  b y  th e  g ra v ita tio n  fo rce  o f  th e  p h y s ic a l bo d ies  
th e m se lv es , b u t  b y  th a t  o f  th e  e n o rm o u s  ocean  o f e th e r  w h ich  s u r 
ro u n d s  th e m .

G . E .  S u t c u f p e .

(To bt concluded).
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T H E  S E C R E T  D O C T R I N E  O F  R A C I A L  D E V E L O P M E N T .

[ 'C o n c lu d e d  f r o m  p .  6o 6.~\

T H E  A tla n t ic  p o r t io n  o f  L e m u r ia  w as  g e n e r a l ly  k n o w n  as 
A tla n tis ,  th e  h o m e  o f  th a t  m ig h ty  F o u r th  R ace , a n d  was a 

d e v e lo p m e n t o f  th e  A t la n t ic  p r o lo n g a t io n  o f  E e m u r ia —n o t a  new 
m a ss  o f  la n d  fo rm e d  fo r th e  r e q u ir e m e n ts  o f  th e  F o u r th  Race, as 
o f te n  su p p o se d . T h e  F o u r th  R a c e  A tla n te a n s  w e re  d ev e lo p e d  from 
a  n u c le u s  o f N o r th e r n  F e m u r ia u  T h i r d  R a c e  m e n  c e n tr e d ,  roughly 
s p e a k in g , to w a rd  a  p o in t  o f  la n d  in  w h a t is n o w  th e  m id-A tlan tic  
O c e a n . T h e i r  c o n t in e n t  w as fo rm e d  b y  th e  c o a le sc e n c e  o f  many 
is la n d s  a n d  p e n in s u la s  w h ic h  w ere  u p h e a v e d  iu  th e  o r d in a r y  course 
o f  t im e  a n d  u l t im a te ly  b e c a m e  th e  t r u e  h o m e  o f  th a t  m ig h ty  race ; 
a  m ig h ty  ra c e  in  t r u th ,  fro m  w h o m  a ll w e k n o w  o f  civilization 
d a te s . T h e  T h i r d  R a ce  h a d  b u i l t  c itie s , d e s ig n e d  b o a ts , scu lp tu red  
s ta tu e s  ; b u t  to  th e  F o u r th  R a c e  is  a c c o rd e d  a  d e v e lo p m e n t o f in stitu 
tio n s , law s, a g r ic u l tu r e  a n d  m a n y  w o n d ro u s  lo s t  a r t s  a n d  sciences, 
s u c h  a s  a re  o n ly  b e in g  re -d is c o v e re d  a n d  c a lle d  o r ig in a l  to -day , 
D h y â n  C h o h â n s  o r  D e v a s  in  illu s iv e , n o t  m o r ta l ,  b o d ie s , incarnated  
a m o n g s t  th e m  a n d  t a u g h t  h u m a n i ty  a l l  i t  k n e w . T h e i r  earliest 
d is c ip le s  a s s u m e d  th e i r  m a s te r s ’ n a m e s , w h ic h  a c c o u n ts  fo r th e  great 
c o n fu s io n  th a t  a r ise s  a s  r e g a rd s  th e  d a te s  o f  d y n a s tie s  a n d  their 
D iv in e  K in g s  o r  R u le rs . T h is  c u s to m  p a s se d  a lso  fro m  th e  F o u rth  to 
th e  F if th  R ace . H e n c e  th e  s a m e n e ss  in  t r a d i t io n s .  T h e  A tlan teau  
ra c e s  w ere  m a n y  a n d  th e i r  e v o lu tio n  la s te d  m il l io n s  o f  y ears . All 
o f  th e m  w e re  n o t  b a d , b u t  b e c a m e  so  to w a rd s  th e  e n d  o f  th e ir  cycle. 
T h e .F i r s t  A la n te a n  ra c e s  b o rn  on  th e  F e m u r ia u  c o n t in e n t  separated  
f ro m  th e i r  e a r l ie s t  t r ib e s  in to  r ig h te o u s  a n d  u n r ig h te o u s  ; into 
th o s e  w h o  w o rs h ip p e d  th e  o n e  u n s e e n  s p i r i t  o f  N a tu re ,  th e  R ay  of 
w h ic h  m a n  fee ls  a s  w ith in  h im se lf , a n d  th o s e  w h o  o ffe red  sacrificial 
w o rsh ip  to  th e  s p i r i t s  o f  th e  e a r th — th e  d a r k  c o sm ic  an th ro p o 
m o rp h ic  p o w e rs  w ith  w h o m  th e y  m a d e  a l lia n c e .

T h e s e  w ere  th e  e a r l ie s t  “ G ib b o r im ,” th e  “ m ig h ty  m en  of 
re n o w n  o f  th e s e  d ay s , ” w h o  b e c a m e  in  th e  t im e  o f  th e  la te r  F ifth  
R a c e  th e  K a b ir im -K a b ir i  w ith  th e  E g y p t ia n s  a n d  P hoenicians) 
T i ta n s  wfith th e  G re e k s , a n d  R â k s h a s a s  a n d  D a ity a s  w ith  th e  Ind ian  
ra c e s . S u c h  w as th e  s e c re t  a n d  m y s te r io u s  o r ig in  of a ll su b seq u en t 
a n d  m o d e rn  re lig io n s . T h is  to o , is  th e  c lu e  to  th e  v e x e d  question  
o f  th e  o r ig in  o f ev il, a n d  sh o w s h o w  m a n  h im s e lf  is  th e  se p a ra to r  ol 
th e  o n e  in to  v a r io u s  c o n tra s te d  a s p e c ts .  N o  o n e  can  fail to  recog
n ise  th e  A tla n te a n s  o f  th e  “ S e c re t  D o c tr in e  ” in  th e  R â k sh asas  of 
F a n k a —th e  g ig a n t ic  o p p o n e n ts  c o n q u e re d  b y  R a m a  w ho  s ta n d s  as 
th e  P ro to ty p e  o f  th e  F if th  o r  A ry a n  R ace .
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I t  w as w e ll fo r  th e  h u m a n  ra c e  th a t  th e  “ E le c t  R a c e  ” h a d  b e 
com e th e  v e h ic le  o f in c a r n a t io n  o f  th e  h ig h e s t  D liy a n is , s p i r i t 
ually  a n d  in te l le c tu a l ly ,  b e fo re  h u m a n ity  b e c a m e  a l to g e th e r  
m a teria l a n d  w h e n  th e  la s t  S u b -R a c e s  o f  th e  T h ir d  R ace , save 
som e o f  th e  lo w es t, h ad  p e r is h e d  w ith  th e  g re a t L e m u ria u  c o n 
tin e n t. “ T h e  se e d s  o f  th e  T r in i ty  o f  W isd o m  ” h a d  a lre a d y  
acq u ired  th e  s e c re t  o f  im m o rta l i ty  o n  e a r t h ; th a t  g if t w h ic h  
allows th e  g r e a t  o n e s  to  s te p  f ro m  o n e  w o rn -o u t b o d y  to  
an o th er. T h e  f ir s t  w a r  th a t  e a r th  k n e w , th e  f irs t s h e d d in g  o f  h u m a n  
blood, w as th e  r e s u l t  o f  m a n ’s ey e s  a n d  s e n se s  b e in g  o p en e d , w h ic h  
m ade h im  se e  th e  w iv es a n d  d a u g h te r s  o f  h is  b r e th r e n  fa ire r  th a n  
h is ow n. T h e s e  T i ta n ic  g ia n ts  a n d  R a k sh a s a s  w ere  th e  s tr o n g e r —  
th e ir  a d v e rs a r ie s  th e  w ise r. S o  th e  s to ry  o f  R a m a  a n d  R a v an a  
is a  tru e  re c o rd , n o t  o f in d iv id u a ls  b u t  o f  rac es . H a n u m a n  tr u ly  
poses fo r th e  T h i r d  R ace A d e p t. A n d  a ll th is  o c c u rre d  d u r in g  th e  
F o u rth  R ace . A  g re a t  d e a l o f  th e  h is to ry  o f  th is  tim e , e sp ec ia lly  
in  th a t  lo n g  s u b m e rg e d  h o m e  o f  th e  A tla u te a u  p eo p le , a n d  in  p a r ts  of 
it th a t  fo rm  th e  A m eric as  o f  to -d a y , is  ta k e n  u p  w ith  th e  d o in g s  of 
an a n c ie n t ra c e  o f  g ia n ts  c a lle d  Q u in a n e s . In  th is  p e r io d  m e n  ra n g e d  
in  h e ig h ts  fro m  15 to  90 fee t a n d  th e s e  w ere  th e  d im in is h in g  
re m n a n ts  o f  ra c e s  th a t  e v e u  K a s h m ir  a n d  K ab u l ca n  v e r ify  as  b e in g  
o f  su c h  e n o rm o u s  s ta tu r e  a s  to  b e  q u i te  u n a c c e p ta b le  by th e  p ig m ie s  
of to -day . I  m ig h t  q u o te  p a g e s  to  ver ify  th is  s ta te m e n t ,  fo r  e v e ry  
la n d  k n o w n  to  u s , te e m s  w ith  a rc h a ic  le g e n d a ry  ta le s  o f  g ia n ts  a n d  
g ia n te sses  w h o  b r o u g h t  ev il in  th e  la u d s  th e y  o cc u p ie d  a n d  w ho 
w ere a g a in  a n d  a g a in  v a n q u is h e d  b y  th e  S o n s  o f  R ig h t.  I t  is  v e ry  
fa sc in a tin g  g ro u n d  to  l in g e r  o v er, a n d  I  h a v e  m y se lf  s p e n t m a n y  
an  h o u r  s e a r c h in g  o u t  th e  p e a s a n ts ’ ta le s  in  m a n y  la u d s  a n e n t  th e ir  
e x is te n c e —th e  O n e -E y e d  R a ce s  w e c a ll th e m  in  o u r  W e s te rn  
le g en d s. C y c lo p s  w e re  so m e  of th e s e — h u g e  m ig h ty  g ia n ts  w h o se  
S p ir i tu a l E y e  in  th e  c e n tr e  o f th e  h e a d  c o u ld  b e  tu r n e d  to  p a s t  o r  
fu tu re , fa r  o r  n e a r . E a te r ,  a s  m e n ’s  n e c e s s itie s  r e q u ire d  p h y s ic a l 
eyes, th is  o n e  g re a t  ey e  b e c a m e  a t ro p h ie d  a n d  s h r u n k  b a c k  in to  a  
recess b e tw e e n  th e  tw o  h e m is p h e re s  o f  th e  b ra in s , w h ic h  a t 
th a t  t im e  w ere  n o t  d ev e lo p e d  in to  a n y th in g  th a t  w e c o u ld  ca ll 
b ra in . T h is  “ E y e  o f  S 'iv a  ”  d is a p p e a re d  w ith  th e  F o u r th  R ace . 
I t  h a d  fu n c t io n e d  in  a ll, fu lly , d u r in g  th e  la te r  T h ir d  R ace , b u t  
a p p a re n tly  th e r e  w e re  o n ly  c e r ta in  few  ra c e s  th a t  re ta in e d  i ts  u se  
th r o u g h o u t th e  F o u r th  in to  th e  b e g in n in g s  o f th e  F if th  R ace. I f  w e 
co u ld  o b ta in  so m e  o f  th o s e  p ric e le ss , m o s t a n c ie n t  M SS., h id d e n  in  
C e n tra l C h in a  a n d  w r i t te n  in  th e  L o la  la n g u a g e , p r ic e le s s  ev id en c e  
in d e ed  w o u ld  b e  o b ta in a b le . T h is  h a n d fu l o f  in la n d  C h in ese  a re  
all o f  e n o rm o u s  s ta tu r e  ev e u  to -d ay  ; th e y  a re  th e  ab o rig in e s , w ho 
b e lo n g  w h o lly  to  th e  b e s t a n d  la s t b ra n c h  o f  th e  F o u r th  R ace  ; 
re a c h in g  th e i r  h ig h e s t  c iv iliz a tio n  befo re  th e  F if th  R a ce  h a d  h a rd ly  
a p p e a red  in  A s ia  ; th o se  now  o c c u p y in g  th e  th ro n e  b e in g  a h y b r id  
m ix tu re  o f  F 'o u r th  a n d  F if th  R aces. L a te ly  c e r ta in  m o u n d s  a n d
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c a v es  in  A m eric a  h a v e  b e e n  fo u u d  to  c o n ta in  h u m a n  sk e le to n s  of 
n in e  to  tw e lv e  fee t h i g h —th e s e  b e lo n g in g  to  t r ib e s  o f  th e  ea rly  F ifth  
R ace. T h is  re fe re n c e  to  th e  “  T h i r d  E y e  ” n e e d s  p e r h a p s  a  quo ta tion  
fro m  th e  m o s t a n c ie n t  c o m m e n ta r ie s  to  m a k e  c le a r  w h a t  to  us is so 
e s s e n tia l ly  le g e n d a ry .  T h e  c o m m e n ta ry  sa y s , “ th e r e  w e re  four
a rm e d  h u m a n  c r e a tu r e s  in  th o s e  e a r ly  d a y s  o f  th e  m a le -fe m a le s—the 
H e r m a p h ro d i te s —w ith  o n e  h e a d  y e t  th r e e  ey e s . T h e y  co u ld  see 
b e fo re  th e m  a n d  b e h in d  th e m . A  K a lp a  la te r  [ a f t e r  th e  sep ara tio n  
o f  th e  se x es] , m e n  h a v in g  fa lle n  in to  m a tte r ,  th e i r  s p ir i tu a l  vision 
b ec am e  d im  a n d  c o -o rd in a te ly  th e  th i r d  ey e  c o m m e n c e d  to  lose 
i ts  p o w er. W h e n  th e  F o u r th  R ace  a r r iv e d  a t  i t s  m id d le  age, the 
I n n e r  V is io n  h a d  to  b e  a w a k e n e d  a n d  a c q u ire d  b y  a r tif ic ia l stim uli. 
. . .T h e  T h i r d  E y e  lik e w ise  g e t t in g  g r a d u a l ly  a t ro p h ie d  soon 
d is a p p e a re d .”

I t  is  in te r e s t in g  fo r  u s  to  n o te  th e  “  fo u r - a r m e d  m e n ,’’ as it 
c le a r ly  sh o w s  u s  w h y  th e  H in d u  G o d s  a r e  so  p o r tra y e d . T hey  
w e re  u n d o u b te d ly  ty p e s  o f  th o s e  T h i r d  R a c e  D iv in e  R ulers 
w h o  w ere  s t i l l  in c a r n a t in g  a m o n g  th e m  a n d  w h o  p re s e rv e d  tha t 
s p a rk  o f  D iv in e  W isd o m  a n d  r e m a in e d  th e  e le c t  c u s to d ia n s  o f  those 
m y s te r ie s  re v e a le d  to  m a n k in d . T h is  ra c e  fa r  a n te d a te d ,  by 
m il le n n iu m s , th e  a d v e n t  o f  th e  F if th  R a c e —w h o  e v e n  to -d a y  p o rtray  
V is h n u  a n d  o th e r  G o d s  a s  fo u r-a rm e d . U p  to  th e  m id d le  of th e  
A tla n te a u  R a c e  m o n a d s  w ere  p e r m i t te d  to  in c a r n a te  fro m  those 
a d v a n c e d  a n d  m a tu re d  in  p re v io u s  R o u u d s ,  b u t  th e n  th e  d o o r  closed 
a n d  e v o lu tio n  p ro c e e d e d  to  m o u ld  a n d  d e v e lo p  th o s e  w ho  had  
a lre a d y  a t ta in e d  to  in c a rn a tio n . T h is  is  th e  s e c r e t  w h y  i t  is  defi
n ite ly  s ta te d  th a t  th e re  a re  o n ly  a  g iv e n  n u m b e r  o f  so u ls  in  in c a r
n a t io n  a t  o n e  t im e — o th e rs  a w a it in g  in c a r n a t io n  b y  tu r n s  o n  o ther 
p la n es .

“ T h e s e  E e m u ro -A tla n te a u  ra c e s  h a d  a c q u ir e d  a r ts  o f  c iv iliz a 
tio n  th a t  i t  is  d if f ic u lt fo r  u s  to  im a g in e  in  lo o k in g  b a c k  in to  th e ir  re 
m o te  p a s t.  H u g e  c i tie s  o f  ra re  e a r th s  a n d  m e ta ls ,  m a rb le s  o f  th e  m ost 
e x q u is i te  w h ite n e ss , a n d  lava , w ere  c a rv e d  in to  b u i ld in g s  a n d  s ta tu es , 
w h ic h  th e y  n o w  b e g a n  to  w o rsh ip . I n  fa c t  th e  E e m u r ia n s  in  th e ir  
S ix th  S u b -R ace  b u i l t  th e s e  ro c k  c i t ie s  o f  s to n e  a n d  la v a  th a t  are 
s ti ll  to  b e  se e n  in  m a n y  p a r ts  o f  I n d ia ,  n o ta b ly  in  S o u th e r n  I n d ia 
ns th a t  fo rm e d  a  p a r t  o f  th e  g r e a t  c o n t in e n t  o f  E a n k a  w h e re  th e ir  
la s t  ra c e s  liv e d . T h e  o ld e s t r e m a in s  o f a l l  th e  c y c lo p e a n  b u ild in g s  
w ere  a lso  a t t r ib u ta b le  to  th e m . R ic h  s t r o n g  n a t io n s  le a rn e d  in  
a r ts  h a d  r is e n  to  m ig h ty  c u l tu r e  a n d  e v o lv e d  h ig h  a b o v e  th e  o lder 
tr ib e s  ; th e n  se a s  a ro s e  a n d  sw a llo w e d  th e m  ; v o lc a n o e s  b u r s t  an d  
g a th e re d  th e m  fa r in to  e a r th ’s b o so m  ; b u t  n o n e  w e re  p e rm itte d  to  
p a s s  re c o rd le s s  aw ay , c o u ld  w e b u t  d e c ip h e r  th o s e  r e c o rd s  as th ey  
lie  s c a tte r e d  o r  h id d e n  u n d e r  fo re s ts  o r  s e a s  o v e r  o u r  la u d s  to -d ay . 
T h e  A ry a n  n a t io n s  tr a c e  th e i r  d e s c e n t th r o u g h  th e  A tla n te a n s  from  
th e  m o re  s p i r i tu a l  ra c e s  o f  th e  E e m u r ia n s ,  in  w h o m  th o s e  “ S ons 
o f  W isd o m  ” p e rs o n a lly  in c a r n a te d .  T h e  f ig u re s  a t  th e  c o rn e rs  to-
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clay seen  on  e v e ry  te m p le  in  S o u th e rn  In d ia  a rc  b u t  m e m o rie s  o f  
those w in g ed , D iv in e  S o u s , w h o se  ty p e  of face a n d  fo rm  a re  th e  

. m ost p u re ly  L e m u ria n  I  h a v e  y e t  seen .
T h e  F o u r th  R a ce  A tla n te a n s  seem  to  h a v e  b ee n  g ia n ts  o f  p h y s i

cal b e a u ty  a n d  s tr e n g th ,  a t  th e i r  z e n i th  to w a rd s  th e  m id d le  p e r io d  
of th e ir  F o u r th  S u b -R a c e . T h e y  w ere  c a lle d  th e  G o ld en  Y ello w  R ace , 
- u n t i l  th e  la te r  ra c e s  b ec am e  “ b la c k  w ith  s in .” B u t A tla n tis  
was in h a b ite d  b y  red , y e llo w , w h ite , a n d  b la c k  races, a n d  in  la te r  
tim es, ev e n  to  th e  a b o r ig in a l r e m n a n ts  e x is t in g  to -day , seem  to  h a v e  
run  th ro u g h  e v e ry  sh a d e  o f  red , b ro w n , co p p e r, o liv e , c in n a m o n  
and b ro n ze .

T h e  c o n t in e n t  o f  A tla n tis  e x te n d e d  from  a p o in t  a  few  d e g re e s  
E ast o f Ic e la n d  to  a b o u t th e  s ite  n o w  o cc u p ie d  b y  R io  d e  J a n e ir o  in  
S ou th  A m e r ic a ,e m b ra c in g  th e  S o u th e rn  a n d  E a s te rn  s ta te s  of A m eric a  
up  to, a n d  in c lu d in g , L a b ra d o r . I t  s t r e tc h e d  ac ro ss  th e  A tla n tic  
Ocean to  th e  B r it i s h  I s le s — a sm a ll p o r tio n  o f  th e  N o r th  o f  E n g la n d  
fo rm ing  o n e  o f  i ts  p ro m o n to r ie s , w h ile  i ts  e q u a to r ia l la n d s  em b raced  
B razil an d  th e  w h o le  s t r e tc h  o f  O ce an  to  th e  A fric an  g o ld  c o a s t— 
sca tte red  f ra g m e n ts  o f  w h a t e v e n tu a lly  b e c a m e  th e  c o n tin e n ts  of 
E u ro p e , A fr ic a  a n d  A m e ric a , a n d  a lso  so m e  o f  th e  re m n a n ts  o f  
o lder la n d s  o f  L e m u ria n  a n d  th e  H y p e rb o re a n  C o n tin e n t .

I t  w as f ro m  o n e  o f  th e  m o s t e v o lv e d  o f  th e  L e m u ria n  o r  T h ir d  
Root R ace  S u b -R a c e s  th a t  a  C o lo n y  w as led  a p a r t  a n d  s e g re g a te d  by' 
th e  g re a t M a n u  o r  te a c h e r , fo r  th e  s e p a ra tio n  fro m  th e i r  ow n ra c e s  of 
th o se  w h o  w ere  d e s t in e d  to  b e c o m e  th e  e a r l ie s t  S u b -R a c e  o f  th e  
F o u rth  o r  A tla u te a n .  T h e s e  a re  th e  n a m e s  th a t  h a v e  been  ac co rd ed  
to, o r h a v e  b e e n  g iv e n  b y , th e  ra c e  itse lf . T h e  firs t tw o  w ere  th e ir  
own n a m e s  as  c a lle d  by' th e m se lv e s , a s  S c o tt  E ll io t  te lls  u s  :

I. R m o ah a l. V. O rig in a l S em ite .
I I . T la v a t l i . V I. A k k a d ia n .

I I I . T o lte c . V II . M o n g o lian .
IV . F i r s t  T u ra n ia n .

T h e  R m o a h a l  ra c e  ca m e in to  e x is te n c e  b e tw e e n  4 a n d  5 m illio n
years ag o 011 th e  S o u th e rn C o n t in e n t o f  L e m u ria , a b o u t w h e re
A sh a n ti s ta n d s  to -d a y . T h e y  w ere  o f  a  m a h o g a n y  b la c k  co lo r, 10-12 
feet h ig h . T h e y  u lt im a te ly  m ig ra te d  to  th e  s o u th e rn  sh o re s  o f  
A tla n tis  w h e re  th e y  w ere  e n g a g e d  in  c o n s ta n t  w a rfa re  w ith  th e  
S ix th  a n d  S e v e n th  S u b -R a c e s  o f  th e  L e m u ria n s . A la rg e  p a r t  o f  th e  
tr ib e  e v e n tu a lly  m o v e d  N o r th  w h ile  th e  r e m a in d e r  in te rm a r r ie d  
w ith  th e s e  b la c k  L e m u ria n  a b o rig in e s . T n e  a b o r ig in a l D ra v id ia n s  
of S. I n d ia  h a v e  a  g o o d  d ea l o f  th is  m ix tu re  in  th e i r  v e i n s ; w h ile  
som e la te r  t r ib e s  w e re  th e  o u tc o m e  o f  in te rm a r r ia g e  b e tw e e n  A tla n 
te an s  a n d  e a r ly  A ry a n s . T h o s e  w h o  w e n t n o r th w a rd s  s e t t le d  close 
to  Ic e la n d  fo r  u n to ld  g e n e ra tio n s , a n d  b y  a b o u t o n e  m illio n  y e a rs  ago  
th e y  h a d  b e c o m e  to le ra b ly  fa ir  in  c o lo r . T h e y  w ere  o ccas io n a lly  
d r iv e n  so u th w a rd s  b y  th e  g la c ia l e p o c h s , o n e  o f w h ic h  is re c k o n e d  
to  o cc u r e v e rv  30,000 y e a rs  : tw o  s u c h  ep o c h s  o c c u rre d , o n e  a b o u t
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3,000,000 ago , a n d  a  s e c o n d  a b o u t  850,000 y e a rs  a g o , w bicli not 
o n ly  d e c im a te d  th e  n o r th e r n  r e g io n s  b u t, in v a d in g  th e  b u lk  of the 
c o n t in e n t ,  fo rc ed  a ll life  to  m ig r a te  to  e q u a to r ia l  la n d s . T h e  origin 
o f  th e  S eco n d  S u b -R ace , th e  T l a v a t l i ,  w as  a n  is la n d  off th e  W e s t Coast 
o f  A tla n tis .  T h e y  th e n  s p re a d  o v e r  A t la n t is  p ro p e r ,  n o ta b ly  north
w a rd s  to w a rd s  G re e n la n d . T h e y  w e re  a  r e d  b ro w n  p e o p le  o f  m oun
ta in - lo v in g  in s t in c ts .

T h e  T o l t c c  o r  T h ir d  S u b -R a c e  w as  o f  m a g n if ic e n t  developm ent. 
I t  ru le d  th e  w h o le  c o n t in e n t  o f  A t la n t i s  fo r  th o u s a n d s  o f  years-^so  
m ig h ty  w e re  the}-, t h a t  h u n d r e d s  o f  th o u s a n d s  o f  y e a rs  la te r  one of 
th e i r  r e m o te  fa m ilie s  r u le d  m a g n if ic e n tly  in  M e x ic o  a n d  P e ru , long 
a g e s  b e fo re  th e i r  d e g e n e r a te  d e s c e n d a n ts  w e re  c o n q u e re d  by  the 
f ie rc e r  A z te c  t r ib e s  f ro m  th e  N o r th .  T h e y  w e re  r e d d e r  o r more 
c o p p e r-c o lo re d  th a n  th e  T l a v a t H s  a n d  a v e ra g e d  8 fee t, b u t  dw indled 
a s  a ll r a c e s  d id  to  th e  le s s e r  h e ig h t  of to -d a y .

T h e  fe a tu re s  w e re  s t r a ig h t  a n d  w ell m a rk e d , o f  so m e w h a t Greek 
ty p e .

I t  w as f ro m  th e i r  g re a t  c a p ita l  on  th e  E a s te r n  C o ast, “  T h e  City 
o f  th e  G o ld e n  G a te s ,” th a t  th e  T o l t c c  e m p e ro rs  h e ld  a lm o s t world
w id e  sw ay . T h e s e  se e m  to  h a v e  b e e n  a y e llo w  ra c e , b u t  differed 
in  v a r io u s  p a r ts  o f  th e  c o n t in e n t .

T h e  T u r a n i a n s  ox F o u r th  S u b -R a c e  o r ig in a te d  o n  th e  eastern 
s id e  o f  th e  c o n t in e n t .  T h e y  w ere  c o lo n is ts  fro m  th e i r  e a r l ie s t  begin
n in g s  a n d  m ig ra te d  to  a ll p a r ts .

T h e  S e m i t i c  o r  F i f th  S u b -R a c e  se em  to  h a v e  o r ig in a te d  in  the 
n o r th e r n  p a r ts  w h e re  Ic e la n d , S c o tla n d , a n d  th e  su rro u n d in g  
se a s  n o w  s ta n d . T h e y  c o lo n iz e d  m u c h , g re w  a n d  f lo u r is h e d —ho ld 
in g  th e i r  ow n  a g a in s t  a g g re s s iv e  s o u th e rn  k in g s  ; fo r  h u n d re d s  of 
th o u s a n d s  o f  y e a rs  e la p se d  u n t i l  th e y  h a d  r is e n  to  p o w er.

T h e y  w e re  a  tu r b u le n t ,  d is c o n te n te d  ra c e , a lw a y s  a t  w ar w ith 
th e i r  n e ig h b o u rs ,  e sp e c ia lly  th e  g ro w in g  ra c e  o f  th e  A k k a d i a n s .

T h e  A k k a d i a n s  o r  S ix th  S u b -R a c e  c a m e  in to  e x is te n c e  a f te r  the  
c a ta s tr o p h e  800,000 y e a rs  ago . T h e y  to o k  th e i r  r is e  in  th e  land 
e a s t o f  A tla n tis  b u t  so o n  o v e r ra n  th e  n o w  d im in is h e d  c o n tin e n t of 
A tla n tis . T h e y  fo u g h t w ith  th e  S e m i t e s  m a n y  b a t t le s  b y  la n d  and 
sea , w ith  la rg e  flee ts  on  b o th  s id e s , a n d  a b o u t 110,000 y e a rs  ago, 
c o m p le te ly  v a n q u is h e d  th e  S e m i t e s  a n d  se t th e m s e lv e s  u p  in  the ir 
c a p ita l .  T h e y  w ere  a g re a t  tr a d in g ,  s e a -g o in g  p e o p le  w ith  large 
c o lo n ie s  in  d is t a n t  la n d s .

T h e  M o n g o l i a n  o r  S e v e n th  S u b -  R ace  h a d  i ts  o r ig in  on  th e  p lains 
o f  T a r ta r y  a n d  w as a  d ir e c t  o ffsh o o t fro m  th e  T u ra n ia n  Race 
w h ic h  i t  g r a d u a lly  s u p p la n te d .  I t  m u lt ip l ie d  e x c e e d in g ly  a n d  the  
m a jo r i ty  o f  e a r th ’s  in h a b i ta n ts  to -d a y  b e lo n g  m o re  o r  le ss  to  its 
b ra n c h e s .

I t  w as  d u r in g  th is  g re a t  A tla n te a n  R oo t R ace  th a t  e a c h  Sub-Race 
w as g o v e rn e d , g u id e d  a n d  ru le d  o v e r  by M a n u s  w h o  d ire c tly  in c a r
n a te d  a m o n g s t  th e  ra c e s , a s s is te d  b y  A d e p ts  o r  D iv in e  k in g s  or
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Rulers, as, fo r  th e  m o s t p a r t ,  h u m a n ity  s ti l l  p o sse sse d  p s y c h ic  a t 
tributes. T h e  m o s t a d v a n c e d  h a d  u n d e rg o n e  th e  n e c e s s a ry  t r a in 
ing in  th e  O c c u lt S c h o o ls , so m e  e v e n  b e c o m in g  A d e p ts  o f  a  h ig h  
order. F o r  th o u s a n d s  o f  y e a rs  th e  D iv in e  D y n a s ty  ru le d  n o t  o n ly  
over all th e  k in g d o m s  o f  A tla n t is  b u t  a l l  th e  is la n d s  to  th e  W e s t a n d  
East. W h e n  n e c e s s a ry  th is  D y n a s ty  w as r e c ru ite d  fro m  th e  g r e a t  
bodge of In it ia te s ,  b u t ,  a s  a  ru le , i t  w as h a n d e d  d o w n  from  f a th e r  
to son, a ll a c t in g  in  h a rm o n y  w ith  th e  O c c u lt  H ie r a rc h y  w h ic h  g o v 
erns the  w orld . T h is  w as th e  g o ld e n  a g e  o f  th e  F o u r th  R ace . T h e  
G overnm ent w as j u s t  a n d  b e n e f ic e n t ; a r ts  a n d  sc ie n c e s  w e re  c u l t i 
vated an d  o c c u lt  k n o w le d g e  w as a p p lie d  to  c u l t iv a tio n  o f  la n d  a n d  
to bu ild ings a n d  in v e n tio n ,  su c h  as  h a v e  y e t to  b e  re -d isc o v e re d  
in the fu tu re .

A fter 100,000 y e a rs  o f  th is  g o ld e n  ag e , d e g e n e ra c y  a n d  d ec ay  
set in.' M any  o f  th e  t r ib u ta r y  k in g s ,  p r ie s ts  a n d  p eo p le s  ceased  to  
use th e ir  fa c u ltie s  a n d  p o w e rs  in  a c c o rd a n c e  w ith  th e  law s m a d e  b y  
their D iv in e  R u le rs , a n d  b ro k e  th e i r  c o n n e c t io n  w ith  th e  D iv in e  
H ierarchy. P e rs o n a l  d e s ire s , a t ta in m e n t  o f  w e a lth  a n d  p o w er, o f  
hum iliation  a n d  r u in  o f  th e i r  en e m ie s , b e c a m e  th e  c h ie f  o b je c ts  to  
which th e ir  o c c u lt p o w e rs  w ere  d ir e c te d .  S o rc e ry  b e c a m e  ra m p a n t ,  
evil an d  c ru e lty  fo r  se lf ish  e n d s  w e re  m a d e  m a n ife s t. T h e i r  
scientific a t ta in m e n ts  w ere  g re a t,  a n d  m a n y  h a d  r e ta in e d  a n d  t r a in 
ed th e ir  p s y c h ic  a b i l i t ie s  so  th a t  th e  c o m b in a t io n  w h e n  tu r n e d  
towards p e rso n a l e n d s  b e c a m e  a n  e n o rm o u s  fa c to r  to w a rd s  th e  d is 
in tegration  a n d  b r e a k in g  u p  o f  th e i r  n a tio n s . N a tu r a l ly  th e  
Kamic p r in c ip le  r e a c h e d  i ts  z e n i th  d u r in g  th e  F o u r th  R ace . B ru ta l i ty  
and ferocity  w e re  le t  lo o se  on  th is  o n c e  h a p p y  p e o p le . T h e  fo llo w ers  
of the  b la ck  a r ts  ro se  in  re b e llio n  a n d  s e t  u p  a riv a l E m p e ro r  w ho 
drove th e  W h ite  E m p e ro r  from  h is  c a p ita l ,  in  th a t  c i ty  o f th e  
golden g a tes , a n d  re ig n e d  in  h is  s te a d . T h e s e  e v e n ts  to o k  
place 50,000 y e a rs  b e fo re  th e  f irs t  g re a t  c a ta s tro p h e . T h e  c i ty  
of the go ld en  g a te s  b e c a m e  a  d e n  o f  in iq u i t ie s  a n d  th e n  ca m e  th e  
awful r e tr ib u tio n  w h e n  m illio n s  u p o n  m il lio n s  p e r ish e d . T h e  
waves sw ep t o v e r  i t  a n d  d e s tro y e d  th e  B la c k  E m p e ro r ,  h is  d y n a s ty  
and th e  in h a b ita n ts ,  a n d  to re  u p  a n d  w ra p p e d  th e  la n d  in to  m a n y  
waste o r  s u b m e rg e d  a re as , a n d  w h o le  p ro v in c e s  w e re  d e c im a te d  
and m ade d eso la te . T h e  v a s t  c o n t in e n t  i ts e lf  b e in g  r e n t  in to  
two v ast a n d  a n u m b e r  o f  sm a ll is la n d s — R u ta  a n d  D a ity a  b e in g  
the two la rg e s t.

F rom  th e s e  s c e n e s  o f ev il a n d  d e s o la t io n  w e fin d  th a t  th e  
In itia te  p r ie s ts , w ith  k n o w le d g e  a n d  p re v is io n , le d  co lo n ie s  aw a y  to  
d istan t la n d s  w h e re  th e y  c o u ld  fo llow  th e  g o o d  law  in  peace .

T h e  T la v a tl i  c o lo n is ts  seem  to  h a v e  s e ttle d  o v e r  w ide  
areas; som e to w a rd s  th e  n o r th ,  on  th e  e a s te rn  S c a n d in a v ia n  sh o re s  ; 
some so u th , to  th e  g ro w in g  la n d s  o f  th e  A m e ric a s  a n d  P a ta g o n ia  ; 
some sa iled  a c ro ss  th e  o cean , ro u n d e d  th e  co a s t o f  A frica , r e a c h in g  
India- a n d  E a u k a . T h e r e  m ix in g  w ith  th e  E e m u ria n s  th e y  fo rm ed  

4



The Theogophiat.&6Q [August

th e  D ra v id ia n  r a c e  w h ic h  w as, in  la te r  d a y s , in fu s e d  w ith  Aryan or 
F i f th  R a ce  b lo o d . T h e  B u rm e se  a n d  S ia m e se  h a v e  also  Tlavatli 
b lo o d , b u t  m ix e d  a n d  d o m in a te d  b y  th e  n o b le r  s to c k  o f one of 
th e  A ry a n  S u b -R a c e s .

T h e  T o l t e c s ,  o n  th e  c o n t in e n ts  o f N o r th  a n d  S o u th  America, 
s p re a d  a b ro a d  a n d  f lo u rish e d , a n d  th o u s a n d s  o f  y e a rs  la te r  formed 
th o s e  m a rv e llo u s  e m p ire s  o f  M e x ic o  a n d  P e ru , w ith  th e  most 
m a g n if ic e n t  a r c h i te c tu r a l  r e m a in s  t h e  w o rld  h a s  se en . P e ru  r4,ooo 
y e a r s  ag o  u n d e r  th e i r  I n c a  s o v e re ig n s , a t ta in e d  a  p o w e r  an d  great- 
n e s s  n e v e r  e x c e l le d  e v e n  b y  th e  m ig h ty  n a t io n s  o f  to -d ay . The 
ju s t i c e  a n d  b e n e f ic e n c e  o f  th e  G o v e rn m e n t,  th e  e q u i ta b le  nature 
o f  la n d  te n u re ,  a n d  g e n e ra l  w e ll-b e in g  o f  t h e  p e o p le , a n d  their 
p u r e  re l ig io u s  life , w a s  in d e e d  th e  S a ty a  Y u g a ; a n d  y e t  th e ir  rep
r e s e n ta t iv e  to -d a y  is  th e  R ed  I n d ia n  of N o r th  a n d  S o u th  America, 
d e g e n e r a te  a n d  fa s t  d y in g  o u t  b y  th o u s a n d s .  I n  S c o tt E llio t’s 
“  A t la n t is  ” w e  g e t  m u c h  in f o rm a tio n  r e g a r d in g  th e s e  R aces, so we 
le a r n ,  th a t  f ro m  th e  T o lte c  c o lo n iz e rs  E g y p t  re c e iv e d  its  first settle- 
m e n t .

T h e  g r e a t  L o d g e  o f  I n i t ia te s  h a d  f led  f ro m  th e  m o ra l degra
d a t io n  o f  A tla n te a n  la n d s  a n d  t r a n s f e r r e d  th e i r  a c tiv e  c e n tr e  to  Egypt 
a b o u t  400,000 y e a r s  ag o . T h is  c o u n t ry  wTa s  th e n  th in ly  populated 
a n d  iso la te d  fro m  d is tu r b in g  c o n d it io n s , a n d  fo r  n e a r ly  200,000 years 
th e  L o d g e  d id  i ts  p u re  a n d  b e n e f ic e n t  w o rk  th e re .  W hen  the 
t im e  w as r ip e , so m e  210,000 y e a rs  a g o , th is  O c c u lt  L o d g e  founded 
a n  e m p ire — th e  f irs t D y n a s ty  o f  E g y p t —a n d  b e g a n  to  te a c h  th e  peo
p le .  T h e n  i t  w as th a t  th e  f irs t  g r e a t  b o d y  o f  c o lo n is ts  w as brought 
f ro m  A tla n t is  a n d  so m e  t im e  d u r in g  th e  10,000 y e a rs  th a t  led  to  the 
s e c o n d  c a ta s tro p h e  th e  tw o  g r e a t  P y ra m id s  o f  G iz e h  w ere  b u ilt ,  partly 
to  p ro v id e  p e r m a n e n t  h a l ls  o f  I n i t ia t io n  a n d  a lso  to  a c t as treasure- 
h o u s e  a n d  s h r in e  fo r  so m e  g re a t  T a l is m a n  o f  p o w e r d u r in g  the 
s u b m e rg e n c e  w h ic h  th e  I n i t ia te s  k n e w  to  b e  im p e n d in g . In  the 
th i r d  m a p  o f  A t la n t is  E g y p t  is  sh o w n  to  b e  u n d e r w a te r .  T h is  happen
e d  in  th e  e ra  o f  th e  S e c o n d  D iv in e  D y n a s ty  o f  E g y p t  ; th e  rulers 
b e in g  s t i l l  in i t ia te d  A d ep ts . T h e  c a ta s tr o p h e  o f  80 ,000  years ago 
te m p o r a r i ly  s u b m e rg e d  i t  a g a in  in  th e  th i r d  D iv in e  Dynasty- 
D u r in g  th is  c y c le  th e  T e m p le  o f  K a r n a c  a n d  m a n y  of th e  more 
a n c ie n t  b u i ld in g s  s t i l l  s ta n d in g  in  E g y p t  w e re  c o n s tru c te d , and 
e x c e p t  th e  tw o  g r e a t  p y ra m id s  a b o v e  r e fe r re d  to , n o  b u ild in g  m 
E g y p t  a n te d a te s  th e  c a ta s tro p h e  o f  80,000 y e a rs  ag o .

A t th e  f in a l s u b m e rg e n c e  o f P o se id o n is , th e  sm a ll is lan d  that 
r e m a in e d  o f  o ld  A tla n tis  so m e  11,000 y e a rs  ago , th e  D iv in e  

D y n a s t ie s  ce a se d , a n d  th e  I n i t i a t e ’s L o d g e  w as tra n s fe r re d  to  I n d ia  

a n d  e ls e w h e re . F ro m  th e  T u r a n ia n s  s p r a n g  m a n y  o f  th e  C h in e s e  

t r ib e s ,  a s  a lso  th e  A z tec , w h ic h  f in a lly  o v e r th re w  th e  m ig h ty  T o l t e c  

c iv il iz a t io n s .
I t  w as  f ro m  th e  S e m it ic  e m ig ra t io n s  th a t  o n e  w as  se lec ted  and
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seg regated  b y  th e  M a n u  in  c h a rg e  o f  th e  e v o lu tio n  o f  th e  F if th  R a ce  
the A ryan .

O th e r co lo n ie s  w a n d e re d  a n d  le f t t r a c e s  o f  th e i r  in d iv id u a l  
ch a rac te ris tic s  a m o n g  a b o r ig in a l  A m e r ic a n s  a n d  la te r  E g y p tia n s ,  
and m a n y  o f  th e  p e o p le s  w e a re  a c c u s to m e d  to  c o n s id e r  as  S e m itic  
are rea lly  A ry a n  in  b lo o d .

T h e  A k k a d i a n s  co lo n iz e d  th e  b a s in  o f  th e  M e d ite rra n e a n , th e  
shores o f  th e  R e v a n t, P e r s ia  a n d  A ra b ia . T h e  e a r ly  E tru s c a n s ,  
Phoenicians a n d  C a r th a g in ia n s ,  a n d  p e o p le  o f  th e  B a sq u e  P ro v in c e s  of 
E urope to -d ay , b e lo n g e d  to  th is  rac e . A  c o lo n y  o f  th e se  A k k a d ia n s  
about 100,000 y e a rs  ago , led  b y  a n d  fo rm e d  o f  In it ia te s , fo u n d e d  
S to n eh en g e  a n d  o th e r  re lic s  in  N o r th e r n  E u ro p e . F o r  a t  t h a t  t im e  
B rita in  w as .a p a r t  o f  th e  S c a n d in a v ia n  c o n t in e n t  o f  E u ro p e .  T h e  
M ongolians o v erflo w ed  N o r th e r n  A s ia  to  A m eric a . T h e  H u n g a r ia n s  
and M alayä lees b e in g  o ffsh o o ts  o f  th is  ra c e  ; in  th e  o n e  case  e n n o 
bled by A ry a n  b lo o d  a n d  in  th e  o th e r  d e te r io ra te d  b y  m ix tu re  w ith  th e  
effete R e m u ria n s . T h e  J a p a n e s e , w h o  h a v e  s t i l l  th e i r  h is to ry  to  
give th e  w o rld , a re  th e  la s t  S u b -R a c e  o f  th e  M o n g o lia n  o r  s e v e n th . 
A rc h ite c tu re  a n d  s c u lp tu re ,  p a in t in g  a n d  m u sic , w ere  a ll p ra c tise d  in  
A tlan tis , th o u g h , o f  co u rse , th e  la t te r  w as e x c e e d in g ly  c ru d e . T h e i r  
races w ere  a ll fo n d  o f  co lo r, so  th e ir  h o u se s  w ere  b r i l l ia n t  
in side  a n d  o u ts id e , a n d  w h e re  r e m n a n ts  o n  a n c ie n t  b u ild in g s  
are se en  ev e n  to -d a y , th e y  s ti l l  p o sse ss  th e  sa m e  d y es  a n d  t in t s  
a lm ost as  f re sh  a s  if  o n ly  o f  r e c e n t  p a in t in g .  B u t in  s c u lp 
tu re  th e y  h a v e  le f t  m a n y  p ro o fs  o f  e x c e lle n c e , a s  w ell a s  o f  a r c h ite c 
tu re . A s  a g r ic u l tu r is ts  th e y  fa r  e x c e e d e d  m o d e rn  a c h ie v e m e n ts  
an d  to  th e m  w e ow e th e  p la n ta in ,  a lso  o a ts  a n d  so m e  o th e r  
cereals, th o u s a n d s  o f  y e a rs  b e in g  re q u ire d  fo r th e s e  p ro c e sse s . 
T h e y  a lso  d e s ig n e d  a ir-sh ip s , lo c o m o tio n  in  th e m  b e in g  re se rv e d  fo r  
th e  w e a l th y —a s  w e h a v e  c a r r ia g e s  o r  y a c h ts  to -d ay . I n  th e  la te r  
days w h e n  w a r  a n d  s tr if e  h a d  b r o u g h t  to  a  c lo se  th e  g o ld e n  ag e , 
b a ttle -sh ip s  th a t  c o u ld  n a v ig a te  th e  a ir ,  r iv a lle d  o u r  m o d e rn  b a t t le 
sh ip s a t  seas , b u t  fa r  m o re  d e s tru c tiv e  th a n  th e  s u b -m a r in e  o r  to rp e d o  
even ; a n d  e x p lo s iv e s  w e re  a d o p te d  a t  a n  e a r ly  p e r io d . W o m e n  h a d  
ab so lu te ly  e q u a l r ig h ts  w ith  m e n , h e ld  th e  sa m e  p o s itio n s , w ere  
e d u c a te d  th e  sa m e, a n d  o f te n  to o k  p a r t  in  th e  G o v e rn m e n t as 
V iceroys a n d  R o ca l S o v e re ig n s  u n d e r  th e  A d ep t I n i t ia te  R u le rs .

H is to ry  h a s  h a d  l i t t le  to  g iv e  th e  w o rld  re g a rd in g  th e se  a n 
c ien t rac es  a n d  k n o w s  b u t  leg en d ä r} ' f ra g m e n ts  o f  th e  F if th  R a c e  
peop les. U p  to  a b o u t 13'to 14 th o u s a n d  y e a rs  ag o  w e f in d  th e  A tla n -  
te an  R ace s t i l l  h o ld in g  m ig h ty  sw ay  in  c e r ta in  d e n se ly  p o p u la te d  
p o r tio n s , w h ile  th e  A ry a n  R a ce  h a d  its  o r ig in s  a b o u t o n e  m illio n  y e a rs  
ago. “  A n  im m e n se ly  a d v a n c e d  E n t i ty  b e lo n g in g  to  th e  G o v e rn 
in g  H ie ra rc h y  o f  th e  p la n e t  a s su m e d  th e  d ire c tio n  a n d  g o v e rn m e n t 
o f th e  n ew  R a c e  a n d  w as ca lle d  i ts  R o o t M an u . O th e r  races^yet to  
com e w ill b e  u n d e r ta k e n  b y  A d e p ts  o f  o u r  ow n e v o lu tio n , b u t  n o t so  
for o u r  F if th  R ace .” I t  w as fro m  th e  F if th  S u b -R ace , th e  S em itic , th a t
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th e  M a n u  s e le c te d  th e  c o lo n y  o n  w h ic h  to  g ra f t  h is  te a c h in g  and 
g iv e  a  n ew  im p u lse  to  p h y s ic a l h e r e d i ty .  T h is  c o lo n y  w as established 
in  w h a t w e ca ll S y r ia ,  a n d  in to  th e  ra c e  i ts e lf  th e  M a n u  h im self in- 
c a rn a te d . A s t im e  w e n t on  i t  w as f o u n d  th a t  th is  ra c e , though  in 
m a n y  w ay s  s u ita b le ,  d id  n o t  fu lfil i t s  f o u n d e r ’s d e s ig n s .  I ts  blood 
h a d  to  b e  u n c o n ta m in a te d .  C e r ta in  b r a n c h e s  h o w e v e r  in term arried  
w ith  so m e  o f  th e  T h i r d  R ace  tr ib e s  in  th e  n e ig h b o u rh o o d . About 
fo u r  h u n d r e d  y e a rs  a f te r  th e  f irs t  a t te m p t ,  th e  M a n u  ag a in  select
e d  a  s m a ll g ro u p  u n a ffe c te d  b y  T h i r d  R a ce  b lo o d  in fu s io n , some 
25 to  30 fam ilie s , a n d  le d  th e s e  r ig h t  a w a y  to  t h e  sh o re s  o f what 
w as th e n  a  s e a , w h e re  n o w  s ta n d s  th e  G o b i d e s e r t  in  A sia . Here 
th e y  s e ttle d  fo r  a g e s  u n d e r  th e  d ir e c t  sw ay  o f  th e i r  M a n u  who re
in c a rn a te d  a g a in  a n d  a g a in  in  th e i r  m id s t .  T o  th i s  C e n tra l Asian 
c o m m u n ity  w as t r a n s m it te d  th e  p o te n t ia l i t i e s  o f  th e  n e w  race . One of 
th e  la w s  w as—o n ly  o n e  so n  to  b e  b o rn ,  a n d  if  d a u g h te r s ,  on ly  one 
to  m a rry ,  fo r  th e r e  w e re  b u t  few  E g o s  r e a d y  to  in c a r n a te  in to  this 
n e w  ra c e  a n d  i ts  r a te  o f  in c re a s e  w as  g o v e rn e d  b y  th a t  fac t. T h e  first 
c o lo n y  s e g re g a te d  a f te rw a rd s  b e c a m e  th e  la te r  S e m it ic  R a ce— the  Jews 
w h o , t r a d i t io n a l ly  r e m e m b e r in g  b e in g  s e t  a p a r t  th u s ,  s ti l l  consider 
th e m s e lv e s  a  “  ch o sen  p e o p le ,” u n d e r  th e  M a n u  w e h e a r  o f  in  their 
la te r  re c o rd s  a s  M o ses. T h is  F if th  R a c e  su ffe re d  overw helm ing  
c a ta c ly sm s  b u t  o n ly  a f te r  so m e  200,000 y e a rs  h a d  p a s se d  afte r the 
fo u n d a tio n  o f  th e  r a c e —th u s  f irs t  e s ta b l is h in g  i t  o n  a  firm  base as 
a  g re a t  n a t io n .  F re e  c o m m u n ic a tio n  w e n t  o n  howre v e r  b e tw een  the 
f ir s t  tw o  A ry a n  c o lo n ie s , a n d  o n e  s u p re m e  G o v e rn m e n t  prevailed  
o v e r  b o th  n a t io n s .  P o ss ib ly  th is  w as b e fo r e  t h e  m o u n ta in  barriers 
b e tw e e n  C e n tra l A s ia  a n d  I n d ia  w e re  n o t  so  im p a s s a b le  as  now , as 
th e  c o n v u ls io n s  in  C e n tra l  A s ia  p ro b a b ly  c o n tr ib u te d  to  the 
f u r th e r  u p h e a v a l  o f  th e  H im a la y a n  r a n g e . T h e  in d ig en o u s 
p o p u la tio n  w as o f  A tla n te a n  a n d  e a r l ie r  E e m u ria n  c iv iliz a tio n s , for 
th e  a c tu a l  la n d  a g e  o f  I n d ia  is  o f  fa b u lo u s  a n t iq u i ty .  T here  
lie s  a n  e n o rm o u s  s t r e tc h  o f t im e , o n e  m illio n  y e a rs , s in c e  A ryan  
c iv il iz a t io n  b e g a n  to  re m o u ld  th e  E a s t .  T h e  F i r s t  S u b -R ace  was 
c a lle d  th e  A ry a n  H in d u , th e  s e c o n d  th e  A ry a n  S e m itic ,  th e  T h ird  
S u b -R a c e , th e  I r a n ia n  —w h ic h  a ro s e  a f te r  th e  c a ta s tro p h e  o f  800,000 
y e a rs  ago , p a r t ly  in  R u s s ia , p a r t ly  in  w e s te rn  S ib e r ia  w h ic h  now  is 
d iv id e d  a n d  fo rm s  P e rs ia , E g y p t ,  A ra b ia , a n d  th e  m a in  m ass of 
th e  A fr ic a n  c o n t in e n t  la te ly  u p h e a v e d  fro m  th e  w a te rs , w h e n  p art 
o f  A tla n tis  h a d  b e c o m e  s u b m e rg e d . A f te r  th i s  c a ta s tro p h e  i t  took 
a  lo n g  t im e  fo r  th e  s u r v iv in g  f ra g m e n ts  o f  th e  C e n tra l  A s ia n  F ifth  
R a c e  to  b e c o m e  a g a in  n u m e ro u s .

T h e  F o u r th  R ace , th e  C e lts , a r e  th e  o u tc o m e  o f  a  g rea t 
c o lo n y  m ig r a t in g  f ro m  th e  sh o re s  o f  th e  C e n tra l  A s ia n  S e a  (n o w  G obi 
D e s e r t ) .  T h is  ra c e  s p r a n g  d ir e c t  f ro m  th e  p a r e n t  s te m . T h e y  w ere 
a lw a y s  a  re s tle s s , f ig h t in g  p e o p le — d iv id e d  in to  tw o  s tre a m s  go ing  
w e s tw a rd  : o n e  g o in g  n o r th w e s t ,  th e  o th e r  a lo n g  th e  sh o re s  of the  
M e d ite r r a n e a n  B a s in . T h is  B a s in  w as  b r o u g h t  in to  e x is te n c e  after
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th e  c a ta c ly sm  o f  200,000 y e a rs  ago , a n d  c a u se d  th e m  to  co lo n ize  
w idely . T h e  F if th  S u b -R a c e , th a t  w e  c a ll th e  T e u to n ic , to  w h ic h  
w ith  th e  C e ltic  m o s t E u ro p e a n s  b e lo n g , o r ig in a te d  so m e  80,000 y ea rs  
ago w h e n  E u ro p e  a s s u m e d  i ts  p r e s e n t  p ro p o rtio n s , th o u g h  th e  
B ritish  I s le s  h a d  n o t s e p a ra te d  th e n  fro m  th e  m a ss . T h e y  h a d  
th e ir  c ra d le  in  th e  re g io n  o f  th e  C a u c a su s , s p re a d in g  o v e r  w h a t 
to-day is  I ta ly , C e n tra l  E u ro p e  a n d  G e rm a n y . T h e s e  S u b -R a c e s  h a v e  
left b u t l i t t le  tr a c e s  o f  th e i r  h is to r ie s  in  th e  p a s t—th e  I r a n ia n  
p e rh a p s  th e  m o s t .  T h e  G re e k s , R o m an s, Z o ro a s tr ia u s , a re  in  a p p re 
ciable m o d e rn  tim e s , b u t  o f  th e  v a s t  c iv iliz a tio n s  o f  C h a ld e a , B a b y 
lonia, E g y p t ,  w e  ca n  b u t  g a th e r  f ra g m e n ts  h e re  a n d  th e re  a n d  th e n  
we d w a rf  th e i r  ra c ia l p e r io d s  to  fit in  w ith  th e  l im ita t io n s  o f  m o d e rn  
th o u g h t. T h e  S ix th  a n d  S e v e n th  S u b -R a c e s  o f  th is  p r e s e n t  F if th  
Race h a v e  y e t  to  p la y  th e i r  p a r ts , r is e  a n d  fa ll, th o u s a n d s  o f  y ea rs  
hence.

M ille n n iu m s  w ill p a s s  e re ,  o n  la u d s  n o t  y e t  ra is e d  from  O ce an ’s 
d ep th s , th e  G re a t  S ix th  a n d  S e v e n th  R o o t R aces w ill b e  le d  fo rth  
by th e  m ig h ty  M a n u s  o f  th o s e  d ay s , a n d  w ill ta k e  o v e r c h a rg e  fo r 
th e ir  e v o lu tio n a ry  t r a in in g ,  a  h u m a n i ty  fa r  m o re  s p ir i tu a l  a n d  
d eve loped  th a n  a n y  w e a re  a b le  in  ev e n  th e  m o s t h a z y  w ay  to  
cogn ise, a n d  to  ra is e  th a t  h u m a n i ty  to  le v e ls  w e k n o w  n o t  o f. B u t 
w e k n o w  th a t  i t  w ill b e  a  g o a l w o r th y  o f  a l l  a t ta in m e n t ,  a n d  w ill 
fa r tr a n s c e n d  th e  a t ta in m e n ts  o f  p r e s e n t  h u m a n ity  a s  m u c h , o r  
m ore  th a n  w e s u rp a s s  th e  “  m in d le s s , E g g -h e a d e d  ra c e s  o f  th e  p a s t .”

F io  H a r a .

T H E O S O P H Y  A N D  S P I R I T U A L I S M .

I H A V E  fo u n d  th a t  a m o n g  p e o p le  w ho k n o w  v e ry  l i t t le  o f e i th e r  th e re  
a re  tw o  q u i te  o p p o s ite  o p in io n s  a s  to  th e  re la t io n s  o f  T h e o so p h y  

an d  S p ir tu a lis m . S o m e  im a g in e  T h e o s o p h y  to  b e  m e re ly  a  v a r ie ty  
o f S p ir i tu a l ism , a n d  o th e rs  su p p o se  u s  to  b e  b i t te r ly  o p p o se d  to  o n e  
a n o th e r . B o th  th e s e  id e a s  a re  in a c c u ra te , a n d  y e t  th e re  h a s  b e e n  a 
ce rta in  a m o u n t  o f  ju s t i f ic a t io n  fo r th e m  b o th . T h e  fa c t th a t  T h e o s 
op h y  a n d  S p ir i tu a l is m  h o ld  so  m a n y  o f  th e i r  m o s t im p o r ta n t  beliefs 
in  co m m o n  is  su ffic ie n t to  a c c o u n t fo r th e  f i r s t ; a n d  th e  m is ta k e n  
a t t i tu d e  o f  ig n o r a n t  e n th u s ia s ts  o n  b o th  s id e s  m a y  p ro b a b ly  b e  co n s id 
ered  re sp o n s ib le  fo r th e  o th e r . I t  se em s to  m e  th a t  th e re  h a s  o ften  
been  a g r e a t  d e a l o f  e n t ir e ly  u n n e c e s s a ry  m is tru s t  a n d  m isc o n c e p tio n  
b e tw een  T h e o s o p h is ts  a n d  S p ir i tu a l is ts .  V a r io u s  s p ir itu a lis tic  
o rgans h a v e  f re q u e n tly  a b u s e d  T h e o s o p h y  in  n o  m e a su re d  te rm s , 
and  th e re  is n o  d o u b t th a t  o n  o u r  s id e  a lso  b o th  sp e a k e rs  a n d  w ri
te rs  h a v e  o f te n  re fe r re d  to  S p ir i tu a l is m  w ith  m u c h  sc o rn  b u t  w ith  
li t t le  k n o w le d g e . B u t I  h o p e  th a t  w ith  m o re  k n o w le d g e  each  o f  th e  
o ther, w e s h a ll  co m e  to  re s p e c t o n e  a n o th e r  m o re  a s  w e u n d e rs ta n d  
one a n o th e r  b e t te r ,  fo r  w e h a v e  e a c h  o u r  p a r t  to  fill in  th e  g re a t w o rk  
of th e  fu tu re ,
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T h e o s o p h y  o p p o se s  110 fo rm  o f  fa ith , b u t  r a th e r  a d o p ts  tow ards 
a ll a l ik e  a n  e c le c tic  a t t i tu d e ,  s e le c t in g  f ro m  th e m  a n d  ad v o catin g  
w h a t in  th e m  se e m s  to  b e  g o o d  a n d  tr u e ,  a n d  e x p la in in g  a n d  h ar
m o n iz in g  th e i r  d if fe re n t p r e s e n ta t io n s  o f  th e  g re a t  D iv in e  W isdom  
w h ic h  lie s  a t  th e  b a c k  o f  a l l  o f  th e m  a lik e . W e  h a v e  th e re fo re  no 
q u a r re l  w ith  a n y  r e l ig io n —le a s t  o f  a ll w ith  o n e  m a n y  of whose 
te a c h in g s  so  c lo se ly  re s e m b le  o u r  o w n . I t  w o u ld  in d e e d  b e  foolish 
o f  S p ir i tu a l is ts  a n d  T h e o s o p h is ts  to  q u a r re l ,  fo r  th e y  h a v e  m o re  in 
c o m m o n  w ith  e a c h  o th e r  th a n  e i th e r  o f  th e m  h a s  w ith  a n y  o f the 
o th e r  sh a d e s  o f  o p in io n .

W e  b o th  h o ld  s tr e n u o u s ly  to  th e  g r e a t  c e n tr a l  id e a  o f m a n  as an 
im m o rta l  a n d  e v e r -p ro g re s s iv e  b e i n g ; w e b o th  k n o w  th a t  as is 
h is  life  n o w , so  s h a ll  i t  b e  a f te r  h e  h a s  c a s t  a s id e  th i s  b o d y , w h ich  is 
h is  o n ly  th a t  h e  m a y  le a rn  th r o u g h  i t ; wre b o th  h o ld  th e  F a th e rh o o d  
o f  G o d  a n d  th e  B r o th e rh o o d  o f  M a n  as  fu n d a m e n ta l  te n e ts  ; w e both 
k n o w  t h a t  th e  g a in s  a n d  re w a rd s  o f  th is  w o rld  a re  b u t  as  d ro ss  com 
p a r e d  w ith  th e  g lo r io u s  c e r ta in t ie s  o f  th e  h ig h e r  life  b e y o n d  the 
g ra v e . L e t  u s  s ta n d  s id e  b y  s id e  on  th is  c o m m o n  p la tfo rm , an d  let 
u s  p o s tp o n e  th e  c o n s id e ra t io n  o f  o u r  p o in ts  o f d if fe re n c e  u n til  we 
h a v e  c o n v e r te d  th e  r e s t  o f  th e  w o rld  to  b e l ie f  in  th e s e  p o in ts  upon 
w h ic h  w e a g re e . S u re ly  th a t  is  th e  w ise  p o lic y —s u r e ly  th a t  is 
p la in  c o m m o n -se n se , fo r th e s e  a re  th e  p o in ts  o f  im p o r ta n c e , an d  if 
th e  life  is  l iv e d  in  a c c o rd a n c e  w ith  th e s e  a ll th e  r e s t  w ill follow .

W e h a v e  a  m a g n if ic e n t s y s te m  o f  p h ilo s o p h y  ; o u r  sp ir itu a lis tic  
b r o th e r  d o es  n o t c a re  fo r it .  W e ll, i f  h is  th o u g h t  d o e s  n o t  ru n  along 
th a t  lin e , w e h a v e  a s s u re d ly  n o  w ish  to  fo rce  i t  u p o n  h im . P erhaps 
p re s e n tly  h e  m a y  fee l th e  n e e d  fo r so m e  s u c h  s y s te m  ; i f  h e  does, 
th e n  th e re  i t  is  a ll r e a d y  fo r h is  stud} '. I  b e l ie v e  t h a t  in  d u e  course 
I  sh a ll  r e tu r n  to  l iv e  a g a in  u p o n  th is  e a r th  ; h e r e in  so m e  o f  m y  sp iri
tu a l is t ic  b r o th e r s  a g re e  w ith  m e, a n d  so m e  d o  n o t.  A ll sp ir it is ts  of 
th e  F re n c h  sc h o o l o f  A lla n  K a rd e c  h o ld  th is  d o c tr in e ,  a n d  so  when 
th e y  r e tu r n  a f te r  d e a th  to  se a n c e s  th e y  h a v e  s t i l l  t h e  s a m e  s to ry  to 
te ll .  M o st S p ir i tu a l is ts  in  E n g la n d  a n d  A m e r ic a  do  n o t h o ld  th is 
d o c tr in e , a n d  so  w h e n  th e y  r e tu r n  a f te r  d e a th  th e y  sa y  n o th in g  
a b o u t it, fo r  th e y  h a v e  n o  m e a n s  o f  k n o w in g  a n y  m o re  o n  th e  sub
je c t  th e n  th a n  th e y  h a d  o n  e a r th .  A s  I  e x p la in e d  in  e a r lie r  lec
tu re s ,  i t  is  th e  so u l h im s e lf  in  h is  c a u sa l b o d y  w h o  p a s se s  from  life 
to  life , a n d  h e  h a s  n o  m o re  k n o w le d g e  o r  m e m o ry  o f  th a t  w id e r  ex 
is te n c e  o n  th e  a s tra l  p la n e  th a n  h e  h a d  o n  th e  p h y s ic a l .  S o  h e  re
p e a ts  o n ly  w h a t h e  k n e w  o n  e a r th ,  u n le s s  h e  is  so  fo r tu n a te  as to 
m e e t w ith  so m e  o n e  w h o  is  a b le  to  te a c h  h im  s o m e th in g  of th is 
g r a n d  t r u th —a n  O rie n ta l ,  fo r e x a m p le , o r  a  T h e o s o p h is t .  T h e  cele
b r a te d  m e d iu m , M a d a m e  d ’E s p e ra n c e , l e a r n t  i t  f ro m  o n e  o f  h e r  dead 
f r ie n d s , a s  is  s e t  f o r th  in  h e r  r e m a rk a b le  b o o k , “ S h a d o w la n d .” On 
p .  376 o f  th a t  w o rk  s h e  re m a rk s  :—

“ I t  is  th e  s a m e  life  w h ich , c i r c l in g  fo r  e v e r  a n d  e v e r  th ro u g h  
fo rm  a f te r  fo rm , d w e ll in g  in  th e  ro c k s , th e js a n d , t h e  sea, in  e a c h  blade
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of g ra ss , e a c h  tre e , e a c h  flow er, in  a ll fo rm s  o f  a n im a l e x is te n c e , 
c u lm in a te s  in  m a n ’s in te l l ig e n c e  a n d  p e rc e p tio n . I  co u ld  se e  th a t  
th e  fac t o f  th e  s p i r i t  f irs t ta k in g  on  i ts e lf  th e  fo rm  o f  m a n  d id  n o t 
b r in g  i t  to  i ts  u tm o s t  e a r th ly  p e rfe c tio n , fo r  th e re  w ere  m a n y  d e g re e s  
o f m an . I n  th e  s a v a g e  it  w id e n s  i ts  e x p e r ie n c e  a n d  fin d s  a n ew  field  
■for e d u c a tio n , w h ic h  b e in g  e x h a u s te d ,  a n o th e r  s te p  is  ta k e n  ; a n d  so 
s tep  b y  s te p , in  a n  e v e r  o n w a rd , p ro g re ss iv e , e x p a n s iv e  d ire c tio n  
th e  s p ir i t  d e v e lo p e s , th e  d e c a y  o f  th e  fo rm s  w h ic h  th e  s p ir i t  em p lo y s  
b e in g  o n ly  th e  e v id e n c e  th a t  th e j r h a v e  fu lfilled  th e i r  m is s io n , 
and  s e rv e d  th e  p u rp o se  fo r w h ic h  th e y  w ere  u se d . T h e y  r e tu rn  to  
th e ir  o r ig in a l  e le m e n ts , to  b e  u se d  a g a in  a n d  a g a in  as a  m e a n s  w h e re 
by th e  s p i r i t  c a n  m a n ife s t its e lf , a n d  o b ta in  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t i t  
re q u ire s .”

S o m e tim e s , to o , f ra g m e n ts  o f  e v id e n c e  o f  re in c a rn a t io n  tu r n  up  
u n e x p e c te d ly  in  s p ir i tu a l is t ic  c irc les . I  re m e m b e r  th a t  a  c u r io u s  
p iece  o f  e v id e n c e  on  th e  su b je c t  w as p u b lis h e d  in  T h e  P r o g r e s s iv e  

T h i n k e r  a s  r e c e n t ly  as  D e c e m b e r  13th la s t, a  ca se  in  N ew  M exico 
b e in g  d e s c r ib e d . S o  th e re  a re  c e r ta in ly  so m e  S p ir i tu a l is ts  w ho a d 
m it th e  p o s s ib il i ty  o f  re in c a rn a t io n  ; b u t  a f te r  a ll, w h y  n ee d  w e d is 
cuss i t  ? T o  u s  th is  d o c tr in e  is  a  v e ry  lu m in o u s  a n d  h e lp fu l one , 
b ec au se  i t  s e e m s  to  e x p la in  so  m u c h  fo r w h ic h  o th e rw ise  th e re  is 
no  so lu tio n  ; b u t  i f  a n o th e r  m a n  d o es  n o t y e t  feel th e  n e e d  of it ,  i t  
is no  p a r t  o f  o u r  p o lic y  to  t r y  to  fo rc e  it  u p o n  h im . W e  h o ld  c o n 
tin u e d  p ro g re s s  a f te r  d e a th  b y  m e a n s  o f  o th e r  liv e s  u p o n  th is  e a r th  
a f te r  th e  life  on  o th e r  p la n e s  is  o v e r ; th e  S p ir i tu a l is t  p re fe rs  th e  id e a  
o f p a s s in g  on  to o th e r  a n d  h ig h e r  sp h e re s  a l to g e th e r . W e b o th  ag re e  
th a t  th e r e  is  a p ro g re s s  h e re a f te r  ; le t  u s  liv e  so  a s  to  m a k e  th e  b e s t 
u se  o f  th is  e x is te n c e  a s  a p r e p a ra t io n  fo r  th a t  life  o f  p ro g re ss , fo r i f  
w e do  th a t  w e sh a ll  s u re ly  co m e  o u t su c ce ssfu lly , w h ic h e v e r  o f  us 
is r ig h t  a s  to  th e  p la c e  o f  o u r  fu tu re  m e e tin g . W h e n  all th e  w o rld  
is l iv in g  i ts  h ig h e s t  in  th e  p r e p a ra tio n  fo r th a t  life, i t  w ill b e  tim e  
e n o u g h  to  b e g in  to  a rg u e  as  to  w h ere  it  w ill b e  liv ed . M e an tim e  w e 
m ay  v e ry  w ell e a c h  r e ta in  o u r  ow n  o p in io n s  u p o n  th is  p o in t,  fo r 
th e re  is a s s u re d ly  ro o m  e n o u g h  a n d  w o rk  e n o u g h  in  th e  w o rld  for 
u s  b o th . T h e  C a th o lic  C h u rc h  a n d  th e  S a lv a tio n  A rm y  a re  b o th  
se c tio n s  o f  C h r is t ia n i ty ,  y e t  th e y  ap p e a l to  w id e ly  d iffe re n t ty p e s  o f  
p eo p le , a n d  th o s e  w h o  a re  a t t r a c te d  b y  o n e  o f  th e m  w ou ld  h a v e  b een  
v e ry  u n lik e ly  to  co m e to  th e  o th e r . So ea ch  h a s  i ts  p la ce  a n d  i ts  w o rk  
to  do for th e  b ro a d  id e a  of C h r is t ia n i ty . In  th e  sa m e  w ay  it  seem s to  m e 
th a t  T h e o s o p h y  a n d  S p ir i tu a l is m  h a v e  ea ch  th e i r  c l i e n t e l e ; th o se  w h o  
s tu d y  th e  p h ilo s o p h y  w h ich  w e s e t  b e fo re  th e m  w o u ld  n e v e r  h a v e  
b ee n  s a tis f ie d  w ith  th e  tr a n c e - s p e a k in g  a n d  th e  c o n s ta n t ly  re p e a te d  
p h e n o m e n a  o f  th e  s p ir itu a lis tic  s e a n c e ; th o se  w h o  d e s ire  su c h  
p h e n o m e n a , a n d  th o s e  w ho  y e a rn  a f te r  w h a t go o d  o ld  D r. D ee 
u se d  to  c a ll “ se rm o n -s tu ffe ,” w o u ld  n e v e r  h av e  b ee n  h a p p y  w ith  us* 
w h ile  th e y  fin d  e x a c t ly  w h a t th e y  w a n t in  S p ir i tu a lism .

I t  h a s  a lw a y s  se em e d  to  m e  th a t  o u r  sp ir i tu a lis t ic  f r ie n d s  o u g h t
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to  w e lc o m e  th e  T h e o s o p h ic a l  s y s te m , fo r  m u c h  o f  th e  d ifficu lty  
w h ic h  th e y  f in d  in  o b ta in in g  a c c e p ta n c e  fo r  th e i r  p h e n o m e n a  arises 
from  th e  b e l ie f  th a t  th e i r  c la im s  a re  in  o p p o s it io n  to  sc ien c e , and  
n o t in  h a rm o n y  w ith  a n y  re a s o n a b le  s c h e m e . T h is  id e a  is an 
e n t ir e ly  m is ta k e n  o n e , y e t  S p ir i tu a l is m  d o e s  l i t t le  to  d isp e l i t ; i t  c o n t in 
u e s  (q u ite  r ig h t ly )  to  in s i s t  u p o n  i t s  p h e n o m e n a  a n d  i ts  fac ts , b u t 
d o es  n o t  u s u a lly  a t te m p t  to  h a rm o n iz e  th e m  w ith  sc ie n c e . T h e re  
is, i t  se e m s  to  m e , r a th e r  a  te n d e n c y  to  c ry  “ H o w  w o n d e r fu l ! how  
b e a u t i f u l ! ” a n d  to  b e  lo s t in  a d m ira tio n  a n d  aw e , in s te a d  o f  re a liz in g  
h o w  e n t ire ly  n a tu ra l  i t  all is, a n d  m o re  b e a u t if u l  b e c a u s e  i t  is  so 
n a tu ra l .  N o w  th e  T h e o s o p h ic a l  te a c h in g  b r in g s  a ll th i s  in to  line  
w ith  sc ie n tif ic  fac t, a n d  o ffe rs  e x p l a n a t io n s  w h ic h , e v e n  th o u g h  
th e y  m a y  n o t  y e t  b e  g e n e ra l ly  a c c e p te d  b y  s c ie n t if ic  m e n , c a n n o t 
a t  a n y  r a te  b e  th r o w n  a s id e  a s  im p ro b a b le  o r  u n re a s o n a b le .  W h e n  
w e a re  fa m ilia r  w ith  th e  id e a  o f  th e  p la n e s  o f  n a tu re ,  a n d  th e  e x is te n c e  
o f  m a n y  v a r ie t ie s  o f  m o re  f in e ly  s u b -d iv id e d  m a t te r ,  w ith  th e ir  
a p p r o p r ia te  fo rc es  p la y in g  th r o u g h  th e m , th e  w ay  is  a t  o n c e  o p en e d  
to  a  c o m p re h e n s io n  o f  m a n y  o f  th e  p h e n o m e n a  o f  th e  se an c e -ro o m . 
W h e n  w e  f u r th e r  co m e  to  u n d e r s ta n d  th e  p o s s e s s io n  b y  m a n  of 
v e h ic le s  c o r re s p o n d in g  to  e a c h  o f  th e s e  p la n e s ,  in  e a c h  o f  w h ic h  he 
h a s  n e w  a n d  e x te n d e d  p o w e rs , m u c h  t h a t  w a s  b e fo re  d if f ic u lt b e
c o m e s  c le a r  as  n o o n -d a y .

M a n y  p e o p le  w o u ld  sa y  t h a t  b e fo re  w e e n d e a v o u r  to  a c c o u n t 
fo r  th e  s p ir i tu a l is t ic  p h e n o m e n a  w e o u g h t  f ir s t  to  b e  c e r ta in  th a t  
th e re  is  a n y  th in g  fo r w h ic h  to  a c c o u n t—th a t  re a l  p h e n o m e n a  
e v e r  ta k e  p la c e . I f  a n y  a m o n g  m y  a u d ie n c e  a re  n o t  y e t  d ec id e d  
u p o n  th a t  p o in t, I  c a n  o ffer th e m  m y  p e r s o n a l  te s t im o n y  in  th e  
m a tte r .  I  s p e n t  so m e  y e a rs  in  th e  in v e s t ig a t io n  o f  S p ir i tu a l is m  
befo re  th e  T h e o s o p h ic a l  S o c ie ty  ca m e  in to  e x is te n c e  ; I  w en t 
th o r o u g h ly  in to  th e  th in g  w ith  th e  d e te r m in a t io n  to  kn o w  
w h e th e r  th e  c la im s  m a d e  w e re  tru e ,  a n d  w ffiether th e  p h e n o m e n a  
d id  ta k e  p la c e  ; a n d  I  a m  b o u n d  to  b e a r  te s t im o n y  to  th e  fac t th a t  
th e y  m o s t u n d o u b te d ly  do  h a p p e n . I  s u p p o s e  th a t  in  a ll th e  
s p ir i tu a l is t ic  l i t e r a tu r e —a n d  i t  is  a  v e ry  v o lu m in o u s  l i t e r a tu r e — y o u  
w ill h a r d ly  r e a d  o f  a n y  s in g le  p h e n o m e n o n  w h ic h  I  h a v e  n o t  seen  
u n d e r  te s t  c o n d i t io n s  o n c e  o r  tw ic e  a t  le a s t ,  a n d  m o s t o f  th e m  sco res 
o f  tim e s . I  h a d  n o  p re -c o n c e iv e d  o p in io n s , a n d  n a tu ra l ly  I  to o k  p re 
c a u tio n s  to  e l im in a te  o rd in a ry  p o s s ib il i t ie s  o f  f ra u d . I  d id  no t, 
h o w e v e r, m a k e  w h a t se e m s  to  m e  th e  v e ry  s e r io u s  m is ta k e  o f 
e n te r in g  u p o n  th e  e n q u iry  w ith  th e  f ix e d  c o n v ic tio n  th a t  e v e ry b o d y  
w as c o n s p ir in g  to  d e c e iv e  m e . M a n y  p e r s o n s  do  th is ,  a n d  w ith  
so m e  id e a  th a t  th e y  c a n  o b v ia te  a  r e s u l t  so  h u m b lin g  to  th e i r  se lf- 
c o n c e it, th e y  e n d e a v o u r  to  in v e n t  a ll k in d s  o f  c o m p lic a te d  c o n tr i
v a n c e s  w h ic h  th e y  th in k  w ill r e n d e r  f ra u d  im p o s s ib le . I t  is q u ite  
t r u e  th a t  in  m a n y  ca se s  p h e n o m e n a  do  n o t ta k e  p la c e  u n d e r  th e  
c o n d itio n s  w h ic h  th e y  p re s c r ib e , fo r n a tu r a l ly  th e  d e a d  m a n  is  n o t 
e sp e c ia lly  d isp o s e d  to  g o  o u t o f  h is  w ay  to  ta k e  a g r e a t  d e a l o f
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trouble fo r a  p e r s o n  w h o  m e e ts  h im  fro m  th e  b e g in n in g  w ith  
unfounded s u s p ic io n  e x p re s s e d  in  te rm s  o f  e g re g io u s  se lf-c o n fid e n ce . 
Very o ften , a lso , th e  c o n d it io n s  p re sc r ib e d  b y  th e  ig n o ra m u s  a re  
really su c h  as  to  r e n d e r  p h e n o m e n a  im p o ss ib le , a n d  th e n  h e  b u b b le s  
over w ith  b la ta n t  v a n ity , r e jo ic in g  th a t  h e  h a s  p re v e n te d  d ec e it.

In  ju s t  th e  s a m e  w ay , a  m a n  m ig h t  e a s ily  r e n d e r  e le c tr ic a l 
ex p e rim en ts  im p o s s ib le , i f  h e  c h o se  to  re g a rd  th e  in s u la t in g  a r r a n g e 
m ents as su sp ic io u s , a n d  in s is te d  u p o n  se e in g  th e  sa m e  re s u lts  
produced  w h e n  th e  w ire s  w ere  u n in s u la te d  ; a n d  th e n ,  w h e n  i t  w as 
exp lained  to  h im  th a t  in s u la t io n  w as a  n e c e s sa ry  c o n d itio n , h e  
m igh t ra ise  th e  s a m e  o ld  p a r ro t-c ry  o f  fra u d , a n d  d e c la re  th a t  th e se  
p re ten d ed  e le c tr ic a l  m a rv e ls  c o u ld  n e v e r  be w o rk e d  u n d e r  h i s  

cond itions ! T h a t  w o u ld  n o t b e  in  th e  le a s t m o re  s il ly  th a n  th e  
action o f  a  m a n  w h o  b r in g s  h is  e n q u iry  in to  a sc ie n c e  o f  w h ic h  h e  
know s n o th in g , b y  p re s c r ib in g  th e  c o n d itio n s  u n d e r  w h ic h  its  
resu lts m u s t b e  a t ta in e d  in  o rd e r  to  s a tis fy  h im . I n  all o th e r  
b ranches o f  re s e a rc h  w e k n o w  th a t  i t  is n e c e s sa ry  to  s tu d y  n a tu re  
p a tien tly  in  o rd e r  to  d is c o v e r  th e  n e c e s sa ry  c o n d itio n s  for an y  
ex p e rim en t ; b u t  in  c o n n e c t io n  w ith  th e s e  in v e s tig a tio n s  so few 
people show  a n y  re a so n  o r  co m m o n -sen se .

I  have m y se lf  a lw a y s  a d o p te d  th e  p la n  o f  g iv in g  th e  d e a d  m an  
credit fo r h o n e s t  in te n tio n  u n t i l  I  saw  e v id e n c e  to  th e  c o n tra ry  ; I  
have a llo w ed  h im  to  a r ra n g e  h is  o w n  c o n d itio n s , a n d  to  sh o w  
exactly  w h a t h e  c h o se , e n d e a v o u r in g  f ir s t  o f  a l l  to  e s ta b l is h  f r ie n d ly  
re la tio n s ; a n d  I  h a v e  iu v a r ib ly  fo u n d  th a t  a s  so o n  a s  h e  g a in e d  
confidence in  m e , h e  -would v e ry  g la d ly  d e s c r ib e  th e  l im its  o f  p o w e r , 
as far as h e  k n e w  th e m , a n d  w o u ld  v e ry  o f te n  h im s e lf  s u g g e s t  te s ts  
of various k in d s  to  sh o w  to  o th e rs  th e  g e n u in e n e s s  o f  th e  p h e n o m 
ena. I t  is  n o t  d ifficu lt, in  a  c o n n e c te d  se rie s  o f  e x p e r im e n ts , to  try  
te s t a f te r  te s t, a n d  e l im in a te  o n e  b y  o n e  th e  p o ss ib le  th e o r ie s  o f  d ec e it, 
especially  w h e n  th e  p ro c e e d in g s  ta k e  p la c e  in  o n e ’s  ow n  h o u se , as  
m y se an c es  u s u a lly  d id . I  k n o w  v e ry  w ell th a t  so m e  o f  th e  
p h en o m en a  c a n  b e  im ita te d  ; I  h a v e  s e e n  th e m  im ita te d  o n  
a fio n d o n  s ta g e . B u t I  a lso  k n o w  th a t  a n  im m e n se  m a ss  o f  
com plica ted  m a c h in e ry  is  co n c ea le d  u n d e r  th a t  s ta g e , a n d  th a t  
the  p h e n o m e n a  c a n  b e  im i ta te d  u n d e r  th o s e  c o n d itio n s  on ly , 
and n o t in  th e  le a s t  u n d e r  th e  c o n d itio n s  u n d e r  w h ic h  I  h a v e  
again  a n d  a g a in  se en  th e m  a t  th e  se an c e . A tte m p ts  h a v e  
been m a d e  to  c h e a t  m e  o n  s e v e ra l o cc as io n s , a n d  w h e n  I  saw  
th is  to  b e  th e  a c tio n  o f th e  m e d iu m  I  s im p ly  h e ld  m y  peace , b u t 
tro u b led  th a t  m e d iu m  n o  fu r th e r ,  a n d  to o k  m y  cu s to m  e lsew h ere . 
On th e  o th e r  h a n d , I  h a v e  a lso  se e n  ca se s  o f  d e c e it  in  w h ic h  I  fe lt 
conv inced  th a t  th e  m e d iu m ’s in te n t io n s  w ere  p e r fe c tly  h o n e s t, a n d  
th a t th e  d e c e p tio n  lay  e n t ire ly  w ith  th e  u n se e n  a c to r s  in  th e  
dram a.

Another favourite theory ot the sceptic is that none of these 
5
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p h e n o m e n a  r e a l ly  o c c u r , b u t  t h a t  th o s e  w h o  s ta te  th a t  th e y  see them, 
w h e n  n o t  in te n t io n a l ly  ly in g , a r e  u n d e r  th e  in f lu e n c e  o f  mesmeric 
su g g e s tio n . N o w  a n y  o n e  w h o  k n o w s  a n y th in g  a t  a ll abou t mes
m e rism  a n d  i ts  p o s s ib il i t ie s  is  a w a re  th a t  i t  w o u ld  b e  q u ite  beyond 
th e  re s o u rc e s  o f  th e  a r t  as  k n o w n  to  u s  in  th e  O c c id e n ta l world to 
th ro w  s im u lta n e o u s ly  in to  a  t r a n c e  a  la rg e  n u m b e r  o f  p eo p le , with
o u t  a  g r e a t  d e a l o f  p r e p a ra to ry  w o rk  w i th  e a c h  in d iv id u a l .  There 
is  a n  o rd e r  o f  m a g ic  p ra c t is e d  in  th e  E a s t  w h ic h  m a y  perhaps 
p ro d u c e  su c h  a  r e s u l t  fo r a  l im ite d  n u m b e r  of p e rso n s , a n d  for a short 
t im e  o n ly . B u t n o th in g  e x is ts  o n  a t  a ll th e  sc a le  w h ic h  would be 
n ecessa ry ' to  im a g in e  if  w e a re  to  s u p p o s e  th a t  a ll th e  phenomena 
se en  a t  th o u s a n d s  o f  s e a n c e s  a ll o v e r  t h e  w o rld  a re  p ro d u c e d  in  such 
a w ay . I n  in v e s t ig a t io n s  o f  th is  n a tu r e  e v e ry  m a n  se em s to  sup
p o se  h im s e lf  sp ec ia lly ' e n d o w e d  by' p ro v id e n c e  w ith  a c u m e n  superior 
to  ev e ry b o d y ' e lse , a n d  w h e n  h e  h e a r s  o f  a n y th in g  w onderfu l he 
se e m s  to  fee l t h a t  if  o n ly  h e  h a d  b e e n  th e re  h e  w o u ld  a t  once have 
s e e n  th r o u g h  th e  d e c e p t io n —n o t  a p p e a r in g  to  re a liz e  th a t  h is  un
t r a in e d  o b s e rv a tio n  w o u ld  b e  m u c h  m o re  easily ' m is le d  th a t  that of 
a  m a n  w h o  h a s  h a d  y e a rs  o f e x p e r ie n c e  in  s u c h  m a tte r s .

B y  th e  l ig h t  o f  th e o s o p h ic a l  k n o w le d g e  o f  th e  a s tra l  p lane and 
i t s  p o s s ib il i t ie s  w e f in d  i t  e a sy  to  a r r a n g e  th e  p h e n o m e n a  of the 
se a n c e -ro o m  in to  c la sse s . T h e  s im p le s t  d iv is io n  is  p e rh a p s  that 
m a d e  a c c o r d in g  to  th e  p o w e rs  e m p lo y e d  in  th e i r  p ro d u c tio n , and in 
th is  w a y  th e y  fa ll rea d ily ' in to  fiv e  p r in c ip a l  d iv is io n s .

1. T h o s e  w h ic h  in v o lv e  s im p ly  th e  u se  o f th e  m e d iu m ’s body 
b y  so m e  o n e  e lse , e i th e r  l iv in g  o r  d e a d .

2. T h o s e  w h ic h  a re  d e p e n d e n t  u p o n  th e  p o s se ss io n  o f  ordinary 
a s tra l  fa c u ltie s  o f  s ig h t  a n d  h e a r in g ,  & c.

3. T h o s e  w h ic h  in v o lv e  p a r t ia l  m a te r ia l iz a t io n —n o t usually 
c a r r ie d  to  th e  p o in t  o f  v is ib ili ty .

4. T h o s e  m is c e lla n e o u s  a c t iv i t ie s  w h ic h  d e m a n d  a som ewhat 
g r e a te r  k n o w le d g e  o f  th e  law s o f  a s tra l  p h y s ic s , a n d  so a re  n o t with
in  th e  re a c h  o f  a ll.

5. V is ib le  m a te r ia l iz a tio n .

I n  d e a l in g  w ith  th e  f irs t  c lass , w e m u s t  f irs t o f  a ll d e fin e  w hat a 
m e d iu m  is. T h e r e  is  a  te n d e n c y  to  t h i n k  o f  h im  a s  a m an of 
sp e c ia l d e v e lo p m e n t, p o sse sse d  o f  so m e  s u p e rh u m a n  fa c u lty  which 
e n a b le s  h im  to  c o m m u n e  w ith  th e  d e a d . B u t y 'ou w ill o b se rv e  that 
h e  d o e s  n o t  in  r e a l i ty  p o sse ss  o r  e x e r c is e  a  fa c u lty  a t  a ll. The 
c la irv o y a n t w h o  c a n  lo o k  o u t a n d  s e e  w h a t h e  w’ish e s  m a y  be said 
to  b e  e x e rc is in g  a  fa c u lty  ; b u t  th e  m e d iu m  is  s im p ly  p a s s iv e ; it is 
n o t  th a t  h e  does s o m e th in g , b u t  t h a t  h e  a llo w s  s o m e th in g  to  be 
d o n e . I  h a v e  s p o k e n  o f te n  o f  th e  v a r io u s  p r in c ip le s  o f  m an , and 
h o w  i t  is  p o ss ib le  fo r th e m  to  b e js e p a ra te d  in  t r a n c e  o r  sleep, or 
u n d e r  o th e r  le s s  n o rm a l c o n d itio n s , F ro m  th e  th e o so p h ic a l stand-
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point we sh o u ld  sa y  th a t  a  m e d iu m  w as a m a n  w h o se  p r in c ip le s  
were v e ry  re a d ily  s e p a ra b le — o n e  w h o  w as  th e re fo re  ab le  a n d  w ill
ing to  le n d  th e m  to  o th e rs  to  a  c e r ta in  l im ite d  e x te n t .  T h e  e tlie r ic  
m atter w ith in  h is  b o d y  c a n  v e ry  e a s ily  b e  d ra w n  o u t fro m  it, a n d  
often m u c h  o f  th e  d e n s e  m a tte r  a lso , im p o ss ib le  as  th a t  se e m s to  o n e  
who has n o t  se e n  i t  o c c u r . A lso , h e  ca n  v e ry  rea d ily  b e  th ro w n  in to  
a trance  a n d  fo rc e d  o u t o f  h is  p h y s ic a l bod y , w h ich  is th e n  a t  th e  d is 
posal o f an y  o th e r  e n t i ty  w ho  w ish e s  to  u se  it  fo r h is  ow n  p u rp o se s . 
W hat o th e r  e n t i t ie s ,  y o u  w ill say , w ill w ish  to  u se  it,  a n d  w h y  ? 
O ur sp ir i tu a lis t ic  f r ie n d s  w ill te ll  u s  th a t  “ th e  sp ir i ts  ” m a n a g e  a ll 
these m a tte rs . I  k n o w  th a t  th a t  p h ra s e  is  u n iv e rsa lly  em ployed»  
yet I  th in k  i t  is  a  p i ty  th a t  i t  sh o u ld  be , b e c a u se  i t  so m e w h a t c lo u d s  
the q u es tio n  a t  issu e , a n d  im p o r ts  a n  u n n a tu ra l  e le m e n t in to  o u r  
co n sid era tio n  o f  th e  su b je c t .

O f co u rse  th e  e n t i ty  w h o  sp e a k s  to  u s  a t  a se a n c e  m u s t b e  a  
sp irit, fo r a ll life  is  s p i r i t ; th e  w o rd  m e a n s  s im p ly  b re a th — th e  
B reath  o f  G o d . B u t h e  is  n o  m o re  a  s p i r i t  th a n  I  am , a n d  n o  less, 
though  I  h a v e  th e  a d v a n ta g e  ( if  i t  is  an  a d v a n ta g e )  o f  a n  a d d i
tional v e h ic le — th e  p h y s ic a l  b o d y . I  w o u ld  r a th e r  ca ll o u r  frie n d s  
who sp e ak  to  u s  fro m  th e  a s tra l  w o rld  j u s t  m e n  a n d  w o m en  s t i l l ; 
the o th e r  n a m e  c a s ts  a  g la m o u r  o f  u n re a l i ty  o v e r o u r  re la tio n s  
w ith  th e m , a n d  o b sc u re s  th e  g re a t,  p la in , p ro m in e n t  fac t u p o n  
w hich it  is  so  n e c e s s a ry  to  in s is t—th e  fac t th a t  d e a th  m a k e s  n o  
real ch a n g e  in  th e  m a n , b u t  th a t  h e  is  e x a c t ly  th e  sa m e  a f te r  i t  
as before, a n d  n o t in s ta n ta n e o u s ly  a n y  w ise r  o r  a n y  b e t te r  th a n  
w hen h e  le f t  th e  p h y s ic a l  life. I f  w e c le a r ly  u n d e r s ta n d  th a t ,  
we sh a ll a lso  se e  t h a t  th e  a d v ic e  o f  th e  dead  m u s t n o t  b e  re c e iv e d  
w ith a w e -s tru c k  re v e re n c e  as  th e  d ic tu m  o f  a n  in sp ire d  g o sp e l, b u t  
m ust be a c c e p te d  o r  re je c te d  o n  g ro u n d s  o f  rea so n  a n d  co m m o n - 
sense, j u s t  e x a c t ly  a s  th e  ad v ic e  o f  th e  liv in g  is. I t  se em s to  m e 
th a t to  ca ll th e m  “  s p i r i t s ” re m o v e s  th e m  fa r th e r  from  u s, th ro w s  a 
m ystery  ro u n d  th e m , g iv e s  th e m  u n d u e  im p o rta n c e , a n d  so  m a k e s  
the  w ho le  in te rc o u r s e  w ith  th e m  le ss  s im p le  a n d  n a tu ra l  th a n  i t  
shou ld  be. Iye t  u s  th in k  o f  th e m  r a th e r  a s  m e n  a n d  w o m en , s ta n d 
ing side  b y  s id e  w ith  u s  s ti l l ,  a n d  j u s t  a s  t r u ly  l iv in g  as  w e a re , 
th o u g h  th e y  h a v e  p u t  o ff  fo r th e  tim e  th e  p h y s ic a l v es tu re .

W e  m u s t n o t, h o w ev e r, in v a r ia b ly  a s su m e  th a t  th e  d ea d  m a n  is  
all th a t  h e  r e p re s e n ts  h im s e lf  to  be. I n  th e  m a jo r ity  o f  cases h e  g iv e s  
h is n am e h o n e s tly  e n o u g h , b u t  so m e tim e s  h e  m a sq u e ra d e s  u n d e r  a  
h ig h -so u n d in g  t i t le ,  a p p a re n tly  m e re ly  fo r th e  p le a su re  o f  s t r u t t in g  
even fo r a  few  m in u te s  in  su c h  b o rro w e d  p lu m e s , a n d  e n jo y in g  for 
one e v e n in g  a t  a n y  ra te  th e  re s p e c t d u e  to  a  w e ll-k n o w n  n am e . 
W h e n ev e r y o u  f in d  so m e b o d y  p o s in g  as  J u l iu s  G e s a r  o r  G eo rg e  
W a sh in g to n , o r  S h a k e s p e a re  o r  C h a rle m a g n e , you  m a y  a t  o n ce  be 
ab so lu te ly  c e r ta in  th a t  y o u  a re  d e a lin g  w ith  a case o f  p e rso n a tio n . 
N one  o f  th e s e  g re a t  p e o p le  co u ld  p o ss ib ly  b e  w ith in  re a c h  o f  th e  
physical p la n e  a f te r  so  m a n y  y ea rs . E v e n  a low  a n d  u n d ev e lo p e d
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p e r s o n  w o u ld  h a v e  r e a c h e d  th e  h e a v e u -w o r ld  in  fa r le ss  tim e than 
h a s  e la p s e d  s in c e  th e  d e a th  o f  e v e n  th e  la te s t  o f  th e se , w hile  men 
su c h  as  th e y  c o u ld  h a v e  h a d  o n ly  a v e ry  s h o r t  a s tra l  life , an d  must 
h a v e  e n te r e d  h e a v e n  v e ry  so o n  a f te r  th e i r  d e p a r tu r e  fro m  th is  eartli- 
life . A ny  d e a d  m a n , th e re fo re ,  w h o  c a n n o t  r e s is t  th e  te m p ta tio n  to 
c h o o se  su c h  a n a m e  as  th is  b e t r a y s  h im s e lf  as  a n  im p o s to r  in  the  very 
a c t  o f  d o in g  so . H e  m a y  n o t  b e  sp e c ia l ly  e v il  in  a n y  w ay , o r have 
a n y  w ic k e d  in te n t .  T h e r e  a re  p le n ty  o f  p e o p le  o n  th e  physical 
p la n e  w h o  w o u ld  h a v e  n o  o b je c tio n  to  p la y in g  th e  p a r t  o f  a hero  for 
a  tim e , a n d  r e c e iv in g  a d u la t io n  n o t  e x a c t ly  m e a n t  fo r  th e m . Such 
p e o p le  do  n o t  c h a n g e  th e i r  n a tu re s  w h e n  th e y  d ie  ; a n d  th e y  have 
th e n  th is  a d d i t io n a l  te m p ta t io n  to  th e i r  m a s q u e ra d in g , th a t  they  are 
n o  lo n g e r  c e r ta in  o f  in s t a n t  e x p o s u re , a s  th e y  w o u ld  h av e  been if 
th e y  h a d  m a d e  s u c h  p r e te n s e s  o n  th is  lo w e r  p la n e . O n  th e  contrary, 
m a n y  ig n o r a n t  p e r s o n s  a re  q u i te  r e a d y  to  b e lie v e  in  s u c h  a n  assump
t io n ,  a n d  to  b o a s t  o f  th e i r  o w n  in t im a c y  w ith  o n e  o f  th e  g rea t ones 
o f  th e  e a r th .  N o  o n e  w h o  h a s  re a lly  s tu d ie d  th e  s u b je c t  would be 
d e c e iv e d  fo r  a n  in s t a n t  b y  s u c h  p r e te n s io n s  a s  th e s e  ; b u t  th e  case is 
d if fe re n t w h e n  so m e  o n e , fo r h is  o w n  p u rp o s e s ,  ta k e s  th e  nam e or 
a p p e a ra n c e  o f  a  m a n  w h o  h a s  r e c e n t ly  d ie d . S in c e  th e  real man 
m ig h t  in  s u c h  a  c a se  v e ry  e a s ily  b e  th e re ,  a  p e r s o n a t io n  o f  th is  sort 
w ill h a v e  m u c h  g r e a te r  c h a n c e  o f  su c ce ss , a n d  th e re  is n o  dou b t that 
i t  d o es  so m e tim e s  ta k e  p la ce . T h e  d e a d  m a n  w h o  d o es  su c h  a thing 
is  o f te n  a c tu a te d  b y  th e  b e s t o f  m o tiv e s , b u t  o f  c o u rse  th e  a c t remains 
a  d e c e p tio n  n e v e r th e le s s .  H e  m a y  b e  s im p ly  e n d e a v o u r in g  to com
fo rt s u r v iv in g  r e la t io n s  b y  ta k in g  th e  p la c e  o f o n e  w h o  does n o t care 
su ffic ie n tly , o r  p e r h a p s  is  a s h a m e d  to  co m e. S o m e tim e s  one man 
w ill p e r s o n a te  a n o th e r  w h o  h a s  a l re a d y  p a s s e d  o n  to  th e  heaven- 
w o rld  a n d  so  is  o u t  o f  re a c h , in  o r d e r  t h a t  h is  f r ie n d s  o n  e a r th  may 
n o t  fee l th e m s e lv e s  n e g le c te d  o r  a b a n d o n e d . I t  is  n o t  necessary  for 
u s  to  a d o p t a  c o n d e m n a to ry ' a t t i tu d e  to w a rd s  th o s e  w h o  ta k e  such 
a c tio n  ; w e  s im p ly  n o te  th e  fac ts , so  th a t  w e  m a y  b e  o n  o u r  guard, 
a n d  m a y  a v o id  u n d u e  c re d u lity . I*et u s  b e a r  th i s  p o s s ib ili ty  in  mind 
w h ile  s tu d y in g  o u r  v a r io u s  c la s se s  o f  p h e n o m e n a .

O u r  f irs t  c la ss  c o n s is te d  o f  r e s u l t s  p ro d u c e d  by' th e  u se  o f  th e  me
d iu m ’s bod y . I t  se em s o b v io u s  t h a t  th e  e a s ie s t c o u rse  fo r a dead  man 
w h o  w ish e s  to  c o m m u n ic a te  w ith  th e  p h y s ic a l  p la n e  is  to  u til iz e  a phy
s ic a l b o d y , i f  h e  is  a b le  to  f in d  o n e  w h ic h  i t  is  w ith in  h is  p o w e r to  m an
ag e . T h is  m e th o d  d o es  n o t  in v o lv e  th e  le a r n in g  o f  u n fa m ilia r  and 
d if f ic u lt p ro c e sse s  a s  m a te r ia l iz a tio n  d o e s ; h e  sim p ly ' e n te rs  the 
b o d y  p ro v id e d  fo r  h im  a n d  u s e s  i t  p re c is e ly  as  h e  w as in  th e  h ab it of 

.u s in g  h is  o w n . O n e  o f  th e  c h a r a c te r is t ic s  o f  a m e d iu m  is  th a t  his 
p r in c ip le s  a re  r e a d ily  s e p a ra b le , a n d  th e re fo re  h e  is  a b le  a n d  usually 
w il l in g  th u s  to  y ie ld  u p  h is  b o d y  fo r  th e  te m p o r a r y  u se  o f  another 
w h e n  re q u ire d . S u c h  r e s ig n a t io n  o f  h i s  v e h ic le s  m a y  b e  either 
p a r t ia l  o r  t o t a l ; t h a t  is  to  say , th e  m e d iu m  m a y  re ta in  h is  conscious
n e s s  a s  u su a l, a n d  y e t  p e r m i t  h is  h a n d  to  b e  e m p lo y ed  by
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another for the purposes of automatic writing ; or iu some cases his 
vocal organs may also be employed by another while he is still in 
possession of his body, and understands fully what is being said. 
On the other hand he may retire from his body just as he would do 
iu deep sleep, allowing the dead man to enter and make the fullest 
possible use of the deserted tenement. Iu this latter case the 
medium himself is quite unconscious of all that is said or done ; or at 
least, if he is able to observe to some extent by means of his astral 
senses, he does not usually retain any recollection of it when he 
resumes control of his physical brain.

A certain type of Spiritualism— one which has a very large 
number of adherents— is almost entirely occupied with this phase of 
mediumship. There are many groups to whom Spiritualism is 
simply their religion, and they attend a Sunday evening meeting 
and listen to a trance address just as people of other demouiuations 
go to church and hear a sermon. Nor does the average trance ad
dress in any way differ from the average sermon in intellectual 
ability ; its tone is commonly vaguer, but somewhat more charitable ; 
but its exhortations follow the same general lines. Broadly speak
ing, there is never anything new iu either of them, and they both 
continue to us the advice which our copy-book headings used to 
give us at school.— “ Be good and you will be happy,” “ Evil com
munications corrupt good manners,” and so on. But the reason that 
these maxims are eternally repeated is simply that they are eter
nally true ; and if people who pay no attention to them when they 
find them iu a copy-book will believe them and act upon them 
when they are spoken by a dead man or rapped out through a table, 
then it is emphatically well that they should have their pabulum in 
the form in which they can assimilate it.

Trance speaking of the ordinary type is naturally less convin
cing as a phenomenon than many others, for it is undeniable that a 
very slight acquaintance with the histrionic art would enable a 
person of average intelligence to simulate the trance condition 
and deliver a mediocre sermon. I have heard some cases in which 
the chañare of voice and manner was so entire as to be of itself 
convincing ; I have seen cases where speech iu a language unknown 
to the medium, or reference to matters entirely outside his know
ledge, assured one of the genuineness of the phenomenon. But on 
the other hand I have heard many a trance address iu which all the 
vulgarities, the solecisms in grammar and the hideous mispronun
ciations of an illiterate medium were so closely reproduced that it 
was very difficult indeed to believe that the man was not shamming. 
Such cases as this last have no evidential value, yet even in them I 
have learnt that it is well to be charitable, and to allow the medium 
as far as possible the benefit of a doubt ; for I know, first, that a 
medium attracts round him dead men of |his own type, not differing 
much from his level of advancement or culture ; and secondly, that
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any communication which comes through a medium is inevitably 
colored to a very large extent by that medium’s personality, and 
might very easily be expressed in his style and by means of such 
language as he would normally use.

The same remarks will apply in the case of automatic writing. 
Sometimes the dead man will control the medium’s organism suffi
ciently to write clearly, characteristically, unmistakably ; but more 
often the handwriting will be a compromise between his own and 
that of the medium, and very often it degenerates into an almost 
illegible scrawl. Here again I have seen cases which carried their 
own proof on the face of them, either by the language in which they 
were written or by internal evidence. Sometimes also curious 
tricks are attempted which make any theory of fraud exceedingly 
improbable. For example, I have seen a whole page of writing 
dashed off in a few minutes, but written backwards, so that one had 
to hold it before a mirror in order to be able to read it.

Very frequently people who are not mediums in any other sense 
of the word appear to be open to influence along this line. Quite a 
large number of persons are in the habit of receiving private com
munications written through their own hands ; and the vast majority 
of them attach undue importance to them. Again and again I have 
been assured by worthy ladies that the whole theosophical teaching 
contained nothing new for them, since it had all been previously 
revealed to them by their own especial private teacher, who was, of 
course, a person of entirely superhuman glory, knowledge and power 
— an archangel at least! When I came to investigate I usually find 
the archangel to be some very worthy departed gentleman who has 
either been taught or has discovered for himself some portion of the 
facts with regard to astral life and evolution, and is deeply impress
ed with the idea that if he can only make this known to the world 
at large it will necessarily effect a radical change and reform in the 
entire life of humanity. So he seeks and finds some impressible 
lady, and urges upon her the conviction that she is a chosen vessel 
for the regeneration of mankind, that she has a mighty work to 
do to which her life must be devoted, that future ages will bless her 
name, and so on.

In all this the worthy gentleman is usually quite serious ; he 
has now realized a few of the elementary facts of life, and he cannot 
but feel what a difference it would have made in his conduct and 
his attitude if he had realised them while still on the physical 
plane. He very rightly concludes that if he could induce the whole 
world really to believe this, a great change would ensue; but he forgets 
that practically all that he has to say has been taught in the world 
for thousands of years, and that while he was in earth-life he paid 
no more attention to it than others are now likely to pay to his 
lucubrations. It is the old story over again : “ I f they believe not
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Moses and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded even though 
oue rise from the dead.

Of course a little common-sense and a little acquaintance 
with the literature of this subject would save these worthy ladies 
from their delusion of a mission from on high ; but self-conceit is 
subtle and deeply rooted, and the idea of being especially chosen 
out of all the world for a divine inspiration is, I suppose, pleasura
ble to a certain type of people. Usually the communications are 
infinitely far from “  containing all the theosophical teaching ; ” they 
contain perhaps a few fragments of it, or far more often a few 
nebulous generalizations tending somewhat in the theosophical 
direction.

Occasionally also the instructor is a living man in the astral 
body— usually an Oriental; and in that case it is perfectly natural 
that his information should have a theosophical flavor. It must be 
recollected that Theosophy is in no sense new,but is the very oldest 
teaching in the world, and that the broad outlines of its system 
are perfectly well known everywhere outside of the limits of the 
extraordinary cloud of ignorance on philosophical subjects which 
Christianity appears to bring in its train. It is therefore small wonder 
that any glimpse of a wider and more sensible theory should seem 
to have something of Theosophy about i t ; but naturally it will very 
rarely be found to have either the precision or the fullness of the 
scheme as given to us by the Masters of Wisdom through their 
pupil, Madame Blavatsky.

The phenomenon of automatic drawing or painting is of exactly 
the same nature as that of writing, though naturally it is not nearly 
so common, because the art of drawing is much less widely diffused 
than is that of writing. Still it sometimes happens that a dead man 
has a talent for rapid drawing, and can very quickly produce a 
pretty little landscape or a passable portrait through the hand of a 
readily impressible medium.

Another very interesting phenomenon is that of personation. 
I am employing this term in a technical sense which is w 11-known 
to those who have studied these phenomena. I am aware that it 
has also been employed to describe those cases in which a dishonest 
medium has presented himself before his audience as a “  spirit form,” 
but I am dealing with occurrences of very different type from that. 
All who have seen good examples of trance speaking will have 
noticed how the entire expression of the medium’s face changes, and 
how he adopts all kinds of little tricks of manner and speech, which 
are really those of the man who is speaking through his organism.

There are instances in which this process of change and adapt
ation goes very much further than this—in which a distinct alter
ation takes place in the features of the medium. Sometimes this 
change is only apparent, not real, the fact being that the earnest 
effort of the ensouling personality to express himself through the
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medium acts mesmerically upon his friend, and deludes him into 
thinking that he actually sees the features of the dead man before 
him. When that is so the phenomenon is of course purely sub
jective, and a photograph taken of the medium at that moment 
would show his face just as it always is.

Sometimes, however, the change is a real one, and can be shown 
to be such by means of the camera. This will naturally seem an 
absolute impossibility to one who has not made a special study of 
these things, for the majority of us little recognize the extreme 
fluidity and impermanence of the physical bod}', and have no con
ception how readily it may be modified under certain conditions.

We shall have to refer to this question when dealing with ma
terializations ; but in the meantime, and as far as personation is 
concerned, I can myself testify that it is possible for the physical 
features of a medium to be completely changed for a time into the 
exact resemblance of those of the dead man who is speaking through 
him. This phenomenon is not a very common one, so far as I have 
seen or heard, and we may presume that the reason for its rarity is 
that ordinary materialization would probably be easier to produce. 
The personation, however, took place in full day-light on each occa
sion when I witnessed it; whereas materialization is usually performed 
by artificial light, and there must not be too much even of that, for 
reasons which will be explained when we come to deal with that 
side of the question.

C. W. T b a d b s;a t e r .

( To be coficludcd.)

THE SPIRIT OF THE AGE*

I DOUBT if any more important subject can come before the mind 
of an intelligent Theosophist than that suggested by the relation 

between Theosophy and the spirit of the age. In the new inter, 
pretatiou which modern research has given to history, we find that 
the utter change worked in thought, manner of life, ideals, hopes, 
efforts, reliances, plans, anticipations, belief, is not due to mere evolu
tion, after the dilatory methods we see in nature, norj-et to some one 
stupendous conquest in the realm of knowledge which suddenly 
shattered old conceptions and cleared the ground for new, but rather 
to the steady growth of a certain mental tone, not always clearly 
traceable to cause, not invariable in its quality, not in all cases uni
form in its action, }'et sure!}- advancing in vigor and clearness and 
aggressiveness. Four hundred years ago that tone, except in spo
radic instances which were crushed as soon as noticed, was exactly 
the reverse. Then the age was quiet, docile, unreasoning, humble

* T h e  substance of a lecture b y  Alexander Fullerton.
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to oppression. Long centuries of ecclesiastical domination had 
pressed the life out of inquiry; investigation was fettered, thought 
dumb. The Church had prescribed the limits within which opinion 
was to crawl, and outside of them a daring venturer was warned by 
certainty of death to his body and unending torment to his soul. 
The physical earth was only to be studied as might seem good to 
priests who claimed to know both this world and the next, but were 
profoundly ignorant of both. Business, commerce, international 
relations, home-life, all were regulated by artificial rules elaborated 
from a system of casuistry based on doubtful documents, forged 
decretals and usurped prerogatives. Superstition in every form 
clouded the intellect and paralyzed the will. The air was thick with 
malicious demons eager to wound and debase humanity ; charms 
and talismans and incantations hardly seemed able to cope with the 
diabolical agencies darkening all social life. Everywhere settled 
down a consciousness of gloom and apathy ; the mediteval heart and 
mind were poisoned with beliefs which infected every hour of the 
twenty-four. The age was one long nightmare, filled with hideous 
creations of disordered fancy, morbid with fears and goblins and 
spells, all concurring to throttle reason and palsy endeavour. It 
seemed as if superstition had been granted omnipotence and bidden 
to subvert every rational conception or hope.

Relief at last came. It came through the revival of the 
rationalizing spirit. Various causes contributed to that revi
val. Old classical books had once more come to light, and 
their free and sparkling thought was like water to the parch
ed palates of mediaeval readers. The taste spread as it was 
gratified, and then imitation of such works naturally follow
ed. Moreover, the long ages of darkness and stupor had 
wearied even the submissiveuess of the time. A  deep yawn 
seemed to pervade whole nations, that final expression of departing 
somnolence before the influence of day-break quite rouses the system 
to active life. Then, too, it may be that some occult law exists by 
which permanent stupefaction is impossible, an era of such drawing 
inevitably to its close and a new one bringing vitality as antithesis. 
Political conditions, religious principle, conscientious and intellect
ual forces added their quota. As all these various vibrations were 
imparted to the mind of the age, it began to quiver, to awake, to as
sert itself. Itstead of meekly accepting whatever assertion was hand
ed it, it_feebly at first, but gradually with assurance— undertook
to question and inspect. Reason came into play. The deplorable 
state of things secular and ecclesiastical awakened doubt as to their 
inherent excellence, doubt led to inquiry, and inquiry to disgust. 
Steadily discontent spread. Of course the most intelligent felt it in 
greatest measure, but the impulse was all through the land, and 
everywhere the approaching dawn wakened up the high and the 
low, the learned and the base. Human mind and human will, long 

6
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repressed but not extinct, had thrilled to the touch of even a distant 
light.

In the great reversal which came to the spirit of the age, one 
significant fact is noticeable. For long time the method of reason
ing, taught in the schools and enjoined by the Church, was deductive. 
Certain premises were assumed, and from them consequences were 
drawn. These premises were not to be questioned, but had to be 
accepted as fixed facts, the conditions to all subsequent thought. 
Questioning was vain, even sacrilegious. But when doubt infected 
the awakening mind, there came suspicion that no such assumed 
premises could be legitimate. W hy should anything be withdrawn 
from investigation if  investigation could not damage it? Then, too, 
partly in consequence of fresh reading in the works of antiquity, the 
very process of reasoning was discredited. It was seen that truth 
was to be reached not by taking for granted principles, but by 
examining into facts. Taws were not to be postulated, but to be 
ascertained. Thus the system of thought was revolutionized. The 
earth and history and man began to be investigated and studied; 
details were accumulated, right modes of classification arrived at, 
results duly formulated and law perceived. The inductive method 
displaced the deductive, and science had at last a basis in fact 
rather than in speculation. The influence of this one change upon 
secular and religious thought is incomputable : it reversed all the 
sanctified process of tradition and dumped whole libraries into the 
waste-bin.

Of course the new spirit was not at once shared by all contem
porary minds, nor did it immediately transform the whole of Europe. 
Revolutions in thought cannot be instantaneous. But the influence, 
when once manifest, spread with delightful rapidity. Here and there 
some eminent personage exemplified and proclaimed it, and yet 
more remarkable was the silent life with which it permeated 
communities until some casualty brought it to the surface and 
showed how diffused was its inner strength. Reform was “ in the 
air,” as we say. And when such movements actually disclose 
themselves, they do not stop until society is transformed.

The spirit of the age was one of reason as contrasted with tradi
tion, conservatism, docility, submission, artificiality. It insisted 
that everything should justify its existence by its own merits, that 
its claim to position should arise from its inherent excellence. Of 
no consequence was it that a preceding age or a standard book or 
a revered name held to an idea ; the real question was whether the 
idea was true. As to facts the test was in demonstration ; as to 
opinions, their conformity to reason and the moral sense. If dem
onstration was impossible, or if  it disclosed the reverse of what 
was claimed, further assertion was absurd ; if sound reason and 
moral instinct repudiated assent, assent was impossible. No man 
could be expected to accept what was clearly disproved, and any
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attempt to override proof by authority showed a weakness fatal at 
the outset. Of course no sphere could be excepted from this princi
ple, no region could be so sacred that inspection of it aud test of it 
should cause a shudder of affright. All were to be equally open to 
the eye in quest of truth, since truth is perceived by open vision, 
not by closing the lids before it, and since truth itself has nothing 
to fear from the most thorough examination. Mental fetters of all 
kinds were to be stricken off, prejudices and prepossessions be 
repudiated, wrong methods ruthlessly sacrificed, every hindrance 
to accurate result swept aside. Light from every quarter was to be 
welcomed : the more of it, the better. Let it come from the East or 
from the West : no matter, if only it cleared off doubts and revealed 
fact and showed a solid ground for action. For in the union of 
reverence for truth, utter devotion to its discovery, heartiest greet
ing to its appearance, lay the hope of final certainty.

As this spirit permeated the communities of the time, every 
department of thought was successively affected by it. Naturally 
the Church came first, for it was the Church which had forced itself 
to the front of all human control aud which embodied the very 
principle which the new spirit attacked. So the repertoire of old 
dogmas was tumbled out into the light of day and the rationalizing 
process turned loose upon it. Groans and shrieks and warnings 
and curses were of no avail, for they too were examined as to their 
sanction and were found hollow. Priestly authority, Church Coun
cils, ecclesiastical creeds and dogmas and ceremonies and injunc
tions received unceremonious handling aud wilted under it. As the 
process went on and liberated reason rejoiced in its unaccustomed 
freedom, the most revered postulates of orthodoxy were dragged 
forth and probed to find their solidness. Some stood the test and 
were reverently preserved : others were found mere verbal shells 
and were demolished without stint. As one old folly after 
another was cast into the dust-heap, and as fuller light streamed 
into the mind now freed from its encumbrances, discrim
ination became more just and criticism more exact. Sifting found 
its rules and modes, mere antipathy to age as such was molli
fied, the good in evil was better discerned. Thus reason and the 
moral sense, guided by religious feeling, worked surely so far as they 
had force, and a glorious result in purgation of corrupt doctrine and 
in liberation of free thought changed the face of the time.

Science and literature and civil government and domestic rela
tions were invaded by this same spirit of the age. One after another 
their postulates and methods were inspected and subjected to the 
rationalizing principle. One after another they were forced to yield 
to reform. Public sentiment had become suffused with a double devo
tion to liberty and to truth, and contrary establishment, already 
honeycombed with dry-rot, could not withstand continued push. 
Perfection, it is true, was not achieved : it is not yet, but the right
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principle was at work, and right must triumph so far as it is allowed 
to act. Science, under the new impulse, turned from barren specu
lation to direct study of Nature, and at once there began real dis
covery. Literature changed from vague dissertation on imaginings 
to portrayal of facts in the worlds of art, society, emotions. Civil 
government received treatment as a practically regulative system 
rather than an affair of Divine right and kingly prerogative suppor
ted by the Church. Domestic relations lost importance as sacra
mental impositions on a visionary humanity, only to regain it as 
obviously natural arrangements in a social organism. And the 
individual recovered, however partially, his rights, rights to thought 
and speech and act ; his motives, as from interior illumination in
stead of exterior command ; his reponsibility direct to God.

Such was the spirit of the age as it feebly manifested itself in 
the dawning of light upon the mediaeval darkness, and as, in stead
ily increasing strength, it has swept down through intervening 
centuries. It is so apparent to-day in all lands save of backward 
civilization that no question of its character exists. It is the spirit 
of human liberty, of resolute search for truth, of resistance to all 
which fetters mind or thought, of sternness to superstition, assump
tion, dogmatism in any form. To it we owe the abolition of slavery, 
physical and intellectual ; the clearing the air of the demons with 
which Witchcraft had peopled it ; the banishment from human life 
of the thousand imaginary terrors that made existence a daily 
torture ; the restoration of peace and sunlight and calm ; the estab
lishment of rational processes in «thought and legislation ; 
deliverance from tyranny in Church and State ; whatever security 
to life and property is yet enjoyed ; the beneficent influences of 
commerce and travel and international comity ; the freedom 
of personal action given to each individual, and of voluntary 
association in societies and fraternities. I f  we wish an illus
tration of what never would have come to pass but for this health
ful spirit, we may find it in the fact that we Theosophists can freely 
organize for study and work, and freely meet as to-night—for 
exposition of Theosophic truth. Three hundred years ago such a 
meeting as this would have been suppressed by the civil power and 
yourselves and your lecturer imprisoned and perhaps executed ; 
one hundred years ago public opinion would have ostracized every 
participant, and very likely prosecutions for blasphemy would have 
been instituted : now we come together with no fear of magistrates 
or social odium, as free to utter our convictions as are the sturdiest 
of old-time preachers. Certainly if anybody has reason to bless the 
spirit of the age, it is the Theosophist.

Of course there has never been any popular movement which 
contained no germ of error or abuse. Humanity, as it advances from 
height to height, stumbles over the obstacles peculiar to each slope, 
and the very zeal of its ou-rush sometimes hurries it into excesses.
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When reaction against mediaeval superstition came, it was natural 
that everything which savored of old follies should be suspected. 
One extreme begat the other. Theretofore all life and duty were 
mapped by reference to an outside world, a world fantastically 
conceived and peopled, notin'any way germane to this or rationally 
related to it. Once that this was seen, there came impatience at 
the thought of the super-physical, and men veered round to a concep
tion of our earth as sufficient in itself, at all events the only one 
as to which there was assurance. In time the spiritual was decried, 
the timid shrugging their shoulders and the bold jeering outright. 
A materialistic view of things spread, insensibility to devout feel
ing no longer being the mark of a mere physicist, but becoming 
frequent among the populace. And to-day there is a general and 
lamentable dulness to spiritual impressions, not only because the 
Church still allies itself to most ideas which wider intelligence 
reprobates, but because the sceptical temper has become too 
dominant, it being supposed the proper habitual attitude to all fact 
rather than the attitude before claims in themselves suspicious. If 
this is sad, it is at least explainable ; and if it is real, it is not without 
a prospect of being in time corrected.

For, in truth, so vital is a sense of the uuseen, so ingrained 
and permanent that conception of the supersensual which the 
Supreme has placed within the heart of humanity, that not logic or 
faith or aspiration can long remain content with the shell of the 
universe. The cry of the human is for the D ivine: men will ever 
build an altar to the “ Unknown God ” if no other is perceived. 
And so we see this day a revival of old conviction,— finer, less gross, 
more sublimated and just, but no less real than that which swayed 
the mediaeval theologians and braced the Puritan as with iron. 
It is a healthful sign, this upturning to the Source of a l l ; and they 
who understand human nature and see what history means may 
well rejoice as they note signs of renewed interest in the eternal, of 
assurance that life signifies more than food and raiment and 
pleasure.

Yet even in religion, in the thirst for knowledge of God and His 
works, the spirit of the age still reigns. It will not tolerate that which 
is visionary or fantastic, that which rests upon the ipse dixit of some 
uncredited authority, that which violates probability and sound 
reason, that which involves artificiality or injustice or caprice. The 
appeal is still to reason and the moral sense. That which traverses 
the firmest and finest instincts of the human soul cannot be a faithful 
trafiscript of the world without, since both have their origin from the 
same original and must actually harmonize where truly seen. 
Monstrous theologies and fanciful cosmogonies and irrational 
schemes of terrestrial order or spiritual progress are just as distasteful 
to the active conscience otj t̂he 20th century as to the awakening 
conscience of the 16th ; nay, more so, for they have to combat not
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only probability, but the conviction accumulating through three 
hundred years of successful victories over repulsive superstitions. 
There is less danger now than ever before of a retrograde movement, 
and he who supposes that an enlightened mind can be brought to 
embrace what even a darkened one repelled, is strangely callous to 
the touch of logic and the lessons of the open page of history.

This may be all very true, you will sajq but what has it to do 
with Theosophy? So much, in my judgment, that there is perhaps 
no one warning which has greater significance in the present stage 
of the Theosophical movement and the Theos ophical Society. Take 
the spirit of the age in connection with the condition of the age. 
For long time the former has been at work, its force intensifying as 
results justified and stimulated it. Many of the venerable incubi 
which pressed down manly vigor have been shaken off, and those 
thatjremain are insecure. Names which were once held in awe receive 
now but scant concern, while the ideals which then charmed have 
no longer either reality or attractiveness. Ecclesiastical ties have 
so attenuated that men break them without scruple, and religion has 
been so far divorced from virile morals that neither is considered to 
imply the other. The old institutions still look massive ; the old 
creeds are repeated as of yore ; Churches are built and Missionaries 
ordained ; reports indicate growing membership and contributions ; 
and yet the proud and stately walls are undermined, there are cracks 
and seams in the most pretentious towers. Ominous confessions 
voice from time to time the fact that the two extremes of society are 
alienated from Church connection. The leaders in Science, Scholar
ship, political economy, disavow or ignore it ; the working classes 
are so indifferent that the way to reach them is the most debated 
question of the day in religious circles. Even the life of the day is 
not conducted upon Christian maxims. The lawyer, the merchant, 
the statesman, do not go to the Bible for guidance nor to the clergy
man for support. Secularity gives tone to all pursuits.

And yet, while all this is true, it is no less true that there is 
wide-spread interest in things beyond the commercial and the 
material. That “ man does not live by bread alone ” expresses a fact 
in all ages. The overturning of old doctrines, extensive and thorough 
and beneficent as it has been, by no means signifies destruction to 
the spiritual principle which once vitalized those doctrines. Indeed, 
one cause for that overturning was the vitality of that principle, for 
it asserted itself when it found its movements hampered by false 
thought and wrong prescription, bursting and shattering what was 
alien to its spirit when once aroused. And so all through the teem
ing life of the present age, and cropping out all over the lauds most 
marked by the genius of the new century, is a demand for truth in 
all spheres, truth, above all, as to God and man and duty, but truth 
too as the nature of life and the quality of the realms around us and 
the character of the hereafter. Questions unsatisfactorily answer-



1904.] Private Life and Public W eal. 687

ed hitherto are repeating themselves with greater earnestness, all 
the more so because sharpened intelligence sees that there must be 
numberless facts of surpassing interest as yet unsuspected by theolo
gians and physicists. Men, thoughtful men, good men, wish to 
know what all this universe means, how it was generated, whither 
it is tending. Terrestrial problems appeal to them: the ever-pres
ent spectacle of imperfection and sorrow demands explanation, and 
with it a remedy. There must be some key to the anomalies of life, 
some medicament for the cure of human misery and sin. This is 
not a passing fancy : it is a great, earnest, passionate outcry for light 
and truth, sterner—and yet more hopeful-because mind and 
conscience have been liberated by the spirit of the age.

A l e x a n d e r  F u l l e r t o n .

[ To be concluded.']

PRIVATE LIFE AND PUBLIC WEAL.

IN England, there has been of late what is called the “  Social 
Purity Party ” consisting of a body of politicians who hold that a 

man whose private character is bad should not be given a place in 
the political movements and agitations of a respectable association 
or body of gentlemen. Nothing on earth comes in without some 
necessity for it, though there may be errors and crimes connected 
with it, when the necessity instead of being watched and kept with
in proper bounds is cared for too much at the cost of other con
siderations. It is possible in every case for men of vast learning 
and high culture to examine the specialties of each case from the 
broad principles of scientific method and determine what amount of 
good is found and what amount of evil is at work. To supply an 
example for such cases is not a matter of any very great difficulty. 
Most prominently, to our mind’s eye, is presented the spectacle of 
the French Revolution of 1789 to 1795, whose immediate results 
continued to the battle of Waterloo in 1815 and whose further results 
are carried down to our present day, with a tremendous force that 
has affected the course of European History for a whole century and 
is not yet exhausted. The Revolutionists thought that their over
throw of the Monarchy and of the privileges of the clergy and the 
nobles would once for all put an end to the grievances to which 
they had been subjected for two hundred and fifty years. But, the 
men connected with it erred both in principle and moral action. 
Hence, they forced the very strong declarations of Burke in his 
work on political philosophy— “ Reflections 011 the Fench Revolu
tion ” —a notable work of a notable statesman, deserving our earnest 
consideration and sober study for present and future guidance at 
this stage of the political movement through which we are passing.
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Another example, that of Cromwell’s rule in England, may be men
tioned. But, it is not so sure an example as the other world-wide 
movement, since Carlyle’s “  Eife and Betters of Crom well” has 
appeared in his defence. Not only in Modern Greece, but in that 
of Ancient Greece and Rome do we find the same law of private life 
and public weal being intertwined in such a manner that it may be 
even difficult to separate the results of the different ingredients. It 
may be easily admitted that the life of a nation is largely moulded 
by the life and the teaching of its greatest men. Is it not then on 
this basis that, in a comparative study of different nations, we com
pare only the greatest ? They alone are the salt of the earth. The 
world has nothing to gain from its grosser side of humanity which, 
even if it does no good, only goes to contaminate and destroy. Both 
Greece and Rome flourished only when their senators and public 
men were pure in their private life and patriotic in their public 
career. We may find the same illustrated in Ancient India. The 
historian of the Macedonian Empire, speaking of the Hindus’ strug
gles against Alexander the Great, favourably comments on the 
influence exerted by the Brahmins over their fellow-countrymen 
in the field of agitation. The Brahmins then, as now, were 
agitators in politics. What has this leading of the Brahmins 
to teach us now ? A t the time of Alexander’s invasion, when 
India by the admission of the Western historian himself has its 
medical science and doctors as well as great men in other 
spheres, ancient India .was not wanting in men who considered 
the well-being of the nation in its various aspects. It is because 
of the nobility of mind and heart showed by the ancient Brahmin 
that the modern Brahmin, though now and then disposed 
to speak irreverently of his ancestors, gains the admiration of 
the civilised world as having the precious inheritance of one of 
the most exalted civilisations historic insight admires for some of 
its salient features.

We may add to this, illustrations from religious history also. 
The movement of the Methodists was, at first, very good under 
the Wesleys. But it degenerated under the less able and less 
pure successors. Protestantism did very noble work when, under 
the direct influence of its great men, it moulded the life of 
its followers on a sound basis. But when Protestants denounced 
the vices of the Roman Clergy the result was that it, in a 
large measure, led to the progress of scepticism and atheism. 
A t the present day we see Cardinal Newman justifying the 
very Roman Catholicism which they condemned and holding 
it up to the world as a faith worthy of reverence ; Roman Cathol
icism itself was very useful in educating the people during the 
Dark Ages and elevating the lives of its followers when, even 
leaving out the direct action of St. Paul’s life, we take into account 
the mighty work of Pope Gregory the Great and of men like him.
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The value of Roman Catholicism was diminished when its very 
head s and leaders became corrupt in their public character as well 
as in their private life, by being ambitious of temporal power. A  
tree is judged by its fruit, and faith by the life of its votaries. I f  
the Popes committed forgery and practised immoralities some
times leading to murder, how could they have rightly expected 
people to obey them willingly and act under their guidance ?

We may take up the religious history of our own country and 
find how, over and over again, history repeats itself in different 
lands and on different occasions. Sri Sankaracharya whom no 
worthy son of God can afford to speak of except with reverence and 
gratitude, and the no less eminent Sri Ramatiujacharya, have left 
behind them the noblest inheritance of the Aryan race in India. 
But, havenotthe respective faiths which they preached degenerated 
owing to their followers’ corruption in principle and practice, after 
the directly influenced people passed away ? S'ri Sankaracharya 
taught unity of Brahm. What is the necessary corollary to this 
grand, philosophic tenet ? Is it not that, in practice, no Advaitee 
should consider avoidance of either Vishnu or S'iva creditable, but 
regard both as of the same essence ? But do we not find that 
many ordinary Advaitees and even some of high order who yield 
to the former, speak ill of Vishnu and say that they should never 
go into Vishnu’s temple, for the meagre reason that Vaishnava 
Visishtadvaitees do not enter into a S'ivaite temple ? I shall 
deal more fully with Vaishnavism and examine some of the causes 
of its present condition. During Sri Ramauujacharya’s time, he 
organised a preaching staff of 75 followers of the highest order 
known as “ the enthroned.” The latter, acted on by the electro
dynamo of Sri Ramanujacharya had a magnetic power they could 
not otherwise have possessed. How wonderful is an electro-dynamo 
which raises common iron to the dignity of a magnet ? How great 
was the moral and spiritual power of “ the enthroned ” under Sri 
Ramanujacharya’s guidance ? What a large number of people 
were they able to teach and to convert. W'hy were they able to do 
such a work ? There was no split in the camp as between Vadaka- 
lais and Tbeukalais the u and the y  marked the men of Northern 
learning and the men of Southern learning ; Vadakalais who care 
far more for the original Sanskrit Vedas and Smritis and Thenka- 
lais who attach greater importance to the Dravida Prabauahas felt 
themselves united under a common bond of fellowship. Connec
tions and friendships were usual. But, alas, a time, came when 
there stepped in the difference between the two, on 18 points of a 
more or less purely' technical character. Intermarriages began to 
be touched and to-day we have the feelings of the two parties 
exhibited in the public courts of the land, the father waging war 
against the son.

We shall next also see their practices and motives whether they'
7
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are Vadakalais or Theukalais. What is the object of distribution of 
food in a temple ? Is it not a matter of ordinary good sense to see 
that it is intended to invite the lower classes, whose inclinations 
are more fleshly, and not to invite the higher classes to a quarrel— 
they that are in duty bound to be devotional— without making the 
receipt of food the essential condition of divine service ? Of course, 
the first men were shown every respect and treated well in every 
way because they deserved it. But, now that the temples are the 
resorts of vice and villainy’, except under special circumstances, 
worship at the temple is commanding less and less respect and. 
threatens to lose altogether every’ kind 'and degree of hold. A  man 
has only to spend a few days at Tirupati before he finds that the 
god on the upper hill to which pilgrims resort from all parts of 
India, “  the Venkata Naymka ” of Kali Yuga, is no more the same 
god that he once was. The reason is too well known to need a 
statement. It may be contended that a pious man must neglect the 
vicious and mind the godly. No doubt this is very sound in theory, 
but in the popular mind, theory has no such place as is claimed for 
it.

What, then, is the lesson we learn from a treatment so meagre 
as mine ? Is it not that private character and national welfare act 
and re-act ? No nation can live up to a high standard which is not led 
by the -worthy. Public proceedings and legislative enactments are 
shaped by the members taking part in them and the actions of 
private life are considerably modified by legislative measures.

C, R. S r in iv a s a  R a n q a ch ar y .

Sbeosopb^ in all Xanbs.

TH E .SECOND A N N U A L  CON GRESS OF EUROPEAN 
SECTIONS.

A  very interesting souvenir of the European Sections’ Congress 
held in Amsterdam on June 19th, 20th and 21st, has just come to 
hand in the form of a tasteful and artistic pamphlet. It contains 
portraits of the President-Pounder, Mme. Blavatsky, Mrs. Besant, 
the General Secretaries of the British, French, Dutch, German and 
Italian Sections, together with pictures of the Amsterdam Head
quarters, the building in which the Congress meetings were held, 
also a “ Free Church ” lent by its Committee for the public meetings, 
and a plan of the City of Amsterdam. The letterpress does not 
deal particularly with the Congress or its meetings, but a Programme 
is inserted and we find the proceedings included the follow ing: 

Department A.— Brotherhood.
„ B.—Comparative Religion,
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Department C.— Philosophy.
„ D .— Science.
„ E .- A r t .
„ F.—  Methods of Work.
„ G .— Occultism.

There were six hundred delegates present from the various 
European Sectious, and the number and varied nature of the papers 
or addresses given must have provided those present with an un
usually satisfactory feast in both intellect and spirituality, the whole 
comparing creditably with almost any gathering of note in either 
Europe or America, so deep and so profound and far reaching were 
the subjects dealt w’ith.

Take for instance the Department of Science. This was sub
divided under the headings of Psychical Research, The P'ourth 
Dimension, Philology, Criminology, and Physiology ; a sufficiently 
varied programme in itself and including such subjects as 
“ Multiplex Persouality,” by Dr. Ludwdg Deinhard of Munich, 
and “ Regular Four-dimensional Hypersolids,” by Mrs. Corbett of 
Manchester. The subject of Occultism wras dealt with by Mrs. 
Besaut. In Comparative Religion there was a paper by Purneudu 
Narayana Sinha, on “ The Religion of the Future, an Aspect of 
Vaishnavism ; ” under Brotherhood, Mine. Emma Weise of Paris 
dealt with “  Fraternity as found iu the Totemic Daws of Primitive 
Races.” “ The Relation of the Self and the Not-self,” by Bliagavan 
Das, Benares, came in the Department of Philosophy. Mrs. Hooper, 
London, took as a subject “ The Faith to Come,” and M. Jean 
Deloille, Brussels, “ The Mission of Art.”

At a public meeting Mrs. Besant lectured on “ The New 
Psychology,” and a lecture was also given by Dr. J. J. Hallo 
on “ The Human Aura,” illustrated by lantern slides. There were 
several social meetings and the whole must have been most 
enjoyable and at the same time most helpful to the various 
Iiuropeau Sectious, as it will be to the whole Society. Such a 
serious, scientific and religious gathering should demonstrate very 
effectually that the Society is not composed of visionaries, but of 
people who are well able to support the faith they hold.
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■¡Reviews.

NYRIA.*

Our gifted colleague, Mrs. Campbell Praed, lias presented us here 
with a masterly description of ancient Rome in the time of the Emperor 
Domitian. It is so vivid, so lifelike, so full of movement and incident, 
so accurate in minute details as to make one feel as though looking at a 
great photographic panorama which is unrolling before us. It is as 
though the Muse of History were uncovering for us one of the pictures 
in her unfading galleries. One might suppose himself to be reading 
the narrative of an eye-witness of the scenes depicted, while as to the 
figures of men and women of all sorts and conditions, from the Emperor 
to the slave, they impress one as though they were living realities and 
not the phantasmal shadows that rise up from the printed page of the 
ordinary historian. The author has here touched a very high mark in 
literature, and unquestionably her work is entitled to be preserved for 
reference by succeeding generations. Our readers know what great 
value we place upon the science of Psychometry as a means of reading 
the history of past ages, both of the world and its inhabitants. We have 
frequently adverted to the intensely realistic and convincing accounts 
given by psychometers of what they see of human history preserved in 
the imperishable records of the Astral Eight ; and when we say that the 
book under notice would indicate that either Mrs. Campbell Praed has 
a developed psychometric faculty or has had the help of some one able 
to recall the incidents of the Domitian era, we but express the thought 
awakened by the reading of her book. Amid the foul surroundings of 
the Imperial Court, with its insensate luxury, its culture of the animal 
passions, and its degrading ideals of life and duty, moves the radi
ant figure of “  Nyria, ” the slave maiden, and at the end a convert to 
Christianity, like a pure spirit, noble to her heart’s core and incapable of 
even a bad thought. Beautiful in form, perfect in grace and sweetness 
of disposition, loyal to all and in everything, she presents one of the 
most charming figures in literary composition.

A profound interest is given to Mrs. Campbell Praed’s story 
by her explanatory Preface, in which she imparts to her readers the 
secret that this Roman maiden has been recently reincarnated and 
is at this moment living on earth. Mrs. Praed, it seems, met her 
and by good chance was thrown into her company during a period 
of several months, during which time she had an opportunity of 
convincing herself of the purity of her character and her love of truth 
as well as of her exceptional psychic endowments. It is almost 
as though the entity, Nyria, had brought over into her present body 
a vivid memory of the incidents of the old incarnation, and had 
succeeded in using the present body as a vehicle through which she,

* By Mrs. Campbell Praed, author of “ My Australian Girlhood, ” “  The 
Insane Root, ”  etc,, etc,: London, E. Fisher Unwin, 1904. Price 6 s. net.
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with or without the help of a third entity, could narrate the tragical 
story of her sufferings, her social experiences and observations, and her 
ultimate martyrdom for her faith, in the Arena amid the wild beasts let 
loose upon the Christians. Mrs. Praed says in her Prefatory Note : 
“  Startling as this statement may seem, it is no less true that the whole 
story of Nyria has been told me by— what shall I say ? an entity ?— a 
ghost ?—a discarnate or reincarnate soul ?— I know not how to call her— 
to whom is due a series of incidents and portraits which when they 
touched history I have carefully verified, and which I firmly believe 
my own imagination would have been incapable of originating. My 
readers must, however, judge Nyria for themselves. I can only frankly 
assure them that her story is no invention of mine, but a life-record of 
which I am the transcriber. In this sense, it is a human document 
rather than an historical novel.”  I f  this explanation be not true, as we 
firmly believe it is, it must be said that it is the only explanation which 
fits the circumstances of the case, unless as we said, Mrs. Praed is both 
seeress and authoress in her own person. She further adds th a t: “ I 
found that when in close companionship with my own mind—which 
was sympathetic with hers—this girl would go off into a sort of dream- 
existence, wherein she took on a totally different identity, of which, on 
resuming her normal consciousness, she had not the dimmest recollec
tion. In these phases, her voice, manner and whole intelligence under
went a change, and she prated to use Nyria’s expression in a child
like babble,but with plenty of shrewed observation,displaying keen judg
ment of character about scenes, persons and conversations that she 
described as going on at the time around her. It was in truth as though 
she had stepped into a left-off, fleshly garment of the past and had again 
become in actuality the slave girl, Nyria, personal attendant of Julia, 
daughter of the Emperor Titus--in service of whom the girl represented 
herself as having been associated with many noted personages of that 
age, and an eye-witness and participator in some of its tragic happen
ings.”

Mrs. Praed has added to her literary renown, done an honour to our 
Society, and conferred pleasure on many old friends.

H. S. O.

TH E GREATER EXODUS*
An Important Pentateuclial Criticism based on the Arclueology 

of Mexico and Peru,
BY

J. F. LEE.

The object of the author of this work is to put forward the new and 
somewhat startling theory that the account of the Exodus from 
Egypt, which wre find in the Bible, embodies in reality a Legend of a 
greater Exodus or migration of the Semitic race from .Mexico to Egypt 
via the Behring Straits.

* London, Elliot Slock, 1903,
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This proposition involves the proving of two points
(1) That a migration from Central America to Africa did take 

place at some period of the world’s history.
(2) That this migration was a Semitic Exodus under the leadership

of Moses.
As regards the first point, there exists, we believe, such a marked 

resemblance between the architecture and hieroglyphics left by the 
race that once inhabited Mexico and Peru, and those of the ancient 
Egyptians, that it is impossible not to infer some communication 
between the two countries, which, as far as we know, could only have 
taken place via the Behring Straits, and, presupposing this, as the 
author remarks, it is as easy to assume that the migration was from 
the West to the Blast, as from the East to the West.

As regards the second point the author has a much harder task 
in front of him, and fails completely to convince.

He falls foul of a certain Major Palmer, who accepts in the ordinary 
sense the crossing of the Red Sea. To quote his words “ ‘ Then the 
Israelites, 600,000 armed men, besides women and children, flocks 
and herds, all crossed over between midnight and fotir or five o’clock 
in the m orning! ’ As something of a Military man, Major Palmer ought 
to have known better than this. He knows that such a thing is 
absolutely impossible, and he should not try to make others believe it.” 
But the author conducts these same two million people across the 
whole continent of America, across the Behring Straits, with “ dry 
feet,”  and across Asia into Africa. Surely this is straining at a gnat and 
swallowing a camel.

The book however shows great erudition and much painstaking 
research, and the reader, even i f  not convinced, will at any rate 
find in the “ Ethnological, Architectural, Archaeological, Historical 
and Philological /acts,”  put before him, much that deserves, 
and will no doubt receive, his most careful consideration.

A. W. C.

TH E DHAMMAPADA.

We have now before us the original Pali Text of this famous lwok 
in Bengali characters with Sanskrit notes and a literal Bengali transla
tion edited and published by Babu Charu Chandra Bose. The Dham- 
mapada is one of the oldest, most important and popular Canonical 
works of the Buddhists. It is also one of the highest and best ethical 
productions that has yet been published. It has already been translated 
into many Bluropean languages and the late Prof. Max Muller has pub
lished its English translation in his “ Sacred Books of the East ”  Series. 
Babu Charu Chandra Bose has done well in placing this work before the 
Bengali readers, and the Pali Text he has given, together with the notes, 
will be of great help to students.

The book can be had of the Author, 28, Rally Prasad Dutt’s Street, 
Calcutta, or of the New Britania Press, 78, Amherst Street, Calcutta, 
and is priced Re. i-8-o.

G. K.
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INDUSTRIAL INDIA-*

Mr. Glyn Barlow, in his recent work bearing the above title, points 
out very clearly and, we suppose, most accurately, the lack of the 
Industrial spirit among the Indians in general, and urges the necessity 
of its development. He devotes ten chapters to this purpose. In 
the first, he says that every man, desirous of amassing as much money 
as is possible, should also try to do good to the best of his abilities, to 
his fellow-men. He does not thereby ask every one to sacrifice his own 
benefits. The Altruistic spirit should go hand in hand with the Indivi
dualistic aims of each profession. But it may be asked if  this is 
practical. Mr. Barlow says— and certainly we agree with him -that 
it becomes possible if  we change our ideal. The profession may be the 
same but the ideal ought to be different. And this altruistic ideal will 
be the true seed of India’s greatness with regard to Trade, Commerce 
and Industry.

The 2nd chapter is devoted to the Joint Stock Company system. It 
is, with very few exceptions, beyond the means of a single Hindu to 
finance a scheme by himself. So if industrial development is at all 
necessary for the Hindus, the3r should learn to form joint Stock Com
panies. Then Mr. Barlow points out in the same chapter, reasons for the 
backwardness of the Hindus in industry. Though the reasons which 
are observed by him are very true, we would like to add that the religious 
notions of the Hindus stand, to a great extent, in the way of any 
material progress.

Again, progress in industry is possible only by means of well- 
organised Industrial Exhibitions. This is the subject of the third 
chapter. The institution of the Industrial Exhibition is certainly, as 
the author observes, one of the best pieces of work that the Indian 
National Congress has done; but this is not sufficient. The Congress 
must undertake to send to Europe at least ten competent students every 
year for the purpose of studying European Art and Industry. Fine 
speeches and expensive decorations are useful only in attracting the mass 
and inspiring them with the idea that India is one and that every one in 
India must take an active part towards the good of the country. But 
that tangible good which the Hindus are in need of, must he attained 
not by fine speeches and decorations but by actually training people in 
all sorts of industry. Japan is a shining instance and India must follow 
her footsteps. If  Mr. Barlow had noticed this point, his book would 
have been all the more interesting.

The fourth chapter deals with the difference between Inquisitiveness 
and Inquiry. And according to the author’s opinion the former is the in
separable accidens of the Hindus, while the latter is so of the Europeans. 
The defect of the author at this point lies in the fact that perhaps he 
takes it for granted that the Hindus or Indians of India are just like the 
English of England, or the French of France or the Germans of Ger
many. The term Hindus is an unfortunate common name miserably 
applied to the many castes or classes of India. Each class has a dis
tinguishing feature of its own. So the author’s remark maybe appli
cable only to a certain sect, but not to “ the people of India as a race.”

•  G .  A. Natesan &  C o. ,  Madi as, Price  Re. 1-8 .
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Granting that the Hindus develop, as the author lias it, the inquiring 
spirit, then the nature of the enterprise must be ascertained. This 
investigation forms the subject of the fifth chapter, in which the author 
has done full justice to the subject. Then in the sixth chapter Indian 
Art is taken into consideration. The reason given by the author for the 
very slow development of art in India, even in the present day, is no 
doubt acceptable ; but he ought to have pointed out also, that the chief 
reason of it lies in the fact that the Hindus, as a whole, have not yet 
given up the crude idea that religion is opposed to all sorts of material 
progress. He should have maintained in a more forcible manner that 
the religious ideal of each individual is realized in the progress of the 
nation as a whole.

The next two or three chapters deal with the ways of selling wares. 
Honesty ought to be maintained by both the seller and the buyer;
“ Honesty is the best policy ” is not a good moral ideal. We do not 
trade in honesty. It ought to be maintained only for its own sake. 
Again, not only is each Indian advised to be honest in his 
dealings with his fellow-men, bnt he is also asked to buy the Indian- 
made articles only. Of course the chief reason for the backward
ness of industry in India is that there is absolute lack of encourage
ment among the Indians themselves. The Indians in general 
have a strong mania for the European-made articles, even if the 
Indian-made articles are far more excellent than the other ones. Surely 
India will go down if the present state of things is going to continue. 
Then in the following chapter the author calls attention to the necessity 
of strict patience and perseverance before the profit comes in for the 
individual in his industrial attempts. And in the last chapter he con
cludes by offering certain suggestions for the success of Indian Indus
trial labours. The author has carefully observed the chief defects of the 
Indians as a race and has made valuable remedial suggestions. His 
sympathy towards India and her people is made explicit by the fact 
that he so plainly observers that the Indians must buy only Indian- 
made articles and also by the fact that he appreciates the good done 
by the Indian National Congress of 1903-4, viz., the institution of the 
Industrial Exhibition. We must ever feel grateful for the good, even 
if it were the least, done by gentlemen like Mr. Barlow.

P. V. R-

The Fifth Annual Report of the Central Hindu College, Benares, 
which escaped our notice last month, shows what astonishing progress 
the College has made since it was started such a short time ago. It is 
now- in a very flourishing condition.

We have also received from The Smithsonian Institution, Washington 
D. C., the Twentieth Annual Report of the Bureau of American Ethnol
ogy» for 1898-99. It is a very bulky volume well gotten up and profusely 
illustrated and is devoted to a careful description of the almost in
numerable varieties of pottery belonging to the aboriginal races of the 
continent of North America.

The donors will please accept our hearty thanks.
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MAGAZINES.

The T'heosofihical Review (July) opens with an article on “  Reincar
nation in the Kabbalah,” a translation from Dr. Erich Bischoff, by B. K. 
This is an interesting paper in the form of questions and answers, 
showing that the doctrine of Reincarnation was commonly accepted 
when the Kabbalah was written. “ Gunas, Caste and Temperament,” 
by G. Dyne, is continued, and “ The Conscience of the Artist, ”  by 
Cecil French, concluded. F. C. O- Beaman, in his article, “  Where 
two or three are Gathered Together, ”  points out the importance of 
co-operation in matters relating to spiritual thought and effort, and 
says, in his closing paragraph :—

The creation and diffusion o f  an appropriate spiritual environment seems to 
be as n ecessary  to the amplest spiritual development as the creation and diffusion 
of an appropriate environment is known to be indispensable to the amplest evolu
tion of physical organism s. And if it be a  fact that it is in the power o f  each 
of us, how ever humble, to contribute ever so little it may be, but still something, 
to the m a k in g  and p reserving o f  a  spiritual atmosphere in which not only our own 
but the spirits o f  all aspir ing  men and women m ay g r o w  and thrive, we shall read 
quite a new and splendidly  practical  m eaning into the M aster’ s words : “ W here  
two or three are  g a th ered  together in my n am e,  there will I be in the midst of  

them.”

Mrs. Besant finishes her important and most instructive series of 
papers on “ Will, Desire and Emotion,”  in this issue, under the sub
headings o f 1 W hy so much struggle,’ * The Power of the W ill,’ ‘ White 
and Black Magic,’ and ‘ Entering into Peace.’ We hope it is the author’s 
intention to issue the series in book form at an early date. Follow
ing this is an interesting “ Study from Browning,” by C-P. Dickson. 
“ Rejuvenescence in Nature ” (continued), hy W. C. Worsdell, will inter
est all Nature-students. Mrs. Julia H. W. Scott next favours us with a 
graphic description of a most unique and wonderful .series of visions 
that were presented to her during a short season of fasting while under 
special medical treatment. It is entitled, “  A Visit from some Elemen
táis.” Mr. Mead continues his ‘Stray Thoughts on Theosophy,’ his special 
subject in this issue being, “ As Above, so Below.”  Ilis ideas are very 
suggestive, and he has faith in the orderly gradation of matter from 
lower to higher—-as all scientific minds must. Towards the close of his 
article he says : “ What,¡then, is the ‘ above ’ where there is no place, no 
direction, no dimension and no time ? And is the ‘ above ’ superior to the 
below ? Ah, that is where the mind breaks down, unable to grasp it.”

June Theosophia (Amsterdam) has notes by the Editor, on “ The 
Watchtower ; ”  “ Practical Difficulties,” by Ada W aller; “  The Great 
Pyramid,”  by H. J. Van G in kel; a translation from R. W. Emerson on 
“ The Oversoul ; ” and from Mrs. Besant on “ Individuality; ”  “ In the 
Wood,” by E. Windust, and “  Plato’s Doctrine of Reincarnation,” by 
Dr. F. M. Van Deventer.

Theosophy in Australasia. The June issue discusses many interest
ing points and events in ‘ The Outlook,’ and has more than the average 
number of contributed articles, all being quite brief and to the 
point—very good features in magazine articles. Miss Edger’s labours 
seem to be highly appreciated in the various Australian towns visited, 
and her lectures are sure to be fruitful in good results- 

8
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The N. Z. Theosophical Magazine (June) has for its chief articles, 
“ The New Attitude— How to Meet It,”  by W. A. Mayers ; “ Theosophy 
and Reconcilement in Queensland,” E ditorial; “  Branch Work in the 
T. S.,”  by J. D. ; “ The Materialisation of Spiritual Truth,”  by Marion 
Judson. There are many good things, also, in the “ Student’s Page,” 
the Children’s Department, Poetry', etc.

The Theosophic Gleaner, for July', has an opening article on “  Haorna 
and Zarathustra,” by N. F. Bilimoria, following which is a continuation 
of the substance of a lecture delivered at the Blavatsky Dodge, Bombay, 
by' D. D. Jussawala, on “  Vegetarian versus Meat Diet.” There is a short 
article on “  Charity,”  by A. ; the first portion of a paper on “  Sutakas 
in The Zoroastrian Scriptures,”  by Sorabji M. Desai ; and notes of part 
of an unpublished and unrevised lecture by' Mrs. Besant, on “ Giordano 
Bruno.”

The Buddhist, April-May, commences its thirteenth volume and is an 
interesting number. It mentions a remarkable temperance movement 
now in operation in Ceylon.

The Light o f Reason, edited by our friend James Allen, commences 
its sixth volume with the July issue. It contains fifty pages of matter, 
and is always helpful reading.

Acknowledged with thanks -.— Theosophy in India, The Vdhant 
Theosophic Messenger, Light, Prabuddha Bharat a, Brahmavadin, Cen
tral Hindu College Magazine, Dawn, Ba?i?ier o f Light, Harbinger of 
Light, Health, Mind, Indian fournal o f Educatio?i, Brahmacharin, 
Indian Review, East and West, L'Initiation, The Lotus fournal, The 
Upanishad Artha Deepika, The Pandit, Practical Wisdom, published 
fortnightly from the S'auti As'ram at Muttra : Mrs. Eva Wellman;
H on y  Editor. This last periodical is the mouthpiece of Swami Ram, 
whose eloquent and earnest lectures in America have beeu so 
widely circulated. The Magazine has no fixed subscription price, 
but contributions are solicited.

CUTTINGS AND COMMENTS.
“  T h o u gh ts ,  like the pollen of flowers, le av e  one brain and fasten to another.”

Among the Editorial notes in the April-May 
A  great isssue of The Buddhist, is the following account of a 

Reform in remarkable movement now in progress among the 
Ceylon. Sinhalese people :

South Ceylon is just now witnessing a movement 
which, i f  it proceeds at its present pace, bids fair to revolutionize the 
whole Province. A stronghold of Buddhism, this Province has never- 
theless earned in recent times an unenviable notoriety for crimes of 
violence. The efforts oi the Government to grapple with this problem 
of crimes were foredoomed to failure inasmuch as the authorities would 
not touch its very source—the liquor traffic which brought in millions of 
rupees annually to the public revenue. The repressive measures 
introduced from time to time by’ the Government had not the slightest 
effect upon criminality in the district, and when officialdom was nearly 
reduced to despair, the people themselves have taken up the problem 
and solved it in the only way it could possibly be solved. Under the 
leadership of an influential Buddhist gentleman, a Temperance Associ-
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ation was recently formed in a village about eight miles from Galle. 
The movement is spreading from village to village, and thousands have 
joined it with the result that the taverns, which a paternal Government 
have planted in every village, have lost their customers, and conse
quently crime is already reduced, to a great extent. The leaders of the 
movement are working with enthusiasm and are determined to carry 
the crusade against intemperance into every village in the Province. 
We wish them all success, and earnestly hope to see the other districts 
also following the worthy example set by the Southern Province.

** #
One grand result which this Temperance Movement 

The duty has achieved within the short period of its existence is the 
of the conclusive proof it has afforded of the fact that the source

Govern- of crime in Ceylon is drink. There has always been a
nieni. difference of opinion as to the origin of crime and its true 

remedy and the ‘ powers that be ’ have consistently refused 
to grapple with the drink problem in an adequate manner. But in the 
face of the results achieved by the Temperance workers in the Southern 
Province, the authorities can scarcely afford to remain any longer in
different to this matter At all events, we hope that the officials will do 
their utmost to forward this movement and help it to overcome what
ever opposition may be raised by interested parties to bar its progress.

As the Editor very pertinently remarks, some means ought to 
be devised to render permanent the good already achieved. He says 
further:

“ The demolition of the tavern, great as the feat is, is not enough ; 
some wholesome institution must take its place. In the villages inno
cent means of amusement and recreation are entirely absent, and conse
quently men go to the town to spend their leisure. This is a matter to 
which the Temperance Association may well afford to devote some 
attention.”

A Sydney daily paper publishes a rare confes- 
Faith or sion of faith made by a clergyman of the Church of
lack of England to the Bishop of London, which we quote

faith. hereunder, together with the Bishop’s comments 
thereon :

1. " I do not believe in the Virgin birth of our Lord as apiece of his
torical fact, and that sort of miracle seems to me so unnecessary in the 
light of the much greater wonders that are occurring unceasingly.

2. I do not believe in the Incarnation as a unique fact, but I do as a 
general fact ; I believe that God is incarnate in all the universe.

3. I do not regard Jesus as differing in kind from other great proph- 
ets and teachers-

4. I do not think that the holding of any particular belief or faith 
has any bearing on the future welfare of individual souls.”

“ There is nothing remarkable in the views themselves,’’ says 
the Bishop, “  but what is remarkable is the belief with which he pre
faces his answers — ‘ opinions do not differ materially from those 
held by many distinguished men now in orders, but I might npt 
conceal them so carefully as they mostly do, and, coupled with this, 
his clear conviction that there was nothing the least inconsistent 
in his holding these views and taking orders in the Church of 
England.”

Let us be thankful that in the Church of England there are 
some who are so tolerant, and pray that entire freedom of opinion 
may become universal.
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Some very good ideas on the education of 
Should the Kaffirs, or others of the lower races, were given out 

Native Kaffir by Mr. Marsh, at a debating society in Natal, not 
be educated ? long since, concerning which the South African 

Theosophist makes the following comments :
“ Mr. Marsh seems to have grasped a fact which so many miss when 

the ever present native question is debated, namely: that the Ego (or 
Soul ’ if any reader prefers the term) which is at present incarnated 
in a Kaffir body is but an Ego which has not been so long evolving as the 
average Ego now in a body of any Aryan race ; it lias entered the 
human kingdom at a later date in point of time ; but it will in due 
course evolve to the stage now occupied by the Ego in the Aryan body, 
when the latter, i f  he behaves himself, will have earned the right to a 
body in a race to come, which will be as far ahead of the Aryan, as that 
is ahead of the one to which the Kaffirs belong.

No sound native policy can possibly be built up in South Africa 
unless the laws and conditions governing human evolution are taken as 
the foundation for such a policy. It is, therefore, a matter for rejoicing 
to every one, who has at heart the true interests of South Africa, to find 
the real factors in this native problem beginning to find exponents in 
public discussions. ”

Following will be found extracts from the notes taken of Mr. 
Marsh’s address :—

“ The real question to my mind is How should the native be 
educated ? What do you mean by education ? In the broadest sense 
of the term I suppose education is the gaining of experience. The 
gaining of experience means growth, and growth is evolution. 
Who amongst us dares to say this is not as much for the Natives as 
for ourselves ?

There are great Laws governing the Universe in which we live. 
They are more unalterable than those of the Medes and Persians for 
they are Eternal, and the more we can bring ourselves into har
mony with them the better for us, the less permanent opposition do 
we encounter, and the quicker do we advance. On the other hand 
if we work against them we shall find our puny efforts of no avail> 
we ourselves will be crushed and Nature’s purpose remain unhin
dered. When we offend against man-made laws we find the hand 
of justice heavy but sometimes succeed in evading the penalty. With 
Nature’s Laws never.

‘ The Mills of God grind slowly,
But they grind exceeding small :
Tho’ with patience stands He waiting,
With exactness grinds He all.’

I think every one admits that the Law of growth reigns su
preme in the Mineral, Vegetable, and Animal kingdoms, and we 
must also admit that by working with Law we aid ourselves and 
help to bring harmony and concord into the world. Let us see if 
we cannot get some clue, along this line, to the question before us. 
Perhaps an illustration will help. Let us take a family. We have 
there parents and children. The ages of the children differ, the 
eldest is grown up in business of his own, the next is in a situation 
just starting life in the commercial line, another is at school and yet 
a fourth is toddling about at home playdng with toy’s.

Let us study the relationship existing between the various 
members of this family. To the parents all the children are equal 
only as far as the outpouring of their love is concerned, the modes 
of expression of the love differ; the man in business is not treated 
as is the boy at school, nor the latter as the youngster at home,



1904.] Cuttings and Comments. 701

Well . . .  we are members of the great Human Family, 
and we share this family in common with natives around us; we are, 
therefore, their brothers ; and I appear . . .  as an advocate of the 
Brotherhood of the whole of Humanity without distinction of race, 
color, creed or sex.

We must, however, thoroughly understand what is meant by 
this word Brotherhood. I do not claim either physical, mental, or 
moral equality; I leave that senseless cry to dreamers, and to those 
who work by force and slaughter, whose instruments are the 
assassin's dagger and the bombshell. No, Brotherhood is not 
such an equality, and never will or can be, so long as individ
uality lasts. We shall perhaps get further light if we return 
to our illustration, and observe the behaviour of the children 
towards each other in any well-conducted family. We notice 
the eldest is gentle and tender to the youngest, provides . . . 
for his wants, guides and trains him as the feeble intellect 
of the child may permit, while keeping him strictly within 
bounds. Thus he trains him carefully and lovingly; gradually one 
restriction after another is removed as he grows through boyhood, 
until, as a young man in a situation, very few are left, and he be
comes nearly the equal of the man in business. The grown man 
does not discuss weighty matters with the boy at school, nor behave 
towards him as he does towards the young man entering life, not 
because his love is less, but because in his greater wisdom he knows 
it would be a waste of time.» audit might produce conceit and other 
vices in the boy.

It is upon these lines I claim Brotherhood for the Native. Do 
not think it is my desire to send him to the same schools to which 
we go, or to have him sit with us at table, or to marry our sons and 
daughters. Far from that, the utmost discrimination is necessary. 
There is no need to go deeply into detail as to method, but I will 
broadly outliue what is wanted.

He must in many respects be treated as the very young child he 
is in the scale of human evolution. He must be protected from 
himself as far as possible; he must be kept within bounds, and 
taught the various virtues, but not as he knows them at present, 
negatively, through lack of the experience of their opposites. For 
example, you say the raw kraal native is a better, a more virtuous 
man than the one who has lived in the town ; that is because the 
kraal native has not experienced the temptations of the town. 
When the town boy has learnt, through pain and suffering, the 
harm of giving in to temptation, and has thereby acquired strength 
to resist, he will be as virtuous as the kraal boy, but his will be the 
virtue of knowledge, whereas the virtue of the kraal native is the 
virtue of ignorance, which is a very different thing. Not only have 
we these duties towards the Native, not only must we endeavour to 
lead him towards the right, the good, anu the true, leading and 
enticing rather than forcing, but the Native on his part, as a younger 
member of this human family, owes to us certain duties, which are 
ours by right. He owes respect, obedience, service, and it is by the 
rightful enforcing of the observation of these duties upon him that 
we, as individuals, can best aid in the proper education of the Native. 
This is the personal aspect of the question. I do not suppose there
is a single member here.......... who has not something to do with
regard to one or more native servants. I would have you realize 
that every word you say, the way you say it, and your most trivial 
Action towards them have each a direct influence for better or fof
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worse, and the more they look up to you as an authority the greater 
your power. This is our duty to them, none the less binding because 
it has come to us unsought, nay possibly even against our wills ; we 
cannot shirk it by such an excuse; we cannot escape it, try as we will.

I have much pleasure in proposing that, in view of the fact that 
the Native is as much a part of the Universe as we ourselves, aud 
that he therefore falls under the same great law of Evolution, it is 
. . . our manifest duty to aid him in his evolution as far as lies in
our power, and that Education, in its fullest sense, is the best means 
we have for this purpose ; Education being taken to mean the com
pelling him to fulfil the duties of ‘ that state of life to which it has 
pleased God to call him.’ ”

The Sentry.

The veiws of theologians are expanding, like the 
buds aud leaflets of spring, and the most liberal 
thoughts sometimes find expression in Christian 
pulpits, or over the signature of some eminent 

religious teacher, in our leading journals. The world is beginning 
to realise that its great faiths are but different expressions of the 
same essential religious truths which advanced souls in all ages 
have perceived more or less clearly.

The Rev. Dr. R. Heber Newton, of New York, makes some very 
truthful statements in The North American Review (April), some of 
which we copy hereunder. Referring to the many religions of the 
world, he says :—

“  Each subserves a use in the evolution of the fruitioning religion 
of humanity; each will find its permanent value preserved and its 
transient uses discarded in the attained unity o f the flowering soul of 
man.”

“ Religion develops the great institutions in different lands and 
ages in which the varying religions of man vary indefinitel}'.”

“ The Church, spelled with a capital C, was an institution of Chaldea, 
India, and Egypt, millenniums ago, as it is of Itaty and England and 
America, to-day. The Buddhist felt toward his ‘ order ’ much as the 
Romanist feels toward his church. A  sacred ministry, a class of men 
set apart for the divine offices of religion, would have been found of 
old in Babylon and Thebes, as it is found now in Rome and London. 
The pagan temple was the Christian basilica and cathedral, baptized 
with another name. The altar stood in the sacred spot of the heathen 
temple,_ as it stands in the holy place of the Christian minister. 
Monasticism developed in the East long before it arose in the West. 
Monks and nuns and hermits would have been found along the Nile 
valley ages before Christendom poured its host of sad-souled ascetics 
up the sacred river, peopling the hills for thousands of miles. Good 
Father Hue was utterly astonished to-find in the Far East tonsured 
priests bowing before splendid altars, while acolytes swung the fragrant 
censers by their side. His tia if explanation\was, that the devil had 
counterfeited in advance the mysteries of true religion, in order that 
the elect might be deceived into perdition. A less heroic solution of 
the problem finds in these resemblances hints of the oneness of religion, 
generating the same sacred institutions among different religions.”

“ The sacred symbolisms through which art ministers to worship 
meet us in temples of paganism as in the churches of Christendom. 
The circle, the triangle, and the trefoil were graven by pagan chisels 
on the walls of the sacred buildings reared by religions which thought 
of themselves only as aliens and foes one to the other, for the unity 
of God, signed by the circle, and the triunity, the oneness in variety, of 
God, signed by the triangle and the trefoil, were truths known to no

Unity in 
the World's 
Religions.
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one religion alone, shared by all great religions in the same stage of 
evolution. The cross, which forms the most sacred symbol of our 
Christian churches, painted above the altar, shining in brass from the 
altar itself, flashing from the top of the lofty steeple— this same cross 
would have been found in the temples of well-nigh every religion of 
the past, as its most sacred symbol. Even the sacred buildings them
selves were often constructed on the cruciform plan. The sleeping- 
places of the dead were hallowed by the same sign which consecrates 
our ‘ acres of God ; ’ and stone and brass crosses cast their shadows 
over the graves of pagans as of Christians. The cross was to those 
heathens, as to us Christians, the Sacred Sign of E ife ; of the life of man 
in the human body ; of the life of man escaping from the body and 
rising through death into immortality ; of human life accepting the 
law of sacrifice under which the superior souls of earth devote them
selves to the saving of their fellows s of the life of God Himself, in 
which all these mysteries of our human life find their source and 
spring, their ground and aim.”

‘‘ All great religions pass through one general course of evolution. 
In the same stages of development, all alike will bring forth, as the 
same institutions and worships, also the same beliefs. Arrange these 
different religions synchronously, in respect to their evolution, and the 
same ideas will be found in all, more or less modified. As they grow, 
they grow together over all differences of environment and heredity, 
the forces of the common life of man asserting the oneness which 
exists under black skins and yellow, red skins and white. In their 
higher reaches they strain toward each other. The flowering of all 
beliefs is in one faith— all religions seeding down one religion. So, 
beneath the variant and discordant beliefs of the present the germs 
of the future universal religion can even now be traced. The Cam
bridge School of Platonists divined this long ago ; but how could their 
fine voices make themselves heard against the rancorous cries of the 
age of Cromwell and Laud? A generation or more before our day, a 
few widely read, but not scholarly trained, thinkers caught sight of 
this same vision, and laboriously spread the unwelcome tokens of it 
before an unsympathetic age; earning for themselves the ill odor which 
still clings to the names of Godfrey and Higgins and their ilk. In our 
own day, a talented and conservative presbyter of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church, a devoted high-churchman and an open-minded student, through 
his researches in sacred symbolism gained glimpses of this truth, which 
so fascinated him that he pursued the clew found unwittingly in his 
haunts, until he laid before his church the results of his studies in the 
noble volume, entitled ‘ Monumental Religion.’ In this epoch-marking 
work, Dr. Eundy, accepting the Apostles’ Creed as the norm and type 
of all creeds, traced, clause by clause, the parallelisms which he had dis
covered in other religions: showing that every article in the creed found 
its counterpart in the various systems of paganism. A s a  consequence, 
this creed appeared, in a sense utterly dwarfing the timid conceptions of 
the traditional churchman, a Catholic Creed, a form of faith confessed 
by men of all lands and ages— the symbol of universal religion. Dr. 
Eundy might have meant only to exalt the creed of Christendom ; he 
succeeded in revealing the creed of humanity.”

" There is no real discord between the ethics of Buddhism and Con
fucianism and the religions of Greece and Rome ; no essential difference 
between the spirituality of the Hindu and Persian and the Egyptian, 
save as each naturally shows the different coloring of race and environ
ment upon the face of the same soul........ The ideals of character vary
in varying lands, but only as the refractions of the same light falling 
in different angles of the same prism will vary. It is one and the same 
light of life through all the variations of the spectrum. The human 
ideals are one everywhere. Purity and justice and truth and tempe
rance and charity—these need no translation from the speech of the 
pagan to the tongue of the Christian. There is no Hindu purity, no 
Buddhist renunciation, no Chinese temperance, no Grecian justice, no 
Persian truthfulness. The flora and fauna of the human soul are one 
wherever humanity is found. Every ethical force correlates into every
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other ethical force. Goodness knows no native soil. Virtue is at home 
in every land. The Ten Commandments form the law of Egypt and 
of Persia as of Christendom. The Golden Rule proves the rule of Hindu 
and Chinaman, as of the Christian. It waited not for Jesus to reveal it. 
The spirit of the Christ had already revealed it through Jewish Hille'l 
and Chinese Confucius, and great spirits of well-nigh every land. 
The Beatitudes exigently call upon the Buddhist as upon the Christ
ian, ‘ sursittn corda' Saints are of blood kin the world over. There 
is nothing alien to the truly devout Christian in the devotedness of the 
Hindu Guru, or of the yellow-robed saint of Japan or of the mystic 
worshipper among the Iranian Mountains. When the soul of "man 
fronts the infinite and eternal Spirit, beneath the bo-tree of India or 
amid the rugged fastnesses of Tibet or in the cloisters of the Christian 
abbey, it is one and the same God who is seen. Wherever we overhear 
the communings of a soul with God, we hear in our own tongue. In 
the presence of the man of the spirit.be his name what it may, we know 
that he is of our family and household of God.”

We find the following prayer in London Light 
A n Ideal with the editorial comment that it ‘‘ lias the rare
Prayer. quality of being as good for the wisest sage as for the

least instructed child. Its universality and its beauty 
are the result of its pure humanity : ”

Not more of light, I ask, O God,
But eyes to see what is ;

Not sweeter songs, but power to hear 
The present m elodies:

Not greater strength, but how to use 
The power that I possess ;

Not more of love, but skill to turn 
A  frown into caress :

Not more of joy, but power to feel 
Its kindling presence near ;

To give to others all I have 
Of courage and of cheer.

No other gifts, dear God, I ask,
But only sense to see 

How best the precious gifts to use,
Thou hast bestowed on me.

Give me all fears to dominate,
A ll holy joys to know ;

To be the friend I wish to be,
To speak the truth I know :

To love the pure, to seek the good,
To lift, with all my might,

All souls to dwell in harmony 
In freedom’s perfect light.


